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P R E FACE. 



IF* TRUTH may be faid to lie at the 
bottom of a well— if it is both dif- 
ficult lo i)e obtained, and, when ob- 
tained, as difficiilt . to be effedually 
eftablifhed in its rights and pi*ivikges 
-^the obftrVat Jon Js particularly per>^ 
tineat in refpeil to 'hiftorical trirth. 
Wilfh ^aU'jdur eager exertions to ar- 
rive at certainty, We can iardly ever 
hope ^b get beyc^na -high probability. 
Although the great outlines of hiftory 
itiay be fixed with a degree of cer- . 
t4infy-^--to <;Qmple|e 4he pi'dure, ^' 
exhibitiiig in their true colors that 
moift Uitereftiftg and ufeful part of 

A a hiftory, 



L. ••♦ 



tis enemy; the w&im of a courtczait 
would recover its merit, in . bring-* 
ing about a revolution, from the pre- 
tended . wifdom of aftatefman.; and 
die poverty of many a great man tear 
away the laurels which had crowned 
his courage or his ambition. 

It wiU naturally be expedfeed, that, 
after what I have faid, I fhouldjoffer 
to the public the prefent volume as a 
hiftory exempt from the exceptionsT 
to which its brethren ate Jiabfle 5 that 
lilibould explain by what a wonder-^ 
ful concurrence i)f cuxrumftanfcs it 
received a degree of aJuthenticity to 
which . few fimilar works can lay 
cjaim ; that I fhould demonftcate, d 
it^ youth is not fo yonder as to rend- 
its judgment partial or piagudiced^ 

biaffed, 
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biafTed by fear, or fwayed by hope | 
nor its age fo decrepid as td make its 
narrative fabulous, and to place it bc^^ 
yond the reach of enquiry and exa« 
mination. But I ihall content my« 
felf only to explain the manner of its 
birth, and to leave its charaAer fop 
impartiality and authenticity to be 
judged of by thofe, who by a per- 
nfal may become mor-e nearly ac* 
quainted with it. It was written ia, 
French by an officer intiiAatdy en- 
gaged in the politics of the Daniih. 
Cour^ at the period of which it tredts» 
upon feparate. cards : the occurrences 
were fet down as they happened, and^ 
the cards placed in the hands of a per- 
foh of the firft confequwiccb After the. 
ferment occafioned by the Revolutjoxi: 

had 



% ^ n^ i t- Ar a r^ 

had fubiided, ;the lattef put diefe tni^ ' 
terials iritd their prelent fbrm^ . and 
had a fmall mimber of ircipies printed 
at a private, prefs in Germany, foi: the 
ufe of his friends. One of .thefe co- 
pies fell into the hands of the editor, 
who hopes that the leifure which 
produced this tranflation, has not been 
kfs ufefuUy than agreeably employed. 
To enter into a difcuffion of the 
conduct: of the different parties. en- 
gaged in the Revolution, would be to 
commit the error I have above com- 
plained of. This, however, I hope, 
will be evident to every reader — That 
the great perfonage whofe condudt 
comes under the more immediate . 
cohfideration of Englilhmen, could 
not, conjfiftently with delicacy, have 

a6ted 
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adled otherwife than he did; and that 
to .have made a diftrefling family 
circumftance the affair of a nation, 
would have been at leaft as fubjedt 
to the juft cenfure of the prudent po- 
litician, as confonant to the ideas of 
the enthufiaftic man of feeling. I have 
nothing more to add, than to hope 
that the pubKc v^ill eafily fee the pro- 
priety of concealing the names of the 
authors ; and to beg that a candid al- 
lowance may be made for the imper- 
fedions of a tranflation. 



Bt H. L« 

Staples inn^ Londo 
Jan. 31, 1789, 
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^ 1*^ H E Hiftory of that memorable Re- 
JL volution in the Court of JDenmark, 
of which the following Iheet$ treat, may 
with j propriety be dated from the return 
of King Chriftian VII. from his travels 
through the principal ftates of Europe. 
The charadters, the inclinations, the con- 
nexions founded either upon intereft or 

« ■ 

friendfhip, of the perfons who afted a 
decifive part in this important fcene, 
contained already the groynd and mo- 
tives of their fubfequent conduft. This 
revolution was not one of thofe fudden 

B and 
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and violent cataftrophes, which are fome- 
times neceffary to crufh at once the dan- 
gerous influence of individuals -, or to de- 
ftroy a fecret plot, hatched by combined 
interefts againft the welfare of the ftate, 
in its birth — it was not the bold enter-' 
prize of a great and heroic mind, roufed 
from inaction by an impending ef il, that 
threatened deftruftion to the happinefs of 
thoufands j who, with equal courage tjnd 
fiiccefs, broke the chains of infatuation 
by which tlfc multitude had been fet- 
tered, and faved his country, upon the 

brink of ruin No; it was a mine fc- 

*• • 

credy contrived, and laid by envy and 
difguifed ambition, againft unfufpeAing 
fincerity; which at once, by a dreadful 
explofion, deftroyed the fated vift|rfis, 
without a poflibility of efcape. This is a 
fa£b — ^ melancholy fadt indeed in the an- 
nals of Denmark ; but confcientious vera- 
city is the duty of the hiftorian. 

T« 



COUKT* STUUENSEB AKD BRANDT* J 

To acquire a dear and authentic know* 
ledge of the caufc, origin, and progre(Js 
of the great Revolution in the Danilh go- 
vernttieat, which took place in the yeir 
177a, more is required than merely an 
acquaintance with fuch accounts, or ftate- 
ments of fads, as have appeared before 
the public by means of the prefs. Thefe 
cotrld not, from the nature of the cafej 
be expefted to be other than partial and 
contradiftoryi and the public opinion was 
naturally fufpended or prejudiced, as nei* 
thef fide could vouch for the truth of its 
affcrtions. Whoever therefore undertakes 
to write the hiftory of this great event, 
mufl: have been himfelf upon the fpot, and 
intimately acquainted with the charafters 
and power of diofe who were principally 
concerned in it. 

In the beginning of the year 1769 the 
King returned from his travels. He had 

B 2 been 
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bben accompanied in his tour by Count 
Bernstorf; Count Frederic Moltke, 
Chief Marfhll -, Count Schimmelman, 
Royal Treafurerj and Count Holk, Mar- 
(hal of the Court, and Keeper of the Robes. 
Struensee was in the King's fuite, in the 
charafter of Phyfician to his Majefly. A 
conftant and unreftrained intcrcourfe with 
the young prince might have produced 
the moft unlimited confidence : but con- 
fidence muft be founded on fimilarity of 
charafter and principles ; and unfortu^ 
nately no feature in the charafters of the 
three firft of thefe men bore the leaft re- 
fcmblance to that of the King. Hoik and 
Struenfee were better formed to poffcfs his 
friendfhip ; but the rank of the latter pre- 
vented his being often in the King's com- 
pany, or of converfing with him at any 
time long enough to difcover a fimilarity 
of fentiments, or to gain any confiderable 

m 
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COUNTS STRUENSEE AND BRANDTi 5 

fliare of royal favor. The influence pof- 
feflfed by each of thefe men, upon their 
return, may be thus pretty accurately 
ftated. Bernstorf had loft nothing of 
that refpedt due to his rank and fervices ; 
MoLTKE retained his appointments at 
court ', Schimmelman procured, befides 
his appointment as ambaffador to, the 
Circles of Lower Saxony, the continuation 
of his office as Treafurer to the King, an 
employment limited at firft to the duration 
of his travels, but which afterwards gave 
him that great influence he pofleflTed in ' 
the department of finance. Holk was, for 
fome time, the King's firfl favorite ; and 
Struensee enjoyed fome fliare of his &«• 
vor, with a probable expeftation pf his 
mofl: unlimited confidence. To the latter 
therefore we muft principally diredt our . 
. jattention : we fliall foon fee the refl: re^ 
tire from the fl:age, upon wlych he, for a 

B 3 time. 
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time, afted fo fplendid a pan— Bcrnftorf, 
Moltke, and Hoik, by falling into d^ 
grace i and Sehimnnclman, by quitting a 
venal court, with the intrigues erf* which he 
was dilgufted. 

The King feemed at firft to retimi to hk 
dominions with a mind much improved. 
In h» coRdwd he fliewed more propriety 
and dignity, and his converfation was left 
trifling and unmeaning. He even 3fh- 
peared to have acquired fome ufcful know* 
ledge; and his fubjefts flattered jihena^ 
felves that a happy change had taken place 
in his principle#and favourite purfuits — 
' that, inftead of indulging his paffions in wild 
and fenfual diffipation, he would devote his 
time X£> bufineis, and to employments more 
worthy of his royal charafter. Hopes like 
thefe could not reafonably be therifhed 
before he left the kingdom. During the 
reign of his father, no part of his att«ition 

had 
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h^d been directed to the affairs of govern- 
ment. His governor. Count kfiVENTtAv, 
t proud and obftinate man, had watched 
^d reftrained hi^ condud with the moft 
utH-emitting vigor; but his fiery temper 
bore th^ c^urb with impatience : he con*^ 
trafibed an utter ar^rfion to every rcftric- 
tiofl of regularity or decency i and it was 
vefyvCvident that, the moment he could 
break loofe from the fettfers which conr 
fined his adions to rule, he would rufli 
headlong into every fpecies of wanton li- 
bertinifm. 

The fequel juftified the fuppofition. He 
fell into the h^n^s of men, whofe feduc- 
tions, added to his own inclinations, led 
him fo deep into the moft unbridled ex- 
travagance, that he hated and avoided the 
fight of every honeft and good man, and 
dreaded their mildeft remonftrances againft 
hi$ condud. No care had been taken to 

B 4 inftil 
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« 

inftil early into his mind a proper degree 
of veneration for religion : even in his 
childhood he was known to have treated 
it with the utmoft contempt and derifion. 
He was likewife blamed for an inflexible 
obftinacy of character j though this was 
perhaps more the fault of his education 
than of his natural difpofition. He was 
totally unacquainted with every true prin- 
ciple of morality, entirely devoid of dig- 
nity of mind or condutft, and wholly re- 
gardlefs of merit in others. He had in- 
deed, when very young, particularly no- 
ticed fuch gentlemen at court, againft the 
tenor of whofe conduft no reafonable ob- 
jeftion could be raifed ; but it was to 
brand their virtue with the name of hypo- 
crify and deceit. Hi^ whole charafter was 
without firmnefsi and, though his mind 
was perhaps open to every virtuous as well 
as vicious impreffion, he aflbciated with 

no 
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no one who could have given his purfuits 
a good direftion : and to give an advice 
in which the manners or conduft of a third 
perfon were concerned, was, by his want 
of thought and indelicacy, rendered a very 
dangerous attempt. 

The fanguine hopes which are in every 
country excited at the commencement of 
a new reign, were, as far as they regarded 
the perfopal behaviour of His Danifh Ma- 
jefty, in fome meafure accompliflied : but 
with refpedt to his attention to the affairs 
of his dominions, eyery expectation was 
difappointed. He difpatched with reluc- 
tant hafte the moft important concerns of 
the ftatc ; hi^ diflike to bufinefs of every 
kind increafed j and he funk by degrees 
into a ftate of total inaftion and careleff- 
nefs. — The confequcnces of this were foon 
very evident. The helm of government 

was by bitnfelf refigned to the bold hand 

that 
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that grafpcd it ; he bimfelf made the fur- 
render that deprived him of his powers h^ 
robbed him/elf of the ' love and regard of 
his fubjeds ; and his qwn condudl and dif- 
p(^tioh paved the way for his fubfequent 
^misfortunes. 

The ftate and temper in which the King, 
upon his return to Copenhagen, found his 
family, his court> his miniilers, and his 
whole people, contributed not a little to 
confirm the unfortunate tendency of his 
mind. Coolnefs, or an adlual reciprocal 
hatred, had already taken deep root in the 
royal family. The intrigues and- diffcn- 
lions of its members had given birth tq 
fq>arate faftions among the fervile cpur-r 
tiers ; diftruft and fufpicion ftrongly op- 
pofcd the patriotic rneafures of honeft mi- 
niftcrs ; and the people, already diflatif- 
ficd with the enormous cxpence incurred 
by the King's^ tour, was kept in a conftant 

' ftate 
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ftate of alarm, by the violent parties which 
deranged the court. 

What a dreadful fituation for a young 
prince, who, brought up under the ter- 
rors of a rigorous and fervile education, 
then fuddenly immcrfed in a whirl of in- 
tcxxicating plcafures, n^ver had had tinf>e 
Of opportunity to exert the powers of hi$ 
own mind, or to ftrengthen his reiblutions 
by the habits of riling fuperior to feduc-^ 
tion, to paflion, or to danger \ Where 
ihould he find an adrifer* or a friemi ? 
How could he keep hinrifelf from falling, 
when every prop that might have fup- 
ported him was wanting? — 'But I muft 
trace the outlines of this melancholy pic*^ 
cure more diftinftly. 

During the King's abfence, animofi- 
ties had been carried ai: court to feme 
length. The two dowager qfu^ns, Sothia 
Magdalen>^ t^e grandoietth^r^ andJuLj^ 

ANA 
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ANA Maria, the ffcpmother of the King, 
both hated the reigning queen Matilda. 
The diflike of the firft may eafily have 
originated in that coolnefs which great in- 
equality of age, charafter, and manners, 
feldom fails to produce between princes 
confined in the trammels of a, formal court 
etiquette j but neither her power, nor her 
fituation, rendered her averfion very for- 
midable to the young queen. The rooted 
hatred of queen Juliana was of more im- 
portance to her peace; and. its confe- 
quences rendered it in time really dreadful 
to her. The nuptials of the King planted 
the firft feeds of this animofity* Queen 
Juliana had violently oppofed the maf-» 
riage of the King, his choice, and the time 
appointed for its confummation. The ar-» 
rival of princefs Matilda increafed her 
difguft. Every charm, of youth and beauty 
graced her firft appearance at Copenhagen j 

her 
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her whole behaviour was afFability and 
condefcenfion j her every glance, life, be- 
nevolence, and goodnefs -, and fhe inime- 
diately took poffeflion of every heart in her 
dominions. 

^ Queen Juliana beheld thefe firft efFefts 
of the appearance of Matilda with heart- 
felt chagrin. She well knew that the King 
had conceived an utter diflike to, and the 
ftrongeft fufpicion of her from his very 
infancy ; that he was heartily difgufted by 
her fondnefs for her fon Prince Frederic ; 
and that as he fufpedted her of the moft 
'dangerous intentions againft his perfon, he 
judged of all her aftions from .that point 
of view. She feared that thefe prejudices 
might be rather increafed than diminifhed 
by his connexion with his amiable queen, 
and entirely deftroy the influence Ihe ftill 
poQeffed a? court. Her fears were but too 
well founded. The royal palace of Frie- 

denfburg 
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denfburg was appointed for the refidence 
of herfclf and her Ion, where fhe lived in 
a ftate of banifhment. Her abfence from 
court foon produced confequenccs the moft 
difagreeable to her. The zeal of her ad- 
mirers and partizans cooled ; Ihe was for- 
gotten and neglefted; and the fplendof 
of the young queen caft a gloomy fliad^ 
upon her fituation* Her diflike was in-* 
creafed by jcaloufy to the bittereft hatred* 
The moft anxious attention on the part of 
the young queen had no efFed: upon the 
foured mind of Juliana. A cold degree 
of civility, bounded within the laws of 
good-breeding, was all that it produced i 
and fhe miffed no opportunity of treating 
her with haughty fuperiority. 

This difagreeable fituation of queen Ma-* 
tilda was, for fome time, rendered lefs irk- 
fome by the tendernefs of her hufbandj 

* 

the admiration (^ the court, and the feries 

of 
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of diffipating amufemcnts contrived for 
her ; into which her gay and lively temper 
rendered her capable of entering with great 
fpirit. But this falfe happinefs could not 
be expefted to laft long. The love of a 
libertine foon cools, and the King was in* 
capable of a more exalted paffion: the 
admiration of the courtiers was, like 
every feature of their chara<5ter, unfteady, 
and of Ihort duration j and the zeft of 
amufements was loft by their conftant re* 
turn* 

The queen therefore naturally foon be- 
canne indifferent towards her hufband, fuC- 
picious of every pcrfon belonging to his 
court, and quite avcrfe and inimical to his 
ftcpmother. Her mind was too open to 
conceal her feelings; but the King was too 
deeply engaged in the intoxicating round of 
pleafurcs, in which his bafe companions had 
involved him, to perceive the change. Bui; 

it 
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it did not efcape the keen eye of Juliana* 
The averfion that before lurked in her 
breaft, now broke forth into open ennmity^ 
and {he took no pains to conceal her eon- 
tempt of the youth and inexperience of the 
young queen. The birth of the Prince 
Royal of Denmark, which happened Ihort- 
ly before the King's departure, carried her 
animofity to its higheft pitch. She faw at 
once all her golden hopes in favor of the 
idol of her heart, her fon Prince Frede- 
ric, vanilh in an inftant. She had fondly 
flattered herfelf, that the fickly conftitu- 
tion of the King, Hit very evident efFefts 
of his early debauchery upon his health, 
and the little degree of refpeft Ihewn him 
by his fubjefts, would pave the way upon 
which her fon might arrive, if not at the 
throne, at leafl: at the fole direftion of the 
royal authority. The birth of ay heir an- 
nihilated at once this fplendid profpeft, 

and 
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and with it all the ima^nary luftre of her 
family fell tx) the ground. 

Soon after this event the King fet out 

upon his travels* During his abfence the 

mutual difafFcftion of the Queens took a 

turn, by which every hope of a reconci- 

iiation was deftroyed; The partifans of 

.each endeavored, by every means in their 

:power, to render fuch an event impof^ 

-fible 5 and circumftanceis favored their de* 

•figns. Defcrted by her lord, and hated 

by her ftepmother. Queen Matilda endea- 

-vored to draW from the refourcfcs of her 

•own mindi that comfort, which a duU and 

•almoft fdlitary court, could not afford her. 

Her life was <?alm and fererie j her hours 

.paffed peaceably amidft the tender cares 

-of the tnothfer, and fiich occupations as 

. tended to cultivate her underftanding. Her 

mind was naturally capable of every im- 

|)rovemcat. ' She took great pains to learn 

• : C the 
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the bamlK taftgu^s and ib a ikidit that 
(he fpoke it with a Huenc^^ duu gfottlf 
flmtrtd her ftibjefts. 

A fliort tittte before the <fepafttire (if the 
Kihg from C<o|)fetihagen, ;Afe had hA % 
friend by the xJrfitiiffitm of M«daErhe Yon 
Fless from co^t, whofc toifapanf^ was h<Sr 
^reatcft comfort* M«lame Vkm Ptefs kaid 
formerly teJd tdw dfiiibe tjf Mifbtfsisf die 
Queen's Hcyerfhcld^; «nd her exedfent «i*iw 
Uerftanding^ ik& Wcrll as ihe ^o^n^fs (^ hek: 
licarc, haid in tt vcif paiticiilar maiindr 
TRideared her to hfer royal miftrefs : aafid 
^even ifcc Kixig hied a igreat tJegbrd for h» 
ibperior merit bhd talented fijuJt the con&- 
-dence placed rn htrby his Majefty, lyeeame 
"afterguards tte Totirde Sf her WifefoJt«li«. 
She had f#eq&eh% mad^ dfe df tlie femi- 
"liar fl^edom his Mttjefty WBowed ih<*rj to 
-cxpofttrlate ^vlth him iipon his coridwft 6r 
his principles. Ilftr eultivatedliftdeiftand- 



JbtOtuw^f 40 her re^q^^cef ; f nd thqr 
^F^#,; in gf rtcraji, cpn^d to incjuj^nts of 
hh pri«#e ;ti(fe* or ;o tjft? combat jijg of hji^ 

The Queen had however, upon 9 £er- 
iaia ^oy^fipn, pcrljuatjcd ^ler 4;a lufc her 
fmthofifj :i(iith the Ki^oigy to fndj^cc hiosi 

H^rit . ;i;o. ;th^ x>fF the .fubjofbion iti whicii 

JM-'SALpfR; aod |«rhic jhwas not only irk- 
forxit %Q ihii;afdif, but had ilikewife a tmft 
42^ng9roifs iu^ueqce in .ftate ajSj^ns. Thp 
«Kr^{ig was :^eak ^onpugh to betr^ h^r to 
the AmbafTadoo who&jpride was fo much' 
ipmt^ thf^t )he exerte^ }iis utixioft jx^u- 
fUKe yrit}i :t>i$ ,]!i4^jcfty» ^f^d obtaikii^d frqp^ 
Jw«9^ niOitwithfl*adiiig . tfee entre^ks of the 
Qijt^^n^ t th^t M^^<fcn>e Vqo P}efs ,was ^if- 
jfHiflcd ifirppfi her .^ppoisitiaent, »nd ba- 

C a njflvd 
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nifhed the court, Madame Von der Luhi^ 
fitter to Count Hoik, fucceedcd her in of^ 
fice, but not in the favor of* the Qiteen, 
who had now no - pcrfon in her . fuite 
in whom fhe could plade the Jeaft con* 

fidence. 

The Qufeen Dowager Juliana lived meani 
while, with her fon, at Friedenfturg, in 
the fante quiet and Solitary manner. The 
fmall herd of . courtiers who furrounded 
her, were more attached to their places 
and penfions, than to their miftrefs. The 
two Queens feldom faw one another i and 
the cold referve which charadter ized their 
meetings, tended only to inci-eafe the im- 
probability of a reconciliation. 

Thefe hojiile appearance* cdnfiderably 
engaged the attenticm of th^ courtiers ; but 
their generally undetermined and time- 
ferving charadter prevented their building 
any folid plan of conduft upon them-. The 
^ ., . Queen 
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Queen Etowager had fo entiriely loft all 
refp^iSt and authority, and the charaftcr 
pf the jrdgning X^een was fo impcrfedtly 
known, ,that they could not promife them^ 
felv€$ any certain advantage from either 
party, for which they might declare them-? 
fclves. 'The King had, upon his depart- 
ure, aded neither the part of a dutiful fon, 
nor of an afFeftionate hufband ; and not 
pne of thofe men, who feemed to guide 
jhe helm of government, appeared to pof? 
fefs any confiderable (hare of hi§ favor. 
The friendlhip of the courtiers, which 
never arifes but from a profpeft, and never 
jafts jbut with a certainty, of advantage to 
themfelyes, was fulpended, for want of an 
pbjeft to fi? it J and they obferved to all 
a wavcringi Irrefolute, and fufpicious be- 
havior. Eafh watched the conduft of his 
neighbour \ and all were intent upon dif- 
Wveripg the preppnde/^ting bias of one 

C 3 another. 



dftothcr. Not oiic had formed ^ jJafi ^ 
Bis own ; but each endeavoured to find otit 
that of the rfeft, in order to join in, ot ttt 
prevent, Its exetutibrt. 

The principal men to whonl the affkirt 
6f government were cntrufted during tht 
King's abfence, wtrre Counts ThotT ind 
MoLTfcE, and Chevalier Von RosEKr 
CRAKZ. The firft cohdufted the internal 
bufincft of the ftate 5 the fecond, in rii* 
abfence of Count Bernftorf, afted in the 
capacity 6f Minifter for Foreign Afciirs ^ 
and the third prefided ih the military de- 
partment. The naval department had, 4 
fhort time before, loft the feryiccs pf that 
Worthy old minifter, Count DAN^seHigLt);| 
by his falling into difgrace ; ind, thou^I^ 
he Was fucceeded by Count LauerwiG|> 
the lofs of his talents and afliduity could 
|iot be retrieved. 

Of 



<*. 



Of thcfb feiyr loen, Rofencr^ia;^ was thf 
only oae ^ho itemed capable of drawing 
thit atteatioo of thofe who were looking 
out for a head of their party* Chevalier 
Von RosENCRANz is a complete man of 
l^r wor/^A A coqancianding ^ir^ an infinu- 
tfifig tddft(h a captivating sJSability^ an 
cxcellm^ undciift^ndiag^ a great propen* 
fity CO iatrigMej md a confiderable fliare of 
ai^tfu} pliability^ are rthe prifvcipal features 
^ hu char^dter. Thopgh he is at prefent 
wiiihout any employment^ and liyes in re- 
tirement upon his eftates^ Jbould the time 
coaie when men of his chara^Ssr are leff^ 
dreaded in Denmark than they are at pre** 
IknK^ he may once more ftep forward^ and 
aft an important part in Danilh politics* 

But at ibfitjun&wt things wo-e not yet 
ripe &r the formation <^ any pkn or par* 
ty : and the beginning of the King's reign 
had ihowni in ib mai>y inftances^ how 

C 4 clofcly 
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dofcly the highcft elevation, and the low-r 
eft fall, might follow one another, that no 
one had much reafon to depend either upr 
on the ftabflity of his own power, or upon 
that of another. 

The three other minifters looked down 
upon the intrigues of the court, as being 
beneath their notice. Count Thott pof- 
feffed fufficient Icariving and virtue to af- 
ford hiiii amufcment and comfort, let 
what would happep. In every fituatibn, 
in every change of circumftanc?s, his mind 
pofleffcd the fame compofurc. He enjoy- 

■ 

cd the favors of fortune without pridCy * 
and loft them without depreflion. ' A man 
of his char after was not formed to figure 
in political chicanery. 
^ Count MoLTKE had, during the former 
reign, a£ted fo fplendid a part in the 

n 

adminiftration of government ;' he had 
improved his good fortune with fo much 

prudence 



k % 
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pfudence and induftry ; he had, to all 
^pearancCj by that means founded it upon 
&} firm a balls ;' and he fo thoroughly pof- 
feiied the good opinion . of every rank of 
men, tliat thefe confiderations alone, feem- 

* cd to place him above every accident that 
might be dangerous to his confequence at 
court. His ambition was well known i 
and that h.e hid no idea of the cxiftence 
of happinefs, unaccompanied by fplendor. 
But at the fame time he" was arrived at a 
period of life when the edge of human 
defires is expefted to be blunted, and the 
imaginary and unreal fatisfadbion arifing 
from the fliouts of the multitude, to give 

. way to a love of peace' and quiet, undif- 
turbed by care or remorfe. 

Count Lauerwig poflefled no qualifi- 
cations but elegance of addrefs, and that, 
kind of knowledge of the world, which is 
Kquired by a long intcrcourfc with men. 

of 
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of refined manners. He had always facri- 
ficed fame to pleafure i and had, in ibqfie 
inftances, been guilty of fuch flagrant mif- 
condiKfb and imprudence, that he had en- 
tirely loft the refpeft he once ienjoyed* 
Such - principles muft for ever pf event a 
man from ^making any confiderable pro- 
grefs in the arduous paths of ambition. It 
Was therefore highly improbable that any 
of thefe 'three men would be willing to 
undertake, oi* able to execute, any pcojeA; 
depend^ing upon xieep and iMvicsitc mxf 
trigue. 

The Danifh natiism was at this time 
highly diflfatisficd with che fo evidently 
difordered ftate of the affairs of admini** 
ftration, A general poll-tax had been 
eftablifhed, when, in the year 1762, the 
nation was threatened by a war with 
RufTia, as a temporary means of raifing 
money i and it was then promifed, that 

the 



0it t^K iroyld |b€ abandoned, when its tn^* 
itfiitj ihould ct±k. The cdntinuation of 
tMi tiOL o&cAftHntd great miirmurings ; btit 
the application of its produce increafed 
the general diflatisfisiaibA ftill more than 
the tax itfelf. The Ndrwegians> in par^ 
tictdar, remoi^rated againft it as a breach 
(Bf public faith, in a very determined tone. 
Thefe cdmplaints had fcarcely fubfided> 
fistd the btithfen grow^ lefs troublefomt 
» the people, by their beet>ming mott 
Jkccuftemed to bear it, when the departure 
of ti^e I^ing ypoti his trarels pr^uced new 
(!k\ift$ of complakt and difcontent. v Hil 
tour itbt oiily exhaufted the Danilh finan- 
^ts, but hi's expcncc$ being incurred in 
foreign ftates, left the kingdcMti, and efpe- 
cially the capital, without even the ad- 
vantages arifing from the rcfidencc of aft 
tfMravag&nt ^ourt. The public roads were 
ftdt repaired i the royal palaces reqialred 

no 



t8 ELUCIDATION OF THE HISTORY Of 

no fupplies, aftd employed little of the in-» 
duftry of the people ; and the propofed 
augmentation of the army was neglcfted. 
The country was drained of ready moneyjj 
the; exchange run high in favour of Ham-r 
burg and other foreign parts, trade de-t 
Cay^ci, and the national credit fufFered. 
, In this melancholy fituation the King 
found his dominions upon his return. His 
giddinefs of thought, which it was impo^-» 
fible to {{% upon any objeft that did no<; 
immediately conc^err; the common trifling 
occupations of his life, prevented his pro-? 
perly eonfidering the tendency of thefe 
evils, and difpelled every fentiment tha| 
could have drawn his attention to them. 

The young Queen, however, obfcrved 
with pleafure the favorable change that 
had taken place in the general behaviour 
of her Lord, and flattered herfelf that he 
would likewife fhew her niore attentioi^ 

and 



and confideftGC than foftncrly. But had 
lie even been inclined to gratify thefe fond 
cxpedtations, the pernicious principles in- 
iUlled into and rooted in his mind by his 
favorite. Hoik, were fufEcient to have 
rendered his reformaiion of very fhortdate. 
To the reft of his family the King prefcrv-*- 
cd his former coolnefs and referve; nor 
iiras his conduft more open or.complaifant 
towards his minifters. 

, Minifters, who wifhed to continue in 
power, could not reafonably complain that 
cheir nwnarch willingly refigned the buli- 
jrcfs of the ftate into their hands^^ and, 
throwing the care of government upon 
their fhoulders, ftudied nothing but his 
own private amufement and pleafure. The 
King was conftantly furrounded by a fwarm 
of young libertines, whofe only ftudj it 
Icemed, to dilpel the tnnui infeparable 
from his want of fcrious eniiployment, 

and 
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ftt Juft renderad tbemfelve^ a^<»|iu|i0ix ^Wr 
celTar^ to his exifkacc. ApMmg tfaefe^ 
yoiing Count H0& pd3&0ed tht jgttatdBk 
fk^rt of his favon 

. While things Aood thftia itt iCinikrt^ ith^ 
^uiet ami uiinociii^d protef^i^VS ^f thfCf 
King's m&&. iacimatt ftiendihopi gradnaMy 
xiiifed a n^o into iin|)Ort$^Q<iei whofeirr^ 
refiftible influence wdis to dcjcidie the fjitp 
©f the favorites, the nc^injfters, t^ic fonajly, 
And the fuhjefts of feisTOonapch. TWs inwi 
^.as SxituFNSifi, The hiftQfy pf his rift^ 
Jiis, atchievements, his «fplon4id ferttmq^ 
his difgraoe, a^ivd hts aiel^^nohdly en4> ^^ 
intimately iatei»waven with ihe DaQiih hir 
Aory, during the period iu>w ^ndier our 
jconftderatioii. We flldl foon Xee him rulp 
•both the King and his >minifl;er^, and gi^^ 
:^rn&w and better form to the Paniih go^- 
TfiEiuneiitj bxtt'WjefliaU thpn >iee hin[i (aJI^ 

from 



^m his 'debated fituatiofi^ by t3ie iveak- 
ncfs of his charafter, the crror§ of his coiv- 
duft, but) above aJlj.ibf aoa Bntowardoe& 
tsC fortune, that has. rendered hxm ?ont of 
ti*c tnoft ftriking iiaflranbes of the inftabi- 
lic^idf Ivoman :grea.ttid&. It will be fxfbpor 
tbflt I lici^ infert fbFnnBe.^rnmnjt of hb /birth 
|Uididiiir^u£ter, whichmiil^coiriidjerably tend 
tb Am^ light 3HpDn the 'fiibfeqiceiit mx«*r- 
#Cft<!feSH>f his lifev " 

«t HaMe,' in the year 1737. His fethar 
Ad^MH 'StftiCftfec, then mitiifter erf one of 
^Txe prtncipal dhurdieis m that city, had 
*raifeel 'Wmftflf -to 'that fituaticyn by merit 
and learninff. In the year 1757 he re- 
<ic»vfed. ^ Pwfocation to the -German domi- 
nrorts'df the^Kingi:lf Denmarfc, and was 
ij^ppointcd BrohJi*9 aiid niinifter of the 

^ "^Probft^ a corruption of the Latin word pr.^pofituSf 

£gnUie« a dignitary of the Lutheran or Reformed 

Churchy to whom tlffi clergy of the diocefeare in ibme 

neafiue iubje^ 

principal 
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principal cRurch at Altona 5 and, thrcJl 

years after, Superintcndant General * of 

th^ churches in Hoftcin and ScWefwig. . 

His imother was - the only daughter df 

John Samuel Carl, phyfician to xhe King 

of Denmark* Struenfee was therefore not 

born of noble parents j- : but though pride 

may obje6t to his birth, reafon cannot but 

revere the family that produced fo emi:^ 

nerit a man ; for he was a proof that merit 

is not confined to any particular .rank or 

ftation. It muft likewife be . confidcred, 

that the low rank of Struenfee procured 

him many advjantages that he might others 

wife have wanted. The early part of his 

• The Superintendants of the Lutheran and Re- 
fonhed churches in Gefmany^ are in fpiritual affaljrs 
nearly equivalent to our Bifhopsy but have ho tem- 
poral rank or authority. 

. + It rouft be remembered, that in Germany, and 
the neighbouring ftates, the real and imaginary privi- 
leges of noble birth, are confiderably«greater than in 
England ; and that not to be born of noble parents, is 
too often thought a misfortune, if nqt a difgrace* 

life 
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life was fpent under the care of a tender 
«and anxious father; his education was un- 
exceptionable i he had acquired a ftpre of 
ufefyl knowledge, and his underftanding 
had been well employed and cultivated. 
From bis infancy he had been , inured to 
thought, and the inftru6tions he received 
were fuch as could not but produce a good 
effed. Nature had given him an agreeable 
pcrfon, a clear underftanding, and an enter- 
prifing fpirit ; but to thefci and many other 
excellent mental qualifications, flie had 
added fome that proved very dangerous to 
the poffeffor. At a very early age, he difco- ^ 
vered an afpiring, a reftlefs, and unbounded 
ambition; The fplendid accounts of his 
uncommon fuccefs, and of the honours 
beftowed upon him, filled therefore his 
worthy father with tender fplicitude and 
fear. " My fon," faid he once to a friend, 
" niy fon will prove too weak to bear the 

t> *^ favor 
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^ favor of his Sovereign/* Thcfe words 
contain the whole hiftory of Stnienfce. 
Struenfee moreover had too great a love 
of pleafure, his ideas of morality were too 
loofe, and his refpeft for. religion too 
flightly founded. All thcfe faults are ftic^ 
as are Kkely to be increafed to a very per- 
nicious degree, by fudden and great fiKT- 
cefs ; they arc the moft dangerous enemies 
a man can have, whofe fituation makes him 
an objeft of general attention 5 they muft 
lead him into great errors; and ev©ry ftatef- 
man ought, from motives of policy, to 
guard againft them in Kimfelf. 

When Struenfee had arrived at that ag^, 
when it becomes necefllary to form feme 
future plan of life, he refolved to ftudy 
phyfic ; and had already taken his doi^or's 
degree, before his father was called to Al- 
tona, to which place he accompanied him. 
Here his merit in his profeflion, and his' ta- 

knts. 
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ientsi hon procuted him fame and refpedt. 
Among the friends he acquired at Al-^ 
itona, were two men, each of whom afted 
a confiderable, but different part with him, 
in his fubfequcnt advancement- Thcfe 
mrt Countii RAKZAC*-Ascit£^BERC and 
Brandt,' Both feemcd then his /nV^^j j 
but> in the fequci, the formef becan^ th« 
principal ihftrument of his ruin, the lat-* 
tcr the companion of his melancholy fate. 
He likewife fecured the favor and friend- 
ilhip of Madame Yon Berkenthibn, at 
Pinncburg. Sbewas the lady of Chevalier 
Von Berkenchien, who had been formerly 
the governor of King Frederic the Fifth i 
and her mcercft procured him his fWft re- 
commendations at court. 

In the year 1768, Struenfce was ap- 
pointed Phyfician in Ordinary to his Da- 
nifhMajeftyi and, at the fame time, or- 
dered to accompany him on his travels^ 

D 2 From 
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From that moment his whole attention was 
devoted to the. fervice of the King, or ra- 
ther to the completion of his .own ambi- 
tious views, founded on the pbffeinon of 
the favor of his Sovereign. Fortune fe- 
conded his endeavours; and in a fhort 
time raifcd him to a fituation too.clevatpd 
to have been attained even by. gntzt abili- 
ties, and great! fuccefs, unaided; by the 
moft uncommon conjun&ure 9f fortunate 
circumftances. . . . 

Struenfee had, iipon the King's return 
to Copenhagen,. already m^de great ftrides 
towards .the attainriientof his'wifhes. At 
that junfture party fpirit had arrived at 
fuch a height, that feparate and diftin6t 
faftions began alr^^y to be formed. The 
moft numerous and refpeftable of thefe, 
was that of t|ie young Count Hoik. All the 
m.inifters of ftate were of this party : they 

had nothing to fear from him ; for he was 

too 
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too giddy, and loved pleafure aod the Jhow 
o( power too irtuch, to prove dangerous to 
their real influence. The only enenmy they 
feared, was thej reig^uig Queen ; whofe 
authority, fliould it ever become confider- 
able, muft, they well forefaw, be danger- 
oils to their own importance. Hoik en* 
courag^ the King in principles that could 
not but be highly ofFenfive to the Queen, 
and deprive her of all influence with hinr). 
Nothing therefore could be<niore defirable 
to the mi;>ifl:ers^ who, had no other view 
but the preservation of their own power> , 
than the continuation of that degree of 
royal favor which Hoik l)ad acquifed. 

The few partifans of Queen Juliana (har- 
ed with her the obfturit)?^ and folitude in 
which Ihe then lived. A few young men, 
without fortune, without influence, and 
without that moft neceflfary qualification 
of a courtier, experience in date intrigue, 

D 3 attached 
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attached themfdves to the reigning Quecin, 
whofe charms and talents feemetl to pro- 
mife her the acquifition of great power over 
the King, whenever circumftanccs ihould 
change, or the counfels of his prcfent fa- 
vorites lofc that weight with him which 
they then poffcffed. But the young Qufecn 
thought their fupport top weak to build 
any fanguine hopes upon ; ^and (he had al- 
ready formed a plan, from which fhe pro- 
miftd herfelf moi-d fuceefs. 

Notwithftandlrig the youth of this prin- 
cefs, (he had a degree of aftive refolution, 
that could hot long lie idle. She fcvere- 
ly felt her humiliating fituation at court, 
without power or authority of any kind : and 
fhe plainly faw that there were no means 
left her to recover that power, which ought 
to have been infeparable from her rank and 
talents, but to acquire the confidence and 
cftcem of her lord, Shq was convinced 

that 
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that this would be impoffible^ as long as 
Hoik remained his favorite. She could 
not place confidence in any of the mini- 
fterSi but had a great diflike to every one 
of them J and dreaded particularly the 
ppwcr of Count Bernftorf* At , that time 
there ieemed little probability that the 
Queef> Powager Juliana would rife to im- 
portaace^ from the negle6t into which fhe 
had funk. She therefore boldly refolved 
, !to exert her utmoft endeavours to deftroy 
the influence pf the reigning favorite, and 
f baffle cyery hoftile attenipt of the mi- 
oiftry. 

Her firft ftep was a ftudied attention 
to, and rca4y compliance with, the moft 
trifling wifhes of the King, An uncom- 
mon conjunfture of cireumftances favor* 
cd her defign. Count Hoik poflefled not 
one of thofe qualifications of mind, by 
which many a favorite has defied oppo- 

D 4 fition^ 
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fition, ' and kept his place in fpite of th« 
mod fubtlc intrigue. He had no know- 
ledge of the human mind, nor was he 
deeply verfed in the chicanery of a court j 
but owed his confequence folely to the 
character of the monarch : and himfelf af? 
lifted his rival, whofe fthemes were too re- 
fined for his comprehcnfion, in gaining the 
royal favor. He introduced him, when- 
ever he found an opportunity, into the 
King's company; and as he knew that the 
Queen hated Struenfee as much as fhc 
did him, he encouraged the Kihg to make 
him his companion, whenever he vifited 
her. By this laft circumftance, affairs foon 
took a turn, which fliewed, in the ftrongeft 
light, the penetration of the Queen, and 
the gid.ly inexperience of the favorite. 

The Queen obferved that the King's re- 
gard for Hoik diminilhed in proportion as 
his friendfliip for Struenfee increafed. She 

perceived 
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perceived that the company of the latter 
became daily more pleafing and more ne- 
€eflary to him ; and that his influence be- 
gan to extend, not only to every concern 
of the King's private life, but to the moft 
important aflfairs of the ftate. She foon 
faw'that the condud of Struenfee was Very 
different from the infolent behavior of 
Count Hoik. He not only kept within 
the bounds of the ftridtefl: and moft fub- 

« 

miflive relpeft ; but he fecmed to feel his 
embarrafling fituation, in being fo often 
/creed into her prefence for the fole purpofe 
of infulting her. By degrees her ill opinion 
of Iffis charafter was changed into one much 
more favorable ; his converfation grew 
lefs difagreeable to her \ and (he difcovered 
in him a fuperior and well cultivated un-* 
d^rftariding. The increafing partiality of 
the King for him caught her ^ attention \ 
and ihe treated him, at laft, with a degree 

of 
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of favnor and condefccnfion which coiild 
not long remain unnoticed. 
^ The firft fymptoms of a change in the 
King's difpadtion either efcapcd, or were 
beneath the notice of> the minifters^. and 
of Count Hoik : the latter even for- 
warded its completion. Its efFefts were, 
however, very foon evident; and to t,hc in- 
fatuation of her enemies, the Queen chiefly 
owed the fuccefs of her plan. The King 
became tired of his way of living, artd con- 
fetjuently cold and refervcd towards Holk« 
Stfuenfee gained ail the con£cquence with 
Mm which the other loft. Thefe circum- 
fiances did not efcape the vigilance of the 
Queen j (he faw their importance ; and re- 
folved to purfue her plan againft Hoik 
with all her power* 

A feries of fortunate events fupported 
141 her this dawn of hope* The office of 
Chancellor of State had been promifed t^ 

Bernftorf 
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Bernftorf upon his return from his travels 
with the King. This idea had been laid 
aiide ; and the regard of the monarch for 
him fcemed to be confiderably diminiflied. 
About this time it was refolvcd that the 
Prince Royal fhould be inoculated for the* 

fmall ppx. This operation was committed 

- * , •» ■ 

to the care of Struenfee, who performed it 
in the month of May 1770. He was at 
the fame time appointed by the Que«a to 
fuperintend the education of the young 
Prince. The inoculation fucceeded be- 
yond cxpe£bation, and Strpenfee was li- 
berally rernrarded. He was created an 
honorary member of the council*, and 
^pointed Reader to their Majefties, with 
a lalary of 1 500 dollars f . This enabled 
}um to give up bis prafkice, and to attend 
conftandy iifki^n die court. Struenfee had^ 
fiuring the iilne& of the Prince^ entirely 

• Confercnz Rath. 

i Aln^t 50QL a cofifidcnble &laty iaDeiunaik. 

gained 
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entirely changed; and he placed a degree 
of confidence in. her, of, which Ihc foon 
made ufe ta the attainment of her pur- 
pofes* Her firft ftep Was the difgrace of 
young Count Holk« 

Affairs had proceeded fo far^ before th^ 
minifters were roufed from their totpid 
fecurity -, and they began to behold» with 
aftoniihment and dread> the fudden change 
that appeared in the meafures of the courtf« 
They firft endeavored to remove the royal 
page> Warnstatt, who upon the dif- 
grace of young Hoik had ftepped into his 
place ; but they found their utmoft exer- 
tions without effeft. They then tried to 
obtain the difiniifion of Struenfeis : but 
the King was deaf to their applications j 
for the Queen fupported him with all her 
newly-acquired influence. They tcpre^ 
fented that degree of familiarity difcovercd 
between her and the new favoritej as im- 
proper. 
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proper, if not criminal j but their difco^ 
VC17 gave them, only greater reafon to 
doubt the fuccefs of any Rieafures they 
might purfue againft hin^i. 

In this unfortunate turn of their affairs^ 
the minifters received an offer of affift^ 
aiice fram a man, who cherifhed the moft 
inveterate hatred to the afpiring favo^ 
rite. This was the Ruffian ambaffador, 
PmLOSOPHOw. He hated Strucnfcc, both 
liom political and perfonal niotives. He 
knew that he endeavored, by every n^eans 
in his. power^ to indiKe the King to Ihabe 
off the ferviJc fulgeftion in which he was 
held by the cotiirt of Pjeterfburg. ScnitH- 
fee had robbed him of die aSedtioo of a 
lady to whom he was viblcatly attached 5 
find Philofophow had ddooght proper ^ 
afrenge the iniiilt by a public asid corpond 
chaftifement of his enemy, wltich Ifchewed 
at once the brutalitj of his chantdcr toA. 

of 

J 
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of his refentment. The fituation of Stru^ 
enfce, at that time, prevented his returning 
this treatment upon the ambaffador; but it 
made the deeper impreffion upon his mind> 
and he never forgot it. The ambajQTador 
knew how entirely Bernftorf was devoted 
to the views of his court; and this was 
an additional motive to afford him every 
afliftance in his power. He therefore en- 
deavored to increafe his fears of the cort- 
fequences of the fudden elevation of Stru* 
cnfee ; he' reprefented to him the urgent 
neceflity of removing fo dangerous a mati 
from court ; promifed to engage his Im^ 
perial Miftrefs in their common intereft, 
and to fupport it with all hir authority* 
Perhaps at that time fo formidable a mea-^ 
lure might have fucceeded \ but Bernftorf 
and his friends thought proper to decline 
the offer of the Ruffian : their felf-love 

hid from them the real danger of their 

fituation; 
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fituation ; and their pride defpifed an ene- 
myi whofe importance feemed too trifling 
to add glory to their viftory. 

This carelefs and iriaftive eonduft is the 
more to be wondered at in Count Bern- 
ftorfi as it is certain that, a confiderable 
time before, he had made no fecret of his 
fentiments in regard to the charafter of 
Struenfee, and the views of which he fuf- 
pedked him j and had thereby fhewn that 
they had not efcaped his attention, but 
that he had examined them with his ufual 
penetration, and made fuch conclufions as 
the event authorifed. 

In the mean time the court removed to 
Schlefwig. Bernftorf, Hoik, and Moltke ac- 
companied the King as in his former tours 
Warnftatt and Struenfee were in his fuite. 
Thefe two oppofite parties feemed very un- 
equal ^ but the prefence of the Queen, 
whofe power was now confiderably increaf- 

E ' cd^ 
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ed, turned the fcale in favor of the latter. 
Bernftorf knew this, and took fuch mea- 
fures as he thought neeeffary to his own 
fecurity. He perfuaded the Ruflian am- 
baflador, who had refolved upon a journey 
to Aix la ChapeHe, to go no further than 
Pyrmont, that he might, upon an emer- 
gency, be nearer at hand. He had like- 
wife intereft fufEcient to keep open his 
office as Minifter for Foreign AfFairs, not- 
withftanding his abfcnce from Copenha- 
gen; and the foreign ambaffadors were 
dcfired to tranfaft their bufinefs with him 
by letter. It had been intended that Count 
Moltke Ihould fucceed to this appoint- 
ment ; but Bernftorf had reafon to with- 
draw his confidence from this his old 
friend, fince the clofe connexioifc of Moltke 
with Chevalier Von Rofencranz, whom 
he very juftly looked upon as his fccret 
enemy. 

.The 
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The Queen's party, however, fucceff- 
fuUy purfucd the advantages they had 
already gained. By the advice of Stru- 
enfee, Ihe began to look out for a man 
whofe rank aild influence might counter- 
balance that of the minifter. For this 
purpofe he piropofed his friend Count Ran- 
zau-Afchenbergj who, though he had for- 
merly Ihared the difgrace of Count de St. 
Gcrmain> had always been perfonally agree- 
able to the King. Ranz^ was then on 
term's of intirhate frien^dihip with Struen- 
fee, and totally Jipftik to Bernftorf and the 
Ruflian amfe^ffado^^i As the Queen feem- 
ed Very un^^y ag lon^; as Hoik remained 
at court, Struenfee improved her anxiety 
On this account to the advancement of his 
other friend Count Brandt, who had for- 
merly pofleffed much of the royal favor : 
and as the removal of Hoik was fully deter- 
minied upon, he defigned his appointments 

E 2 for- 
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for this friend ; and accordingly the two 
Counts' were recalled. The cfFeft of their 
prefence at court was foon very evident. 
The King mewed already rrtelancholy 
fymptoms of that deranged ftate of mind, 
into which he afterwards funk. The only 
perfon who could have guided him to ftiea*- 
fures confiftent with the dignity of his 
charafter, Bernftorfy found his influence ra- 
pidly declining. The King's afFeftion for 
the Queen, and his favor to Struenfee, par- 
took, by degrees, more of abjeft weakneft 
than of free inclination. His extreme 
fubmilTion to Struenfee, and his pernicious 
and difgraceful connexion with Count Ran* 
zau, could not but confiderably lower him 
in the afi^eftion of his Queen, and feemed 
to have a bad efFeft upon her conduft. 
She in fome meafure departed from th^t 
tiignity of manners, and that graceful re- 
ferve, which had made her more amiable 

than 
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than her beauty ; and her youthful mind^' 
unufed to power, forgot the rigid diftatei 
of prudence, and indulged in diffipatedi 
amufements, unfavorable to the preferva-r 
tion of an unblemifhed charafter. Her 
good and innocent heart Led her to defpifS 
the ccnfure of the world ; and her uncom- 
mon vivacity carried her beyond the 
bounds which a ftriA regard for her repu- 
tation ought to have prefcribed to her. 

Hoik now became more and more dif- 
agreeable to the King j and at laft, by the 
united exertion of his enemies, loft entire- 
ly his favor. The will of the monarch 
flowed now in a diflFerent channel than 
formerly. This became very evident by 
the changes that took place at court, and 
in the council of ftatc, upon his return to 
Copenhagen from Schlefwig. Count Hoik, 
and his fifter Madame Von der Liihe, Mif- 
trcfs of the Queen's Houfehold, felt their 

E 3 ; firft 
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iirft cffefts : both were banjfhed from court. 
Count Brandt fucceedcd Hoik in the King's 
favor^ and in his office as Direftor of the 
Royal Amufemcnt$. 

This ftrokc was an efFedual warning to 
Count Bernftorf. He faw now, too late, 
the effeds of his indifcretion, and the 
danger of his fituation. The only means( 
of fafety fcemed the protcdion of RuQia ^ 
and he loft no time in apprizing the mi- 
nifter of that court of every circumftancc 
that had happened. This brought Philo- 
fophow immediately to Copenhagen : but 
his power was at an end ; and he arrived 
merely to witncfs the triumph of his moft 
inveterate foe. The times were gone when 
the power of Ruffia reigned fupreme over 
the court of Denmark ^ when the King 
and his minifters trenibjed at a finglc threat 
of oppofition to the Holfatian treaty of 
«5tchangej lyhen the powerful Saldbr 

raifed 



ll 



COUNTS STRUENS5E AND BRANDT. 55 

raifed or dqpofed the officers of the Da- 
nifh court at pleafure, diftributed its ho- 
nours, and in the enjoyment of a degree 
of power and fplendor never before known 
by a foreign aihbaffador, determined that, 
in fpite of the will of his minifters, and 
the wiflies of his people, the King fhould 
travel : when the proud Philofophow could 
guide the will of the monarch as he pleat- 
ed, and, upon the appointment of Count 
Von Gorz, the intimate friend of Count 
St. Germain, to a confiderable poft in the 
army, could write to the Daniih fovereign, 
^' I have orders from my court to leave 
** Copenhagen, and to break ofFall nego- 
^* ciations, unlefs this dangerous and in- 
^' triguing man be immediately removed 
^' from your Maj^fly'sfervice.** Struenfee, 
whofe influence extended to every concern 
both of the ftate and pf the court, had 

E 4 now 
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now totally changed the will and inclina- 
tion of the monarch. 

The court rcfided, after its return, fcl- 
dom at Copenhagen, but was chiefly held 
at Hirfchholm, and was compofed entirely 
of the Queen's party. Bernflorf could no 
longer conceal from himfelf, that the en- 
deavors of his enemies to deprive him of 
the favor of his fovereign, had too well 
fucceeded. His mind was ferioufly per- 
plexed to decide, whether he ought quiet- 
ly to await the fall that threatened him, or 
to prevent it by retiring. The firft feem-r 
cd more becoming the dignity of his 
charafter, and the fame he had acquired. 
He had nothing to fear in trufting his. 
conduit to the opinion of the world 5 he 
could reafonably expeft that the more fen- 
fible part of mankind would not haftily 
judge of him by the appearance of cir- 

cumftances. 
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cumftances, but deliberately weigh the real 
merits of his aftions. He had not long to 
wait for the decifion of his fate. As he 
fat down to devote fome few more hours 
to the public welfare, he received a letter 
from the King, by which he was difcharg- 
ed from any further fervices. His firft 
feelings were painful 5 but he foon reco- 
vered himfelf, and faid calmly to one of 
his fervants, who was the only witnefs of 
this difegreeable moment, ^^ I am difmifled 
5^ from my poft :" and added, with eyes 
and hands lifted up to heaven, ^^ Almighty 
^^ Ruler of the Univerfe, blefs this coun- 
f^ try and its king !'* 

Thus fell this great ftatefman, in whom 
Denmark loft one of its wifeft minifters, 
whofe attention had been uniformly dired- 
cd to the public welfare, and whofe name 
will be handed down to pofterity, among 
thofe of fuch men who have ferved their 

country 
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country difintereftcdly, honorably, ' and fuc*- 
ccfsfuUy. Rofencranz, whofe fall foon fol- 
lowed that of Bernftorf, had firft contri- 
buted to render the Queen fufpicious of 
this great man ; Struenfee had promoted 
what he began ; and Ranzau ftruck the 
blow that completed his difgrace. This 
important event Svas the forerunner of 
thofe changes that foon afterwards hap-, 
pened. 

After the removal of Bernftorf, none of 
the minifters had much reafoa to think 
themfelves fecure in the places ; and their 
^pprehenfions were too well grounded. Ad- 
miral Count Lauerwig, whofe daughter, 
upon the King's return, had been mar- 
ried to the difgraced favorite ; old Count 
Hoik, Prefident of the Board of Reve- 
nue; and young Count Bernftorf, Firft Com- 
miflioner of the Cuftoms, were difmificd 

from their empbyments. In a few days, 

the 



•■J 



COUNTS STRUBNSIE AND BRANDT. 59 

the three minifters. Counts Hoik the 
younger. Count Thott, and Chevalier Von 
Rofencranz, fliared the fame fate. Gene- 
ral Hauch, Prefident of the War Office, 
made room for the appointment of Count 
Ranzau; Vice Admiral Romling fuc- 
ceeded Count Lauerwig in the naval de- 
partment, and in the rank of Admiral ; 
and Count Ranzau, General Gohler, and 
Baron Schak-Rathlau, then Firft Com- 
miffioner of Finance, occupied the vacant 
feats in the Privy Council. The latter how- 
ever foon relinquifhed his appointment. 
Without private fortune, without any tH- 

> 

peftation of providing for his family fuit- 
ably to his rank,- and notwithftanding he 
had once known better days, he ftill had 
courage to oppofe certain new regulations, 
by which the power of the Board was re^ 
ftrifted; to demand his difmiflion; and to 
letire, without a penfion, to his eftates, 

and 
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and enjoy his humble fortune in honor- 
able obfcurity. Count Schimmelman alone 
cfcaped the. general difgrace of the Danifh 
ftatefmen. He did not however owe his 
exemption to any particular favor at court, 
but to the facility with which he could fa-- 
crifice his dignjty, and flatter thofe whole 
power he feared ; and to his prudence in 
quitting the court during this dangerous 
ferment, taking up his refidence at Ham- 
burg, and doing the bufinefs of his em- 
bajQTy ^ith as little noife and ftir as pof- 
fible. 

The new miniftry did not think proper 
to fill up the office of Minifter of Foreign, 
Affairs, vacant by the difmiffion of Bernf- 
torf ; but notice was given to the Ambaf- 
fadors, that in future all their bufinefs 
fhould be tranfmitted to the King himfelfj^ 
in writing. This naeafure was chiefly in- 
tended to deprive the Ruflian Minifler of 

every 
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every poffibility of carrying on any fecret 
intrigue, by which the execution of the 
new plan could be delayed or prevented. 
This did not efcape Philofophow : he was 
highly offended ; and vented his anger in 
the moft virulent language, and the bit- 
tereft complaints and remonftrances. He 
publicly threatened the miniftry with the 
vengeance of his court ; and immediately 
dilpatchcd a courier to Peterfburg, witH . 
a full account of the ftrange tranfaftions 
to which he had lately been a witnefs. 
The King fent, at the fame time. Adjutant 
General Warenftatt to the fame place, to 
acquaint the Court of Ruffia with the 
changes he had thought proper to make. 

This great convulfion, by which almofl: 
every defcription. of the fervants of the 
ftate were affeded, and by which the chief 
of them were thrown down from their ele- 
vated fituations^occafioned the utmoft con- 

fternation 
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fternation throughout the kingdom. Queen 
Juliana beheld the ftorm at a diftancc > Jvcr 
paflions were as varied as they were impo- 
tent i and Ihe induftrioufly courted and 
lympathifcd with thofe who had been the 
objefts of its fury. 

The reigning Queen, and her fortunate 
advifer, enjoyed now quietly the fruits of 
their fuccds.- Their tranquillity was un>- 
interrupted, but by the moft Ivlxurious 
amufemcnts ; and their happinefs feemed 
to exceed the ufual lot of human nature 
They however did not negleS the mtans 
moft likely to infur > ftability to their good 
fortune ; and, to Ihis end, they purfued a 
well digefted plan. Struenfee, whofe am- 
bition aimed at nothing lefs than engrofling 
the whole royal power to the Queen and 
himfelf, faw that this would be impoffible, 
unlefs it could be united in one point, the 
perfan, of the King. They kept him there- 
fore 
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fi»-e excluded from all confipany, as they 
too well knew that his will was that of 
thofe who furrounded his perfon. It was 
agreed that Brandt fhould exert his ut- 
moft inirention, to make him pafs his time 
in as agreeable a ftate of idlenefs as pofTi* 
blc: and he fucceeded to his utmoft wifhj 
as the mode of life provided for the King, 
cxaftly correfponded with his trifling cha- 
rafter. This prepared the way for the 
moft important ftep the Queen and Stru- 
enfec had yet taken. The miniftcrs of 
ftate, of every rank, received orders to 
commit all their bufinefs to paper ; as the 
King fhould not in futu/b tranfaft anything 
with them in perfon, but give them his 
anfwers ^nd orders in writing. The de- 
cifive efFeft of this meafurc muft evidently 
appear from what has been already faid. 

About this tinne Adjutant General Wa- 
renftatt returned from Petcrfburg, and with 

him 
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hiih the courier dilpatched by the Rufliafi 
Ambaffador. The ftudied civility with 
which the former had been treated at Pc^ 
terfburg, raifed a ftrong fufpicion againfb 
him ', and his fccrecy was, in general, £b 
little to be depended upon^ that imme- 
diately upon his return to Copenhagen, 
he was ordered into elofe confinement, un- 
der the care of an officer whofe fidelity 
. could be trufted, and who had ftrift or^ 
ders to fufFer nobody to fpeak to him. To 
apologize for this ftep to the public, it 
was pretended that he had unrieceffarily 
delayed his departure from Peterfburg, and 
had fpent feveral days at Stockholnri with- 
out leave. But it had, notwithftanding, a 
bad effeft upon the public opinion ; and 
it was rumoured that the anfwer brought 
home by him, was of a very difagreeablc 
nature. The court naturally reprefented 
the cafe in a difF(prent light ; and Count 

• Ranzau, 
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ftanzau, whofe thoughts are always pub- 
lic property, afferted, with oftent^ious fa- 
tisfaftion, that the Danifh government had 
now ihaken off the yoke of Ruffia, tinder 
which it had fo long ' and fo difgracefuUy 
l^orcd. It feems however that Philofo* 
phow did not receive any inftruftiOriS fronr 
his court to oppofe the neV fyftem* H^ 
Jiad for fome time paft been in a very 
deranged ftate of mind i and, upon his re- 
queft, cafily obtained his difmiffion^ Be- 
fore he departed, he defired a private au- 
dience of leave of the King, but it was 
rcfufed him : and he received for anfwer, 
that he muft take leave in the ufual p.ublic 
manner. He replied that his health did 
not permit his attendance upon fo public 
an occafion; and left Copenhagen with- 
out feeing, or taking leave of, any one of 
thfe Royal Family. 

F About 
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About that time the office of Minifter 
of Foreign Affairs Viras, to the great for- 
prize of every body, given to Count Oftcn^ 
who was exprefsly recalled from Naples, 
where he had hitherto reflded as DaniJh 
Ambaffador. C6unt Often Was fo well 
known to be devoted to the Views of Rtrf^ 
fia, that this appoihtment fefcrined to be 
wholly incohfiftent yirith the general fyfteih 
of rtieifiires purfued By the Qdeeh's party : 
andj foon after his appointment, he todk a 
ftep, in which his charafter and political 
bias evidently appeared. Notwithftandin^ 
his delire to render himfelf agreeable ib 
the party by whom he had been promoted, 
he determined b^ fofne mearts to fiattefr 
the cbiirt 6f Ruffia. He therefore dttw up 
z kihd of defence elf the late changes ih 
adminiftration, adorned ttrith all tH6 flowery 
rhetoric in his. power, and feiit it to Pe- 
terfburg. This difpatch found a more fa- 
vorable 
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ToraUe reception chan the letter of the 
King^ and produced a better tffeOu The 
En^rbfs^ whole pride was not a little hurt 
at the la& of her tnflt^nce in Danifh po* 
litics^ was glad to look upon the humU 
liating apologies contained in Count Oi^ 
ten*8 defence, as a complete tefcdge for 
the inixHt odBTered to her by the forooer let^^ 
ters and by that means to get rid of this 
m>ublefome btifinefs with fome degree of 
credit. The only anfwer therefore returned 
to the memorial of Count Often waSj th$t 
as long as the Q^n^ Count Raazau» and 
Stiruenfee ikould ribtain their pre&nt inffu- 
eace^ tfee court of Ruflia could place no 
d^cndance upon the good-will or the 
fridndfiiip of that of Denmark. 
^ 'Hie clofe of the year 1770 was diftin* 
goiflied by a meafure that entirely fub* 
verted the former conftitution of Den- 
mark^ and at the fame time removed every 

F 2 check 
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check upon the power of Struenfec and the 
Queen^ stnd placed the moft uncontroul-^ 
ed and decifive authority in their hands. 
By a royal mandate, written entirely by 
the King^fi own hand, dated December the 
ayth, the Privy Council of State was for 
ever aboliflied ; and, in it» place, a Board 
cftabltihed*, confifting of the Chiefs of 
every other Public Board i the power o£ 
which was confined to very narrow linnits. 
This Board was ordered to meet at certain 
appointed times i its power of deliberation 
was extended to every concern of the ftate^ 
but it was entirely deprived of that of de- 
ciding upoii any fubjeft. Its members 
enjoyed no particular title or rank, no aug« 
mentation of falary, in confequence of their 
appointments ; but formed a body defti- 
tute of authority, dignity, and energy, and 
which could at any time be abolifhed with^ 

* Conferenz-commiflion* 
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out trouble or difhirbance. The abolition 
of the Council of State could, howeverj not 
be fo quietly efFefted. It formed the mod 
refpedable and confiderable body in the 
ftate. By the capitulation of Frj^dbric the 
Third, it had acquired the fplendid and im- 
portant privilege, that its members were 
Joint regents with thofe regularly appointed 
in cafe of a minority or interregnum. They 
had, befides, the moft elevated ideas of the 
rank annexed to their fituation j they had 
always flattered themfelves by a compari- 
fon with the ^enate of Sweden ; it was 
their boaft that they formed the only con- 
ftitytional body which had furvived the 
' violent revolution of the year 1660 j and 
they fancied themfelves in fome meafure 
the rcprefentatives of the people, and the 
only remaining check upon the royal pre- 
rogative. The Coftncil of State enjoyed 
the fple right of deciding in fuits de- 

F 3 pending 
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pending between the nobles ; and the D&« 
nifh nobility prided themfelves not a little 
upon their ancient right to fit as member$ 
of this Council. Its abolition therefore 
was confidered as an inAilt to the dignity 
and privileges of the whole body: from 
that monient the actions of Struenfee^ 
which they had before fuffered to pafs un- 
noticed, were watched by them with jea- 
lous diftruft i and they vowed to be re- 
venged upon the author of their difgrace. 
Thefe fentiments aroft likewife in the 
breaft of a man, whofe rank and cbnfe- 
quence were confiderably afFeftcd by this; 
meafure. This was Count Ranzau, whom 
we have hitherto feen at the head of the 
Queen's party, but who jiever could for- 
give this inftance of ingratitude to his 
fervices. 

It was now neceflary to proceed to fuch 
meafurcs as tende4 to eftabliih and con- 

firm 
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firm thofe already taken. The King yrz^ 
therefore perfuaded to deliver over the 
perfonal management of affairs into the 
hands of Struenfee. Fanning^ Private 
Secretary to the King, a creature of the 
}lu0iafi minifter, was difcharged. Warn^ 
^att, who by fon^e imprudent hints in 
conveifatipn had become fufpedbed, was 
ient from Copenhagen. Moft of the ad^ 
herents of the late miniftry were, by de- 
grees, difmiiTed from the Public Boards. 
Count Ahlfeldt, whofc uncommon me- 
rits had gained the general love of the 
people, but ejccited the apprehenfions of 
the court, was rejgioyed from his poft as 
-Commander in Chief* at Copenhagen, 
and was fent in the fame capacity to Ol- 
denburg ; and Colonel Surne, a man 
from whom nothing was to be feared, was 
.appointed Governor of that city. This 

* Militaerifcher Stadthalter* 
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laft regulation completed the fyftem form- 
ed by the Queen and Strueqfee, by which 
the Danifh conftitution was entirely new 
piodelled. 

^ The King, or rather. his advifers, had 
now acquire«d the fole power of decifion in 
every concern of ftate : the royal autho-*_ 
l"ity had now fhakcn off every reftriftion 5 
and, direfted by the hands in which it was 
yras now placed, defied every oppofition* 
This great event had been accomplilhed 
in the courfe of a very few months, by a 
young Princefs no^ above twenty, a man 
of low extra ff ion *, and a few young gentle- 
men without rank and experience. — A re- 
pnarkable inftance of that charaftef of 
weaknefs and inftability which is fo ftrong-- 
ly imprefled upon the greateft achieve-, 
ments qf the human race ! 

• See Note, page jz, 

We 
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We now fee the fate of Denmark en- 
tirely at the difpofal of Struenfee ; but a 
dreadfully fudden cataftrophe will fooh teai* 
him from his elevated feat : we ftiall fee 
the fhort fpace of time, during which the 

reins of government are guidfed by his 
hand, teem with political projefts, that are 
new, extenfivc, noble, bold, or daring. But, 
before we proceed to follow him in this 
career, it will be neceffary to take a cur-? 
fory view of the ftate of Danifli politics at 
that period, and of the plan which Struen- 
fee had formed, in order to ground them 
upon a better and more permanent foun- 
dation. 

Struenfee was undoubtedly a very extra- 
ordinary charafter. But, in judging of 
him as a ftatefman, it muft be confidered, 
that, though he began a multitude of new 
plans, his power was too tranfient to fufFer 
him to complete any one of them. To 

confider 
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confider him in any other point of vicw^ 
would be to condemn him^ at once^ ^ a 
wanton J^nd Iclfiih difturber of public tran- 
quillity, none of whofc a&ions had a vieiy 
to the advantage of the empire he gg- 
ycrnedf But neither candor nor truth will 
permit us to form fuch a judgment. 

The ftate of the foreign politics of Dea- 
ipark had| for a very long time, dq^ended 
by tur;n§ upon the influence of F^^ance, of 
Ruffia, and upon the political Ikuation of 
SwedOT- The fubfuiies paid ky France, 
the Holfatian treaty of exchajaige with 
Ruflia, and the fears arifing from the |>ra- 
bable event of the inteftin^ broils in Swc- 

/ 

den, had fucceffivdy engrofiied the atten-r 
tion of the Danilh court. The influence 
of France had rifen, during the reign of 
Fit^deric Ae Fifth, fuperior to- that of any 
other foreign power, but had died with that 
xxx^iax^p De/in(W)k had fold its £rJeod-> 

fhip 



Jhip to the Court of Vcrfoilles, and with? 
drew it as fooin as it ceafed to bp regularly 
paid for^ 4 ftrid connexion with Rul&a 
fuccceded that with FraAce. Coun? Bernf- 
torf, ?«rho, in the beginning of the prefent 
reign» had the {ble dire&ion of the affairs 
of government, wa$ more inclined to che^ 
rifli this connexion than the former. But| 
i% both cafes, the ambafladors of the two 
courts had enjoyed a degree of authprity 
mid confcqueoce, derogatory in the higheft 
degree to the ppwer of the King. The 
]pre|ich plenipotentiary Ooi£R> and the Rufr 
jQim minifters Salder and Fhilolbphow, 
were accuftomed never to meet with a de- 
nial. The behavior qf the firft was kept 
within the proper boumis of politcnefs, by 
his natural modefly, and the real regard 
which lie had for the intercfts of Sweden ; 
but the wanton pride of the two latter de^ 
Ati decency and good breeding* Their 

^ requefts 
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requeftfi had the air of commands j and 
a haughty threat was the inftantaneous re- 
ply to the mildeft objedions^ The mo-* 
narch had frequently felt the' humiliating 
fituation to which he was reduced $ and 
Bernftorf was himfelf fecretly hurt at it : 
but the friendftiip of Ruffia alone was able 
to keep him in his poft ; and, without it, 
Denmark mud: have abandoned its favo^ 
rite fchemc, 

'the internal affairs of the kingdon[^ 
were in a moft melancholy ftate. The 
former minifters had adppted as a maxim, 
that the King ought to be totally ignorant 
of the affairs of government j and they had 
ufed every method in their power to create 
in him a diflike to the tranfaftion of bu- 
finefs. The giddy charafter of the mp- 
narch favored their plans, and they could 
not fail of fuccefs. The executive powers 
of adminiftration were divided among ft 

number 
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' number of men who hated one another 
moft cordially. Each endeavored to ex-- 
eel the other in fplendor : and as the 
King had no power to regulate that of his 

^icrvants, a kind of anarchy enfued, the 
effects of which deftroyed or delayed every 
deliberation for the public good. Intereft 
or intrigue were the only fure means of 
preferment ; and, without thefe, the moft 
•confpicuous merit was neglefted. The 
finances were in the moft deranged ftate. 
The enormous expences of the court j the 
fumptuous fiipport of manufaftories, from 
which no profit was derived ; the over- 
Urained encouragement of the fine arts ; 
the immenfe fums fquandered away in po- 
litical chimseras, too extenfive and exalted 
for the ftrength of the empire j and the 
falaries of the innumerable officers paid by 
government, were- the principal caufes of 
this mifchief. The people were diffatif- 

ficd 
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fied with the many new and heavy mxa 
heaped tipoa them, and ftili nore fo with 
the manner in which their produce Was 
expended Loiid complaincs en&ed ; the 
fubjefts loft an afiedtion and regard for 
their King, and ardently longed fer a re-' 
leaie from the oppreffire burthens under 
which they groaned* 

Struenfee had obferved thefe enormous 
^lefeds^ both in the foreign and iiu?eraal 
ftate of DanKh po}itics» with the eye of an 
intelligent ftatefinanj and iud formed a 
bold plan thoroughly to remedy both. In 
regard to the former, his &ft objed was;, 
to free the Court of Denmark (tbm its 
fubje£tion to that of RulIIa> but ftiil to 
|>rdcrve the friendfhip of that power. He 
thought the mode in which the negocia- 
dons reipeding the Holfatian exchange 
had been carried on, and the difgraceful 
manner in wluch a fmgle 0ena€^ oh the 

part 
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part of R«ffia, to put an ^nd to that affair, 
infltrcnced almoft every other plan t>f go- 
vernment, highly derogat6ry to the, dig- 
nity of his monarch. He fully faw the 
importance of the fuccefs of this bufirtefs 
to Denmark -, and refolved, if poffible, to 
complete it, but with morfe dignity and 
boldnefs than had hitherto conduftfcd it. 
He wis therefore more eautious and pru- 
dent th^h Ranzau ; and did not publicly af- 
ftrt, that the influence of Ruffia in Dafnifli 
politics was a difgrace to the nation. He 
had more courage and Ipirit than Bern- 
ftorf i and endeavored to convert the fer- 
vile fubjdiftion, with which the commands 
of kufiia had been hitherto obeyed, into 
a compliance with its requefts, warranted 
by found policy, and compatible with the 
dignity of the ftate. 

The meafures which he took in confe- 

querice of thefe refolves, feemed well 

adapted 
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^ 



adapted to the execution of his cxtcnfivc 
views. It was at that time rumored that 
a RylTian fquadrOn was in readinefs to fail 
to Copenhagen, in order to oblige the 
King to difmifs Struenfee from his pofl:* 
This rumor, which feemed to have fome 
foundation in truth, occafioned the moft 
fudden and vigorous preparations. Two 
fhips of the line, and two frigates, were 
immediately armed, and cruized in the 
road, ready to oppofe the enemy i but the 
Ruffians did not appear, and the Daniih 
fleet returned quietly into port. This re- 
folute meafure fhewed plainly that the 
principles of the Danifli court were totally 
changed. Struenfee had formed an opi- 
nion of the power of Ruflia, which no mi- 
^pifter before him had dared to conceive. 
Its fallacious fplendor did not blind, nor 
did the haughty air in which the Court of 
Peterfburg was accuftomed to fpeak, de- 
ceive 
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ccivc him, in regard to the real ftatc of 
its refources. He concluded that the war • 
with the Turks, the inteftine commotions 
that had prevailed, the many other extra- 
ordinary expences which had of late been 
incurred, and its great love of ihow and 
pageantry, miift have nearly exhaufted its 
finances, and rendered it defirous of keepr 
ing upon good terms with the neighbour- 
ing -powers. He was therefore rcfolved 
to deftroy the influence of that cowardly 
idea upon the Daniih politics, that the 
afliftance of Ruiiia was indifpenfably ne- 



ccflary to the profperity of Denmark, and 
tliat every other confideration ought to 
be facrificed to the prefervation ^ of her 
fricndfhip. 

In regard to the interference of Den- 
mark with the politics of Sweden, Stru- 
cnfee had formed a plan equally wife and 
well digeftcd. He refolvcd ftriftly to adr. 

G here 
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here to the treaties formed with Ruffia in 
reference to that kingdom ; to keep with- 
in bounds the prevailing idea, that Den- 
mark and Sweden muft naturally be cne- 
miesj and to withdraw himfelf, by de- 
grees, from any concern in the internal gOi- 
vternment and faftions of that kingdonn, 
which had hitherto coft the nation im^ 
menfe fums. He was likewife of opinion 
that good policy by no means required, 
that France Ihould be treated in fo cold 
and diftant a manner as formerly^ but 
thought it more wife to^ endeavour to con- 
ciliate the friendfliip of that nation, by a 
more open and unreferved conduft towltrds 
her. During the elevation of Struenfee, 
, the French and Swcdifh Ambafladors, 
J^arqiu^ de Ploflet, and Baron Spreng- 
florten-, /hewed him more refpedt than 
th(Me of any other court; and were the on- 
ly foreign mi'nifters who appeared among 

the 
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Ae humber of courtitrs who attended his 
levee. It wa^ an eftabliflied maxkn with 
him^ that the King of Detimai^ ought 
ftot to interfere in the internal govchnmcnt 
of any foreign Hate, excepting in as far 
as i}xt cdmftierce of his fubjcfts wis con^ 
cemed : but that, at the iame ticne, no fo- 
reign power ought to be fbifisiied to «icd- 
dle with thfe domeftic affairs of Denmark ; 
and that the choice of ambafladors em- 
ployed in foreign courts, ought not to be 
guided by a love of pomp and oftentation, 

but by abilities, aftd the real intcreft of the 

# 

ftate. Thtdwghotrt this plan appears fo 
tfiuch. penetration, and true wifdom, that 
no one but an irrecoverably prejudiced 
mind can poffibiy condemn it. 

The plan formed by this remarkable 
charadJ^i" for the inti^rnal governtnent of 
tte kingdom, feems, however, as far as 
W? can judge, not to have fo nearly arrived. 

G 2 at 



^4 ELUCIDATION OF THE HISTORY OF 

at pcrfeftion. Many of its feature^ were 
noble, and do honor to the genius that 
imagined it i but it had likewife very con- 
fiderable defefts. Nor was this to be 
wondered at ! The pafllons qf the human 
mind had here more fcope : neither the 
honor of the King, nor the glory of the na- 
tion, were always here concerned j but felf- 
intereft, and ambition, might tempt him 
to'fwerve from the paths of good policy 
and juftice. 

The fituation of Struenfce, in regard to 
his Monarch, was very peculiar/ It was 
impoffible to pyrfue any mem with him ; 
it was neceffary either entirely to govern 
him, or at once to give up every idea of 
fuccefs in any rational plan. Adyice was 
loft upon him; and whoever wiflied hio^ to 
execute any nieafure;^ muft have had in- 
fluence fufficient to oblige him to it.» In 
order therefore to give energy to the au- 
thority 
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thofity by which he aftcd, Struenfec had 
formed the following plan : The dcciHon 
of the King to be final in every concern 
of his dominions; all bufinefs to be brought 
before him in writing, and his afilwer to 
be returned in the fame manner ; fhould it 
be neccfiary to difciifs any Articular point, 
before a determination could be formed, 
the entjuiries to be made, and the further 
propofals to be given, by the department 
to whbfe immediate infpeftion the affairs 
might belong ; and all bufinefs to be tranf/ 
iailed and decided according to eftablifhed 

method and law. 

»■ 

One of the firft and favorite fchemes of 
Struenfee refpeAed the reformation of the 
finance department. Ta this end he de- 
termined to concentrate the control of 
every branch of the avenue in one board 
of finance ; to rejeft every projcft for its 
increafe, by any method but oeconomy 5 to 

,G 3 lead 
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lead its produce from the various chaa- 
nels into which ift might he diverted, ia- 
to one general head, the trcafury, that the 
Aatc of the public receipt and expenditure 
might be fecn at one view ; to render thie 
colleAion of affeffed taxes more eafy to 
the fobjedt ; to aiaoliJSi paym^ts of taxes * 
in kind (a mode which then ftUl exiifted> 
in ibitie: cafes, b^ut which was liab^ to in- 
numerable abufes), aod to compoTOd fer 
them in money, fq a$to render tl^m more 
.produ^YC to tk«. reyenue, ^nd kfe bur*- 
.thenfome to the induftrious hi^flim^tnm v 
to ftop all contributions of gbvecnfoeaSittCH 
w^s thct fopport of fuch manufaflbowes, 
or coimn^rcial fch^P^s, that feei^fc^ in- 
cbrnpatiblc with the nature of the cKnaaJse, 
or the circumftaoces of the ilatc; ;to reduce 
die bwcgrown . fakriea anriexod. a> m^iy 
appointments ; to.^bofliili every, unncccffary 
cs;pence at court ; to put a ftop to liie un- 

neccflary 
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heceflpiry building or decpJ-itiQ^i of tH 
royal pal^ce§ ; and finally to appropriaJ:^ 
4 certain fum annually to each branch 
<3tf expenditprc, which Ihould never, with.- 
iQut the mod urgent neceflity, be in one 
year exceeded. 

In the adminiftration of juftice, he. had 
likewife projefted reforms o( very great 
importance. They confifted chiefly in re-» 
ducihg the number of the courts ; in efta* 
bliihing, as an incontrovertible maxim, 
that in the eye of Justice no difference of 
rank can exift, but that high and low^ rich 
and poor, are confidered as fetlowi citizens 
bf the farne ftate; in the abolition of all 
fees ; and preventing the delay of impends- 
ing fiiits. The pavy he propofed to put 
into the beft poffible condition -,. but without 
increafing the number of fhips of war then 
cxifting. But, in regard to the arnjy, bik 

G 4 fchemes 
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fchemcs were bold, and likely to prove dif- 
ficult and dangerous in the execution. 
The great and wide-extended views, 

which we have hitherto difcovered in the 

* 

plans formed by Struenfee, fliew his ca- 
pacity and genius in the moft favorable 
light. But in order to become more nearly 
acquainted with a man> whom capricious 
fortune had deftined to a£t a part in the 
Daniih hiftory as fplendid, as it was fhort 
and in the end melancholy, we muft like- 
wife confider him on his weak fide, which 
chiefly appeared in a few wrong principles^ 
in regard to the internal government of the 
empire, that were deeply rooted in his 
mind, and which he had found means to 
inftil into that of the King. I Ihall there- 
fore mention a few inftances, in which this 
fide of his charafter,, his private ambition, 
and perfoi>al views, very plainly appear. 

Struenfee 
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Struenfee endeavoured to convince the 
King, that it was wholly inconfiftcnt with 
found policy to draw the nobles to court ; 
to detain them there by the hopes of mak- 
ing their fortunes, or gaining appoint- 
ments : that while they fpent their fortunes 
in the extravagance of a large city, the 
provinces were drained of money, and in 
the end the royal treafury muft fuffer. He 
likewife tried to perfuadc him, thatat would 
be fafer for his own perfon, and for thofe 
to whom he entruftcd the execution of his 
commands, if the nobility lived fcattered 
up and down the country, employed in 
the management of their eftat^s, than' 
when they lived in the metropolis in a kind 
of confpiracy, where, for want of proper 
employment, they wantonly dared to en- 
quire into the meafures of government. He 
-wifhed to induce the monarch to oblige 
the fons of noblemen to make their way 

to 
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to pofts of honor and emolument by be- 
ginning at the loweil fteps, and riling 
by merit and affiduity, but not by birth ^ 
rank, or the intereft of their relations. He 
likewife intended to aboliih all reverflo- 
nary grants of places ; all privileges of the 
nobles, which infringed upon the natural 
rights of the fubjeft i all finecures, and al| 
titles to which no employment was an-^ 
nexed. He would alfo willingly have per- 
fuaded the Mpnarch, in filling the dif- 
ferent pofts, to pay no attention to recom- 
mendations of friends, to petitions or me- 
morials, but to rely entirely upon the* 
judgrpsfv: of the Boards in whofe depart- 
ment the^ v'^c^ncy might happen. Thefe 
deep laid Ichemes, chiefly aiming at the 
privileges of the nobles, (hew Struenfee to 
have been a man who did not think him-- 
felf competent to the taflc he had under- 
uken, and who was more able to proje<9: 

than 
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than to- Execute a good plan. A ftatet- 

man never betrays his weaknefs more, than 

in difcovering a dread of that clafs of his 

fellow citizens, who are the heft judges of 

the merit of his conduft. In the hands 

of a wife monarch or minifter, the nobi^- 

lity ought to be the chief fupport of the 

ftatc, and not an obj eft of cowardly jca* 

loufy. 

Strucnfee inflfted nriuch, with the King, 
tipon the abolition of all fhow and pom<- 
pous pageantry exhibited in the metro- 
polis^ and wiflied to fee the money, ex- 
pended'to feed vanity and oftentation, ap- 
plied to the encouragement of uftful arts 
«nd induftry. He endeavoured to make 
every regulation of government fit as eafy as 
poflible upon ftrangcrs, as well as natives, in 
Drdcr to encourage rich foreigners to fettle 
in the Danilh dominions. But in regard 
to public mc4^ality, bis principles wgre fuch 

as 
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as could nor but prove extremely danger- 
ous in a nation accuftomed to a ftridl ihow 
of outward decency. He meant to have 
lefTened the feverity of the laws of police; , 
as he thought it militated againit the na- 
tural freedom of mankind, to confine fiich 
of their moral aAions to rule, as had no 
immediate influence upon the public tran- 
quillity . Such is the opinion of men who 
have not fufficiently confidered the im- 
portance of ftrift morality to the welfare 
of a nation; whofe principles are neither 
founded upon reafon nor religion ; But 
who, under pretence of defending the pri- 
mitive and unalienable rights of mankind^ 
open the door to lawlefs diforder and con-- 
fufion. 

The curfory view that we have taken of 
the fchemes and plans of Struenfee, muft 
have convinced us of their importance, 
and of the danger attending them. It is 

* now 
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now time to follow him in their execution. 
The beginning of his operations was 
^lendid, but that fplendor was only a 
flalh, and then yanilhed. A feries of 
great errors foon rendered his beft plans 
ineffbftual, and fupplied his enemies with 
%hc very weapons by which they dcftroy- 
cd him. That fpecies of genius which, 
Struenfec could boaft, feems to contain the 
feeds of ruin. Nature had giyen him piuch 
iinderftanding, and much brighter parts 
than were abfolutely neceflary to govern 
the Danilh empire, cpnfidering the fmall 
progrefs arts and fciences had then made. 
He was well acquainted with the human 
heart, and was a matter in diffimulation. 
He had every advantage that a thinking 
and vigorous mind could derive from an 
excellent theory ; but he wanted that 
knowledge which can only be acquired 
by long experience, and frequent difap- 

pointments. 
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pointmentsJ A good theorift may form 
the beft plan 5 but the man of experience 
alone tan determine whether the place, 

« 

tht time, the circumftances, the perfons 
Concerned, render its execution proper or 
prifticable. Struenfee was undoubtedly 
in the fituation of the former. But his 
elevation was one of thofc miracles of for- 
tune, that raifed him too rapidly to the 
higheft pitch of power, to leave him time 
to prepare his mind for a proper ufe of it \ 
and the path which almoft every other tra- 
veller finds rough, troublefome, and full 
of danger, fmoothly led him to the utmoft 
fummit of his ambition. Struenfee more- 
over Ihewed, in moft of his aftions, that he 
had never properly confidered the power 
of prejudice over the human mind; a power 
that frequently renders the moft trifling 
fchemes of innovation abortive, efpecially 
if a whole nation is concerned in their exe- 

cution*' 
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cution. He had never cbnfidered, that there 
are prejudices which may be eafily remov- 
ed j others that cannot be deftroyed, but by 
the moft gentle, prudent, and perfevering 
meafures ; and others which are fo inter- 
woven with the very exiftencc pf a people^ 
and which are becbnrie fo facred by long 
and habitual prevalence, that, without the 
greateft dangier, the^ dare not even be 
touched. His inexperience, and his too 
afpiring ambition, proved the fources of 
all his misfortunes. He had the beft po- 
litical theory, but wanted the expericlncc 
neceflary to reduce it to pradtice. 

The firft meafure undertaken by Struen- 
fee, after having fucc^eeded in his great 
projeft of placing the whole regal power 
in his own and the Queen's hands, was 
to reform the fyftem pf finance. The ne- 
ceffity of introducing oeconomy into the 
cxpences of the court, and of the ftate in 

general. 
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general^ was of the moft preffing nature ^ 
and th^ fteps taken to attain this end, were 
not only boldly but wifely planned. The 
falaries of almoft all the officers of the 
court underwent a change ; moft of the 
penfions were curtailed, and many entirely 
taken away. The Chief Mareflial of the 
court. Count Frederic Moltke, fome La- 
dies of the Bedchamber, and many Pages^ 
were difmifled. The number of royal 
footmen and grooms was leffened. The 
clerks of the public offices loft their fees, 
which were ordered to be paid in future 
into the treafury. The Boards of Admi- 
ralty, Finance, Cuftoms, and Commet'ce, 
were aboliihed, and one Board formed for- 
the management of all thefe departments. 
By an order of the Cabinet, dated April 
3d, 1771, the Chiei|^agiftrate of the city 
of Copenhagen was depofed, and the go- 
vernment entrufted to two burgomafters ; 

ithe 
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the city council, cQulifting of thirty-two 
members, was likely ifeabolifliedi the privi- 
leges of the fpreigi) ambfiflMors were con- 
fiderably dinrninUbed y and the horfe guards 
were difchyged. .This corps confifted of 
three. hundred of the moft handfomemen 
in the army. Their officers were afterwardjj 
diftribwfcd among the other regiments : 
but* the privates, pofitively refuling to ferve 
in any other corps, remained without em- 
ployment i and' three hundred, dragoons 
were fubftitu ted iu, t)ieir room> as body 
guai;ds.:'. The njumber of hprfes kept in 
the rpy^l Aud3 was ; reduced to one hun- 
dred; and the reft, being afterwards fold, 
produced no moj;o than the fum of 30,000 
dollars. 

The.numbcr of. people deprived of a 
livelihood, by fo manya^nd fuch extenfive 
refprtps, .was very confiderablc. < Such 
meafurps are always, peculiarly cruel to 

H fome 



fomeparticulair ckfs of men : and the fat* 
Df a nation is vcrjr hafd indeed, when the 

r r • 

"advantage .bf the*^h6lfe community muft 
be purch^fed by t?i0 roin '6f individuals. 
. An unexpcfted. misfortune added tronfider- 
ably' to the diftrcfs bccafiohed by thefe re- 
forms. A very fcvere and long continued 
ffoft daufed a dreadful fcarclt^r throughout 
the kingdom ; the coaft was every* whef e . • 
lliut up with ice, and : the irftportation of 
j>rovifions entirely cut ofE Nothing wa« 
heard but the cries of diftrefs and de- 
Ipairi dnd the moft horrid fcenes of mifery 
every where prefented ' themfelves to the 

View. - • , . vj ,. : ^;_ j; : . • . 

*' In this wretched 'fituatifon^ thte people 
were unexpeftedly cheered by a mdRr glo^ 
fious k^ttk^ the eflfoas df which Were *tiot 
only confined to die peaMt knd htifb^nd* 
hifih, but l^read Wt irid vigor ^Sitotigh 
fevefyclilsof fubgefts. '• By^anbrderof go- 

vernment, I 



l^ernjnenti the fervic^s ,due from the pea* 
fants: to. the lords *,.,ttat heavy load whiqh 
iiad hitherto closed the induftry of the 
moll ufeful clafs ^ citiz^ens, were almoft 
entirely abglilhed. TJie peafants received 
the portions of grou^di. hitherto allot|ed to 
them ;for their Vuj^port ,at the pleafure of 
their lords, upon bettej tenures^ and .their 
fervices were reftrifted within moderate 
bounds. Thefc falutary regulations were 
firft introduced in the royal domains^ and 
afterwards .ejxtended to the territories ,of 

■> * • >. > ^ . < 

ibnoe lord$. The meaiiires taken to enforce 

,, - ■ T . ^ I , 

the ,nQW fyftetti were carried on with fo 
much moderation^ and with^fo .equita^)le a 
view to the jights of the lords^ and the eafe 
jof tb^ fubjeds, that many of the peafants, 
who.yjcrc under the dominion of kind and 



' I 



^ The ftea&ots kBmaiadciindsbdbteihis||eii^ 
m a fiowLtipn Jittle /qperior to r that of aWblute flavcry* 
In many of the northern parts of TEuropc that cTafs of 
-mtn ate Kifl {mfe' better iiian^(Iav«t« 

Ha humane 
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humane liiafters, returned the liberty of- 

r 

fercd them to their lords, and letV them- 
felves bnde more at tfieir difporal, ready 
to receive from them fach tettns as be- 
nevolence and 'hilntanity would didtate. 
Others, who had met with worfc treatment, 
felt themfelves happy in the proteftion of- 
fered therti by the new law, and accepted 
with iecftafy a freedom hitherto unknown 
to them. ' ^' 

The peafants thrbugbotit Denmark look- 
ed upon this event' as a happy omen of a 
total eniancipatioh from flavery : aild S tru- 
cnfee certainly intended to complete the 
work he had fo humanely begun. Ma not 
the"^ bpjpofition of many 6f the lords pre- 

vented it at that time. The fame of the 
noble undertaking was foon fpread far and 
ncdf. '• In foreign -Countries it J'eceived tJie 
mofl: decided applaufe j as the great ad- 
vantage accruing to the ftate in general 
^ ' appeared^ 
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|lppeafe4i without ;che particular difficulties 
or iQcpn^nienciea -amending its. operation^ 
In raU'^gQca4;]OTdJ>riUiant prpjfds^ 'fingle 
a4yantag5^.tQ be.dffi^v^ from them make 
a dcjeper .irnprc(9fM:)..upon the; mind, than 
the obftaclcs whit:h.9iay hinder their exe- 
cution: and the^ faq[^v of §fr^enfee wa;^ 
therefore firmly. * eftablifhed Jbyr this bold 

Spon after ;Struenf^e had begun to.put 
his. 4efigiis into execution, he found, him- 
fclf under the. neceffity of requefting, the? 
Kmg to diiinifs jfrqm. his fervice his pri- 
vate^ fc;ci:et4ry Schumacher, who was 
accoiidinglydiftharged. This aftonilhed 
every one:, loud-complaints were made 

■ ^ • < 

againft the injuftice of the meafure, and 
thefe complaints were to all appearance 
well founded ; : for Schumacher was gene- 
rally acknowledged, to poflefs .ftrift inte- 
grity, great talents, and uncommon me- 

H 3 rit-: 
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rit: he was alfo a man- of a mtek and 

quiet tcnipef, atid* fecfried very w(^n eoii- 

• ■ • » •■ • • 

tented with his fittiatioh. Nobody -cfeuld 

dierefore coifiprehehd the reafons that could 

induce Struenfee i6 dcpttW him of his'flkiv 

ation; and the real caiife of his difgrace 

was not known tiB a! corifidcrable time 

after the Revolution.^ ^Btit Ae circum- 

ftances were fuch, that he could nOl:', with 

fafety t6 Iwmfelf, aft otherwife than he'dW, 
* ' * • . - • 

We have already • 'feeiii that the ^om-^ 

mencement^of Struenfee'sf power, teemed 

• "■ * r ' ' - . ' ' ' 

with important and dangerous projcfSs.. All 

the necefftry orders were drawn up in the 

JCing's own catinet, and frbm thence im-^ 

> r 

mediately Tent to the different departments 
to whom their execution was committed. 

In order to prevent any remonftrarices or 

•• 1 . ^ ■■'*.•' 
opppfition that might arifc, he endea- 
voured to keep his defigns a profound le-- 
crct, till the nioment they were publicly 

ordered 



fjwrpgiAj |Kr ;% i^m?: , time af$^ i^m^ 

foon difcp:Yer^;. : 4^;i;JLerk belpngjngf |p 

placed: ^aq - i^iinjtQd^j9qi]fidence>j.;an tp 
whoffi he' Jeft tjje ti^nf^jftigri qf tlje gre^tte^ 
part ^f 4\is:bufmeftirrhgdf dway!|. be^^^e^ 
Jib trvftj J«i ms therefore puni4#^ a^B^ 
difchMgfc4; 5-011:1: hk[(fp\5ice,. Th^ felao;* 

tin P^^ either overlpaffcR; with biifif^ei%,ftr 

did not pQflfefe th^t IjSbtrfQ^^ aiBdviiy f^r 

cpflarjr 10^, tfe^ iBangg0rf>Wft :of the jiia^iicl- 
■pUgityofiaffi^i^s :thatibpl<)tig€d td hi? de- 
partment: Ixc was therefore difmifled; and 
iwderH to 'deliver att irisrpapeh into thie 
hands of Strticnfee. V ^ri >;:: ;. ... .J 
The re<5ai>^i^Co«»iCc^ft:; Germain froqi 
his quiet ^uA abfci^ife rewejit at Wor rtis, 
' r . H 4 was 
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was alio part of Stru€nfce*s plaH' of oeco^ 
nomy. It was geherally believed, that he 
would be promoted to prefide over, the 
War Department, in order to counter- 
balance the preponderating irtfluencc of 
Count Ranzaui But Struenfee had a very 

r 

different objefb in view. Count St, Xatrinaih 
had, upon his difmiflion from the Danilh 
fervice, obtained a penfion of 7060 dol- 
laris^^r annunjj'with the liberty of fpend-. 
ing it wherever he pleafed. He h^d even 
leave to enter into the fervice of any other 
flate, on condition of his returning to Den- 
mark whenever he fiibuld be wanted 5 and 
Struenfee was now induced *to^ re<!:ail him, 
by the hopes that, rather than return, he 
would be content to give up part of his 
penfion. In this he was difappointbcl y and 
Count St. Germain, who had then no ex- 
peflation from any /other quatteri arrived 
at Copenhagen./! He was Very gracioufly 

.. - received 



r 
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received at court, but not employed : andi 
in order to recover that ' impoitance -which 
he feemcd to have loft, he paid the moSt 
affiduous court to the reigning hv(ytkti 
and'was,.of^all the Knights c^f the t^dei? 
of the Elephant *, the only one who'fto^p- 
ed to Ihew'hiiil any' J)iltiGular degree- xf 
refpeft, • • w - - ^ * -' • - - 

Several things occurred' abo^ut this jrimc 
at court, thdt are pece0ary to- <jomplete 
the pifture of the nFiem<>rable fceiie;5'>wfciGh 
we are -ftow delineating^ ' The ranniver^ 
fory of ^ his Majefty's birth-day was xdb- 
'bratcd'-by the ihrtitotion of chc':Otder of 
Matilda^' with which none but th<J moft 
faitlifiit adherents of the court party were 
then honored.- Upon this <>ccafioa B^on 
Sehimrhelmann gave a very fuperb y^'A? at 

* Thofc who are honorejj by wearing tha Qr<?er 
of the Elephant, arc held in ' Denmark in the higheft 
cfteem, ' " . ' 

his 






.IQ6 XLtmiDATtON tIF THE HISTORY OP 

his own houfei at which the Qjjeen> accom^ 
panied fay her tifuaL fuite, condofcendod 
to be prcfent. Adjutant Geiiera} FALi^Efif 
(CHioifP* a zealous d4n^rfr of S^truenfe^ 
9bt^ne4 this cpo^m^nd of the Body Ijk(ar4^ 
Aa icon as the weii,ther pemiitt|e4| th^ 
coiBt removed XQ th^. palace ^(. jEtirfchr 
holm. Count Brandt, and M. Berger Phyr 
fician to the Kiitgy were appointed to ac- 
company the ISAt^ in all his iq^tions^^ and 
tb fceep every fuip^ed : perfon a? a dif- 
taacc. The yoii^ monarch grev l«ft and 
left attentive to the. dignity of.hp^ «hS* 
ra£her; his miMfojund -eit<?ttaiBni^nt ia 
jimvirefrients infinitely below hi& rank \ hf 
wa9. fatally unconcerfted about, the afFairg 
of the court, or of the ftate ; and. his powerp 
of underftanding foemed to b^ome daily 

weaker. 

„.•■..• . ' ' ^. . ' -f 

The chief cbmp^mons of the ^Que^n 
were Ladies Gohler and SchimmeliTPiajon, 

Madame 



Madartie V6ti Eiiben, Gene^iil Gohlel', and 

dlolonel Falkciifchiold. The= happy houri^ 

of Struenree were dividied between the bu- 

fincfs of the ftate, the^'idortipany of th^ 

Queen, arid- the iedi!ication of the Prince of 

Denmark, rtteliad invited his eMef broii 

tJicr, Profeilbr of Geonrietry^ftv the Pmffian 

Military Academy at Uegai^s,^ ft^dn of 

talents, and who had acquired fome fami 

by an excfeUent work upon fortification^ 

to Copenhagen^ and gave him a feat a» th« 

0aafd of Finance. His yoitngeft brothw 

was Kkewife, by his intereft, promoted tci 

i military poft. ' i 

' But the rtioft important event whJc^ 

about that time happened, was, that the 

Queen of Denmark, on the 7th of J^lyi 

W'sCs' delivered' of * a daughter. - Stnaetiti 

fee and ftergefr attended her upon the o^^ 

t^fion, and after her delivery no othef 

phyfician approached her*- This ciricmni 

ftancc 
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ftance afforded new matter to the dealers 
In fcandal ; and the fecret rumours, which 
had for foncie time found great credit ^mong 
, all ranks of men, were revived. Thefc 
reports had become the more dangerous, 

, a^ it wa3 well known that they frequently 
fumilhed^ • cc^verfation at Friedenfburg^ 
where, the Queen Dowager and her fbn 
Fre;deric held their court.^ In the hands 
of Juliana thefe rumours loft tJie quality 
of i unmeaning jefts that are laughed at 
and forgotten, and became dangerous wea* 
ppnsj they were heard and encouraged by 
perfonswho had the power, and probably 
the wilh, to employ them to the total de- 
ftfuftion of the reigning party, and upon 
which the moft formidable, meafures m^ 
be founded, Happy hacj, it, .been for ths 
Queen had fhe confidered this, and regu^ 
lated her conduft accordingly! But^lbp ' 
had ftill other caufes of uneafinefs. Anion^ 

her 
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her own fervants, among the ladies en- 
gaged about her perfon, fhe heard things, 
and perceived hints, that raifed her fu- 
Ipicions i and fhe had every reafon to fear 
that the fccret of her heart had been dif- 
covered. She trembled at the very idea; 
flie dared not even truft her own tongue ; 
and found herfelif unable to keep her an- 
xiety to herfelf. She feared that her be- 
havior might betray her embarraflment^ 
and be conftrued to her difadvanjtage* 
She longed therefore to find a friend 
into whofe bofom fhe could pour her 
cares,' and whofe tendernefs might affift 
her in Chiding her diflrefs from the refl 
of the world. She looked about among 
thofe nearefl to her, and believed fhe had 
at laft found a friend, who would not be- 
trays her confidence, in Madame Von Eu- 
ben> a lady belonging to her fuite. To 
her fhe ppencd her heart, with all the 

warm 
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warm and aitlefs enthufiafm of a keUng 
J2Lnd diftrefled mind^ and with the anxiet]^ 
of one who trembles for the fafety of a be- 
loved objedt. She ftrongly cxp^effed the 
^iflfatisfadion fhe fdt at the many amr 
bigijous and pointed conyerfationfi Ihc 
heard, and at the freedom takcri with hea* 
charaftcr : Ihe mentioned her dread of the 
confcquences ; and entreated her to lend 
the afliftance of her friendlhip in fuf^rt- 
ing her fortitude upon the oC|cafioa« . Ma- 
dame Von Eubcn liftened to her with the 
utmoft fympathy, endeavotttedi to. q^rrrfor? 
her amiable and condefccndirig miftrtf^ 
and vowed to het eternal fiieJttdJhip and 
■fidelity. 

Juliana had in the mean time heard t£ 
the uneafinefs which prevailed at Hii&h^ 
holm : Ihe however difguifed hcf fetttiments 
upon the occalion ; and granted, apparently 
with great plcafure,the reqia^ of thcQueea, 

in 
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ki a^iSfting at the baptifm of the young Prin-* 
cefi. This, in feme meafure, allayed thfJ 
apprehenfions of the young Queen, but did 
not entirely remove them* She opened hei* 
tnind therefore to Struenfee, who agreed to 
her Sentiments with the utmoft fubmiflioi^ 
regulated his conduct according to the 
circumftanccs, and for fomc time avoided, 
tas much as poffible, the company of the 
Queen. But this diftant behavior ceafed 
on both fides with the reports that had oc- 
cafioried it. Malice grew tired, and wa^ 
lilcnt i prudence was no longer kept awake 
by pointed fufpicion j and their fcntiments 
were again at liberty to guide their aftions* 
-i-During thefe tranfaftions the n«w Eng- 
lilh Anfibaffador, Mr. Keith, arrived at 
Copenhagen. 

We arc now come to that unfortuxiate 
f)criod, when the ambition of Struenfce 

broke 
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broke through the bounds of prudence, 
and led him into his firft great error. His 
happinefs feemed to be complete ; but he 
grew tired of fo undifturbed, and, as he 
thought, fo obfcure an enjoyment; aiid 
rafhly quitting the humble but fafe pro- 
teftion of a rank which he had faifed above 
infult, he mounted to one much more ele- 
vated, but at the fame time expofed. to 
the arrows of envy, hatred, and revenge. . 
Hitherto he had alone guided the helm 
of the Danifh government, and had done 

it with wifdom and honor. But his am-^ 

» • 
bition to become Hill greater, by the poA 

feCion of a title, fhewe^ that he judged 

wrong in regard to his true greatnefs. 

Struenfee was accordingly raifed to th^ 

rank of nobility, and obtained the title 

oi Count I a title which he, at the fame 

time, procured for his friefnd M. Von 

Brandt. 



i ; 
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Bl'andt *. But his ambition was not yet 
fatisiScd. He wilhcd for a title that fhould 
properly exprefs the elevated poft he held i 
sgind none of the titles then in ufe, fecmcd to 
him fufficiently dignified for this purpofe : 

he therefore invented a new one for the 

■ ' . ■<• 

cccafion i and, by an order of the Cabinet, 
5}ated June 14th, he was created Sbcre* 
Minister of the Cabinet f . The extras 

ordinary power with which he was at the 

• . ....... ^ 

fame time vefted, was equally new with 
his title. He was empowered to commit 
JO paper all verbal commands of the King^ 
in his own words i and to fend them, fcaled 

• V 

• ' ^ * ^ . 

*, Brandt had hitherto b'ceil ft nobieman of tjie loweft 
jranki withpiit any o^her title but the wojd 'von prefixed 
to his name, a word which is equivalent to the French 
iie. 1 he fecond rank of nobles is that of the Baron^^ 
Freiberrn. 7 he Count4> Graf en (of which there are 
feveral claffes — as Margraf, Landgraf, Burggraf* 
Rheingraf, "&€./, are the higheft in rank under k 
Prince. 

+ Cehftimer f abinets Miniftcn 

1 otAf 
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only with the Privy Seal, even without the 
King's fignature, to the different Boards 
for execution : and thefe received, the day 
following, orders to obey them in every 
refpeft, unlefs they were contrary to any 
royal mandate already in force, . in which 
cafe the department was dire<^d to refer 
the deciiion back to the Cabinet. The 
Public Boairds were likewife prohibited 
from communicating any orders to one 
another ; and Struenfee was appointed to 
receive all reprefentations from the dif- 
ferent departments, and to give fuch or- 
ders as were in confequence neceflary. He 
was dire<5ted to lay, once a week, before the 
Monarch, for his approbation, all fuch or- 
.jders of the Cabinet as he had thought pro- 
per to iflue ; by which they became equally 
valid with thofe regularly figned by the 
King himfelf. Thefe meafures were in 
the higheft degree imprudent,- both in the 

King 
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King and in the Miniftcn The weak 
mind of the Monarch might eafily be led 
into any errors but it is almoft impof- 
fible to account for the infatuation of the 
ftatefman. The whole fecret of the Royal 
Cabinet was thereby betrayed^ not only in 
the moft unneceflary, but in the moft in- 
delicate manner ; without adding in the 
leaft to the dignity, the ^ame, or the power 
of the Minifter. It was a meafure the moft 
degrading to the royal authority, and at 
the fame time the moft dangerous to the 
rights of the community j which, though 
with implicit confidence it may have 
trufted its privileges into die hands of an 
individual, never ought to bear even the 
idea of their being arbitrarily transferred 
into, and perhaps abufed by, the hand W 
another. The charafter of Struenfee could 
not but lofe infinitely in the opinion of 
every fenfibje man. But infatuation had 

I 2 fup- 
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fupplanted prudence, and ralhnefs had 
taken the place of found policy. 

Another error of equal magnitude fol- 
lowed clofe upon the former. Struenfec 
refolved to render his name as famous 
throughout Europe, as it was celebrated irt 
Denmark ; and he thought nothing more 
likely to effect his purpofe^ than the li- 
berty of the prefs. He was led into thii 
error by the falfe glare of theoretical prin- 
ciples, the danger of which he had never 
confidered, when imprudently reduced to 
praftice. He looked forward to the ra- 
pid progrefs of knowledge^ the revival of 
karning, the encouragement of genius, and 
the improvement of the whole nation, 
which were tb be efFefted by this meafure : 
lie prided himfelf, in idea, tipon the fame 
that would refult to himfelf, as the atithor 
6f thefe wonders, and thought his name 
drcady immortalized. Shallow obfervers 

judged 
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judged in the fame manner : they were 
aftonilhed to fee Jiberty ;fpring up, and 
grow, under the proteftion of defpotifm. 
The new 4aw and its author were exalted 
beyond the powers of exprcflion : and Stru- 
enfee became in their eyes the guardian 
angel of the Danifh ftate. How much 
happier had he been, had he contented 
himfelf with an humbler praife, and had 
been fatisfied to have facrificed the vanity 
of popular applaufe to his real intereft. I 
do not nlean here to enter into a difcuffion 
of the good or evil refulting from the li- 
berty of the prefs. / think it dangeraus at 
any time, and in any country ; and as maur- 
kind improves^ it kficomes Ufs necejfary. 7'be 
human mind muji always be more Juccejsfully 
cultivated by a gradual and wifely rejirained . 
(ommunication of knowledge^ than by a too far 
and rafhly extended enlargement of enquiry j 
0nd reajony ajjified by experience, mufi in tini^ 

I 5 neceA 
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nectffarily deftroy the effeSs of prejudice : and^ 
in my ofinion^ religiotiy morality ^ and good 
policy J to whom alone belongs the decijion upon 
the. merit or demerit of human ailionsy will, 
upon this fubjeSly be eternally at variance 
with modern philofophy. At prefent I merely 
confider the liberty of the prefs, in reference 
to the fituation of the ftate of the court of 
Denmark, and of Struenfee, at the time 
vhen he granted it in its fuUeft extent. 

The crifls in which the ftate, the court, 
and the minifter then were, muft be fuf- 
ficiently evident from what I have already 
faid ; and, at that moment, Strucnfee gave 
every one leave freely to fpeak his mind 
upon what had happened. Who could be 
more expofed to danger, from this mea- 
fure, than the author of the ferment, which 
had hardly begun to fubfide ? He could 
not at that time reafonably wilh, that the 
P^nes fhould minutely enquire /into the 

nature 
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nature of his authority^ or into the fecret 
tendency^of his defigns. He expofed there- 
by his power to attacks, the confequences 
of which could not be forefcen. He did 
not recoUeft, that the different clafles of 
fubjefts are connefted by the clofeft ties; 
and that the motions of the loweft muft 
have their efFefts upon the fuperior. He did 
not confider how many enemies he might 
raife from the filence that had hitherto 
rendered them innoxious : he knew that 
their numbers were already fo coilfiderable, 
that he had no reafon to expcft any fear or 
moderation in their attacks ; and he ought 
to have forefeen, that he would be driven 
to the neceflity either of fpeedily repealing 
the new law, of acknowledging his errors, 
or of defying the public cenfure i thereby 
increafing the number of his enemies, and^ 
putting the very weapons into their hands^ 
ith which they would affail hi 

I 4 Struenfce 
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Struenfee foon felt the difagreeal?le con- 
fequences of his imprudence. Every day 
produced new fatires and lampoons ag^jj^ft 
hjim; but he pretended to defpife them, 

and took no fteps to difcover the authors. 
* ' " ' ■ * 

This was another error, almoft as dange- 
rous as the former, and it had the moft per- 
nicious effefts. The enemies of Struenfee> 
finding that they might attack him with 
impunity, loaded the prefs with new and 
bitterer philippics and lampoons, and 
vented their long reprefled malice in the 
moft virulent terms. Their audacity fpar- 

ft 

cd not even Majefty itfelf, the King and 

'■*<'■•■ • . 

Queen were attacked with as much vio- 

lencc as the minifter, and the degraded 
dignity of the monarch became an objeft 
of the contempt and ridicule of his fubjefts. 
The evil was now grown to fuch a height, 
that the moft expeditious and vigorous 
meafures becaqie neceffary to crufh it. 

Heavy 
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t 
I 

Heavy penalties were denounced againft 
the authors of the libels upon government, 
an^ the moft efFeftual meafures taken to 
<|ifcover them. This had an inftantane- 
ous efFeft -, every thing was hufhed into 
it* former tranquillity ; and the moft per- 
fe<3: calm fuceeeded this dreadful ftorm. 
But the remedy came now too late : the 
nainds of men were too much incenfed 
againft Struenffee to be eafily appeafedj and 
the Guriofity of the public had been too 
ftrongly excited, and too well gratified, 
to fufFer the a6tions of Struenfee to pafs 
unnoticed as before* His warmeft admi- 
rers cooled, and his moft faithful adhe- 
rents were ftiaken and become fufpicious: 
the people were accuftomed to treat his 
name and power with contempt : and all 
this contributed to render his fituation 
precarious* The torrent of prejudice was 
BOW againft hijii j and the whole ftrength 

of 
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of his . mind be^cacnc neceffaiy to fijpport 
him at the jundure in ^hich it began to 
Ibrfakc him. ^ ' ^ 

A dangerous circumftancc, which hap- 
pened about the end of September, too 
plainly betrayed his want of firmnefs. A 
body of three hundred feamen had been 
raifed in Norway, and brought to Copen- 
hagen, in order to man a fleet dcftined 
for an expedition , againft the republic of 
Algiers* According to an old eftablilhed 
cuftom in the Danifh fervke, the pay of a 
feaman commences only from the day he 
is put on board his fhip. The Norwe- 
gians' had been in Copenhagen for the 
Ipace of fix weeks, without receiving any 
fupport from the admiralty. Being thus 
deftitute of employment and pay, they 
were reduced to the moft diftreffing want 
of the common neceffaries of life i but 
j|ieither their mifery, their complaints, nor 

tlieir 
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their loud remonltrances could procure 
them relief. They faw at laft that nothing 
but a violent effort could fave them : they 
fwore fidelity to one another, and fent a 

•v.. "■ 

large party to Hirfchholm, where the court 
then refided, bound by a folemn oath, ne- 
^ ver to returA without redrefs or revenged 
The confpirators left the capital in a me- 
nacing manner, and none dared to detain 
them. The report of their mutiny had 
already reached Hirfchholm, before they 
arrived. The King was then abfent, upon 
a hunting party with the Queen : a general 
officer received the malecontents, and en- 
quired into their bufinefs. '* We defire 
^^ to/ee our Father*' (an appellation always 
given by the Norwegians to the King), 
•was their unanimous cry ; *' he muft hear 
^* and affift us.'* A body of dragoons 
were then immediately ordered out : but 

^hcir appearance, which feemed to threaten 

deftruc-i 
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deftruftion, not to promife relief, inccnfed * 
the failors ftill more -, they took to their 
arms, and feemed fully refolved bravely to 
repel force by force. The commanding 
officer however fpoke to them in an affable, 
thoqgh determined manner ; and having at 
length in fome degree appeafed them, he pre- 
vailed upon them to ftate their grievances. 
This they did in concife and bold terms* 
He ^nfwered with mildnefs, folemnly pro- 
mifed them redrefs, and perfuaded them 
to return peaceably to town. His pro- 
mife was immediately fulfilled by govern- 
ment, and peace and order reftored, among 
them. The conduft of Struenfee in this 
affair would have deferved applaufe, had 
he, after having wifely prevailed upon the 
King to fliew this proof of his goodnefs, 
induced him to aft with dignity and juf- 
ticc afterwards. There could be no doubt 
of the guilt of the failors, although thy 

fevcrity 
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icverity of the law might plead their ex- 
cufe. Had they been earneftly reprimanded, 
relieved, and the law rendered lefs op- 
preflivej neithe;- the dignity nor the mercy 
of the monarch would have fufFered: but 
the minifter afted upon different princi-* ' 
pies. The law was permitted to remain 
in force J and Admiral Rhumor, who in 
faft had only ftriftly adhered to it, was 
punifhed by the lofs of his command. 

This meafure was as imprudent as it 
tvas unjuft. The feamen, corTcliiding that 
chcir conduft was countenanced by govern- 
ment, began to behave in the moft inib- 
lent manner to their officers. Several cir- 
cumftances told them that the King dared 
not to punilh them i and this infpired their 
ringleaders with new courage. They con- 
fpired together, and formed themfelves in- 
to bodies j the works carried on in the dock 
yards were neglededj they committed the 

moft 



12(5 ELUCIDATION Ot THE HISTOHY Ot 

moft wanton outrages ; demanded, in the 
moft determined tone, an incrcafc of their 
pay 5 and feemed ripe for ferious rebellion. 
All this caufed the utmoft confternation at 
court. The Queen and Struenfee feared 
left the fire might fpread wider, and ap- 
prehended every thing from its increafc. 
They therefore determined, as an effec- 
tual means of quenching it, to divert the 
attention of the malecontents, by difii- 
pating their minds in a moft uncommon 
fcene of pleafurc. It was refolved to give 
a grand fefe to the failors ; and this very 
extraordinary feftival, confidering the cir- 
cumftances that gave it birth, was really 
celebrated at Frederickft)urg, in the moft 
fumptuous and expenfive manner. With 
wild and boiftcrous pleafure the fons of 
Neptune enjoyed what had been pro- 
vided for them, and returned home much 
better fatisfied with their condition than 

before. 
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before. But Struenfee had not wholly 
quelled diffatisfaftion by this meafure: 
the nobility and many of the citizens had 
been fpcd:ators of this mad fcene^ and from 
it had drawn conclufions the mod unfa* 
vorable to the^minifter. It was now evi- 
dent, that he was not a ftranger to fear. 

This was an important difcovery 'to 
fuch as had fwom his deflrudtion ; a(id it 
gave new vigor to thofe whom the fear 
of his great power had hitherto kept in 
awe. Hope began again to revive at Frie- 
denfburg; and his ruin^ together with that 
of the Princefe who fo powerfully fup- 
ported him, was ferioufly though fecretly 
planned. The Queen Dowager Juliana, 
and her fon Prince Frederic, who was en- 
tirely governed by her, proceeded herein 
^ith great caution. They clearly fofefaw 
that one fingle miftake, one imprudent 
ftep, might render all their fchemes abor- 

tivc* 
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• tive. They ventured therefore at firft n0 
mori than to encourage, as much as pof- 
fible, the hatred bf the people againft the 
young Queen and Striienfee ; to try to ob- 
tain their confidence ; to fecure as many 

piartizans as they could r and to pacify 

« 

luch as feemed fnoft inclined to^ oppofe 
them. They did not open their mirid to 
any ; but erfdeavoured to difcover^ am.6ng 
thofe that were diflatisfied with the ruling 
powers, fuch as might be fafely tnifted, 
and were moft likely to prove ufeful. Ju- 
liaha had in fome degree already founded 
the inclinations of old Count Thott, Count 
Often, and Count Ranzau-Afchberg. She 
thought ftie had nothing to fear front the 
firft i although his age, his charaftcr, ind 
the peace and fatisfadtion he feemed to en- 
joy in his retirement from the buftle qf the 
Gou^rt, gave her little reafoh to hope that 
he ^ould afford h^r any affiftance. Count 

Ofte« 
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Often was already very mucli diffatisfied 
t^rith Struenlee i he Rad twice folicited his 
difmiflion, and it had been as often refufcd 
him. Juliana had ehdieavoured to foment 
thefe difaffedbed fentiments in his mind; 
and, as fhe believed, not witht)\)t fticcfefs. 
She feared him too much, to be e^fy while 
flie fuppofed him her enemy ; but at the 
fame time knew him too well, to truft any 
thing of importance to him. But, of thefe 
three men, Juliana willied moft to gain 
Count Ranzau bver to hel* intereft. She 
knew his great love of adventure; and, 
deceived by his oflentatious and boafting 
ftianner, * (he gave him credit for courage 
and refolution. The fall of Bernftorf, and 
the fudden elevation of Struenfee and of 
the Queen's party, had already given a 
proof of what might be expefted from 
him ; but ah unconquerable pride, a mind 
conftantly changing, the moft impudent 

K aflurance, 
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aflurance, arid a ftrange mixture of h,etero- 

geneoufi features in his charafter, created ii% 

. Juliana ibme diftruft. . Although he was in 

the higheft degree exafperated againft the 

party he formerly fo fucccfsfuUy fupported^ 
he waSj notwithftanding, ftiipe&ed of de- 
ligns as incompatible with the ambitiont 

r 

of Juliana and Prince Frederic^ as they 
were with the overgrown power of Stru- 
cnfce. She therefore only flattered him at 
prefent> and had the pleafure to find that 
he grew every day more diflatisfied with the 
affairs and conduft of the reigning party. 

It was impoflible to carry on thefe mea- 
fures with fo much fecrecy^ that nothing 
of them ihould tranfpire. But notwith- 
ftanding the rumours which were fpread 
were vague and undetermined, they ope- 
rated powerfully on the mind of Struenfee. 
He had not yet recovered from the panic> 

into which the dangerous ferment, occar 

fioned 



iidned by the mutiny of the feiamen^ had 
thrown him s and his fears had been in-^ 
treafed by a gfoundlcfe report of an at-* 
tempt intended to be made againft his 
life. Formerly his refolution was never 
known to fotfake him> excepting in the 
moment when he was engaged in the exe- 
cution of a gfeat and arduous defign ; but 
the leaft glimpfe of fuccefs would recal his 
courage^ and ftrengthen him to proceed 
to a new undertaking. But his fpirit 
feemed now entirely broken, and he ap- 
peared incapable of bearing the load of 
anxiety and apprehenfion which preffed 
upon him* ' He threw himfelf at the feet 
6f the Queen, thanked her for her gra- 
cious protedtion hitherto, expreffed his 
diftrefs and fears in the moft moving 
terms, and earneftly entreated her to grant 
him leave to quit a court and a country, 
in which he was furrounded by his fworn 

K 2 enemies^ 
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enemies, and in which he had become ai^ 
objeft of general hatred. He confcflcd 
that he was linequjil to the tafk of ferving 
the ftate in the prefcnt critical juncture j 
^d that he could expefb nothing from 
any quarter bvjt inevitable ruin. He exr 
patiated upon the danger that would even 
accrue to her Majefty, if, in the prefent 
jStuation of affairs, (he fhould oblige him 
to remain at court, and attempt to defend 
him againft the growing power of his 
enemies. He reprefcnted to her, in the 
moll forcible terms, that if, by any un-r 
forefeen accident, her numerous enemies 
Ihould find means tq gratify their revenge, 
ihe could cxpeft no afliftance from the 
King, but muft inevitably fall a vidlin^ 
to their implacabl? |-efeijtment.-T- But the 
Pueen rejeftcd his propofals wit|i as much 
warmth as he had made them : new ob- 
^c6tipns, on hi? part, oppofcij her moft 

urgent 
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tatgcnt entreaties : and the viftory was 

do.ubtfulj when an unexpefted turn on 

her part obliged him to give way, and dc- 

iilared it in her favour; ^^ Stay, Struenfce,'^ 

faid the Princefs^ with dignity^ " or you 

^^ will force me to a ftep, by which either 

^* my ruittj or my happinefs, will for ever 

*^ be decided." Struenfee was alarmed; 

he knew her courage, trembled, and fub- 
» 

mitted his conduft and opinion to her di-* 
redion. She then obliged him to fwear^ 
that he never again would make fuch a 
|iropofaL 

Oueen Juliana, to whom every trifling 
occurrence, every new turn which affairs 
were likely to take, was of the utmofl: im- 
portance^ obferved^ with the moft un-^^ 
wearied attention, evei*y motion of the 
court it Hirfchholmi and neglefted no 
means by which Ihe could procure circum- 
ilantial and authentic information of what 

« 
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pafied there. Every thing ftie heard add- 
ed ftrength to the hopes of fuccefs, with 
which the unexpefted turn of aflFairs had 
Jhfpired her. The corps of three hundred 
dragoons^ under command of Chevaliei' 
Von Numfen, which had been fubftituted 
in the room of the hof fe guards, waj? 
called into feryice ; and numerous centir 
nels guarded ^very a,venue of the palace. 
This was a matter of new furprize to the 
Danes; they were unaccuftomed to fee 
their monarch fb ftrongly guarded againft 
his fubjedts. When the court came froni 
the country into the city, it was kept a 
profound fecret at which' gate the. King 
meant to enter, till the moment he ar- 
rived. The Norwegian failors were hur- 
ried back to their own country. In re^ 
gard to foreign politics, Struenfee feemed 
pow to purfue fuch meafures as were moft 
Ijkely to procure him the favour of the 

Court 
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Court of Roflia. At home he became ti- 
mid and irrefolute : he was obferved to 
delift from new regulations he had be- 
gun; to continue perfons in their pofts 
whom he had threatened to difmifsj to 
foften the language of his decrees; to 
court men he had before deipifed ; to flat- 
ter thofe whom he .feared ; and to defcend 
to the 'mofi: trifling methods of gaining 
the favour and good opinion of the citi- 
zens of Copenhagen : till at laft hefeemed 
to have lofl: all the popularity and relpeft 
he before enjoyed ; and the royal authority 
dwindled^ in his hands^ into contempt. 

But notwithftanding this confufed and 
irrefolute ftate of his mind, he flattered 
himfelf that his own power would fo long 
continue fafe, and baflle every defign of 
his enemies, as he could prevent them from 
gaining the leaft communication with the 
King. He knew the charafter of this 

K 4 , Prince 
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Prince too well, not to be aware that, 
without the influence of fricndlhip or par- 
tiality, his will might eafUy be guided by 
any one who underftood the ' art of go- 
verning him, either by fear or by feem- 
ing to enter with pleafure into his trifling 
amufements. He was fully acquainted 
with the weak and difordered ftat« of .hi* 
mind; and knew that one finglemomen? 
might entirely change the principles of 
his condua, and kad him to refolutions 
highly dangerous to the interefts of thofe, 
who at prefent feemed to poflefs his cnl 
tire confidence. To prevent this, the re, 
fidence of the King in the country was 
protraaed beyond the ufual period; he, 
was never left one moment alone, but 
was conftantly furrounded by men upon 
whofe fidelity the Queen and Struenfee 
could place the moft certain reliance. 
Eveiy word he fpokc was reported to themi 

without 
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without their knowledge he hardly quitted 
his apartment; and Brandt and Berger 
were particylviy direfted never to loft 
fight of him. His principal and favourite 
companions had for fome time been ^ 
young n^gro boy and a girl ^bout ten year^ 
of age'; and in their noify and riotous mirth^ 
they fpared neither the windows nor thg 
furniture of the psilage, nor the ftatues iq 
the garden^ 

Having taken thefc meafures, the mind 
of Struenfee became lefs apprehenfive of 
4anger from that quarter ; and he began 
again to turn his attention to. thQ tranft 
^ftion of the affairs of government* But 
the burthen was grown too heavy for the 
powers of his mind, now weakened by 
anxiety and diftrefs ; and he refolved to 
fall in the afliftance of his brother, whon^ 
he meant to raife from the poft he then 
b?W;i at the ]5osir4 of Revenyf, %q tho 

dignity 
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dignity of Minifter of Finance, and to com- 
mit that cxtenfive department entirely to 
his management. In the metropolis Stru- 
enfee had made many regulations, that 
fumiihed his enemies with a fair pretext 
to raife againft him the hatred and con- 
tempt of the nation. He had alnx^ en- 
tirely overturned the old fyftem of police, 
luid abolifbed many of its laws, and made 
but few to fupply the deficiency. His 
models in thi$ reform, was the fyftem of 
police eilabliibed at Paris. In many re- 
fpe€ts he could not have made a better 
choice- but regulations perfeftly con- 
fiftent with the manners of a refined and 
luxurious natipn^ and perhaps neceffary in 
an jmmenfc city fwarming with ftrangcr^ 
from all quarters of the globe, • were but 
UI adapted to the tafte and habits of the 
cold and quiet citizens of Copenhagen. By 
the new regulations, luxury of the mcrffe 

pernicious 
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pernicious kind was allowed and encou^ 
raged, and the public morals flood in the 
grcatcft danger. Thp people were alio* 
nilhed, murmured at diefe innovations, and 
confidered them as an infult offered to 
that fobriety and decency in which they 
h^d been educated. Complaints and far- 
cafms beeame the voice of the people, and 
difcontent fprcad through every rank of 
ipen. 

The advanced feafon of the year made it 
now neceflary that the Court Ihould leave 
Hirfchholm. Juliana, with her fon Prince 
Frederic, had already removed from Frie- 
denfburgh to Copenhagen ; but the Queen 
and Struenfee did not venture to follow * 
her, but perfuaded the King to take-up 
his refidence at Friederichfburgh, a palace 

lituate contiguous to the city. They there 
"propofed to await the event of a bold and 

dangerous meafure, which had been long 

planned. 
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planned, .before they.daffd to enter i 
place, where all their enemies were now 
coUedted j a meafure which gaVe the laK 
and mortal ftab to the power of the Queen, 
and the popularity of Struenfee* Oh did 
2 1 ft of December an order of the Cabinet 
was publiflied, by ^hich the Royal Fdot- 
Guards were difcharged 5 and two days 
afterwards it was put into execution. 

The circumftances that attended this 
meafure, and the confequences that cn- 
fued from it, afford a ftriking inftance of 
the debility and infufficiency of authority, 
ever fo dignified, whtoj unfupported by 
popular opinion and approbation^ it is em- 
ployed againft an objeft which a nation 
has long been accuftomed to regard witk 
l*everence. 

The Royal Foot-Guards confided of five 
Companies of Norwegians. In confe-^ 
qucnce of the royal mandate^ they were 

afiembled 
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flffembled upon the parade ; and one of 
their officers announced to them the will 
of the monarch, by which the whok corps 
was difbanded, and the men ordered to be 
dilperfed among the other regiments. A 
ipurmur of difobedience ran through the 
ranks; the refelution of the foldiers wa? 
unanimous ; a word, a look, communicated 
it through the whole corps ; and, with one 
voice, they loydly demanded cither their 
full difcharge, or to be re-embodied into 
a diftindt regiment, from which, none of 
them (defijred to be feparated. Tiieir ofr 
ficers mildly remonftrated, ^nd rpprefented 
to them the neceffity of their obeying the 
King's orders : buf thi§ only tended to ir- 
rjtate them ftill more. They repeated 
their firft demand with violence j the of- 
ficers grew more fevere in their remon- 
ftrances ; the troops became more deter- 

Riii^edi threats fucceed.ed arguments J an4 

th? 
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.the foldiers^ carried to the higheft pitch of' 
refentment, feparated with the moft dread-^ 
ful cries. The trolops of the garrifoil 
neareft at hand were immediately called 
out> and commanded to follow them t but 
their rage had now no bounds i they fell 
fword in hand upon their purfuers, put 
them to flight, and ftrc^ms of blood 
flowed on both fides. Alarm and confu- 
fion became general j the frightened inha- 
bitants fled, nor dared to approach thid 
dreadful fcene of horror. The garrifon 
was called to arms, and the more diflrant 
poflrs drawn to afliftance : the battle was 
renewed j a fmall number of the inlbrgents 
were taken prifoners ; one company efcap- 
ed, and hafl:ened immediately to the North 
Gate : the troops pofl:ed there were unable 
to oppofe th^m, and they took tlie ftraight 
road to Friedcrichfburgh, where the Court 
then refi'dcd. The reft returned to their 

quarters 



COUKTS STRUENSEE AND BRANDT. 143 

quarters at the palace^ and entrenched 
themfelves as well as they could. 

The Governor of Copenhagen had, at 
its firft comnncncement, apprifed Struenfee 
of this dangerous tumult; and the confter- 
nation occalioned thereby at Court was in- 
credible. The cafe demanded immediate 
rcdrefs j and to comply was the only means 
to reftore tranquillity, Struenfee wrote, 
in the greateft hafte, a decree, in which 
the King granted every demand of his 
Guards ; and an officer was immediately 
dilpatched with it to meet them. But they 
had already reached the palace ; and de* 
fired, in the moft violent manner, to fee 
the King, and to demand juftice at his 
hands. The appearance of the Body- 
Guards, who were under arms, did not 
alter the tone of their demands. The of- 
ficer bore the firft efiufions of their rage 
with prudent patience, expoftulated with 

them 
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Uicrh ealrrtlyj and pferfiiaded them by de* 
grecs that the King^was willing to grant 
tvery thing they could defire, and at laft 
induced them to return to the city-. 

Immediately Upon their arrival they 
hiarched, without meeting with any re-^ 
fiftance^ to the palace, and brought to theif 
toriirades the joyful news of their fuccefs. 
The viftory they had thUs gained inlpirtd 

m 

them with new coUrage, but did not wholly 
fatisfy them. They did not truft impli- 
titly to a pi-oniife obtained by force, but 
Agreed that, unlefs a formal difcharge were 
given them, their fafety ought not to b^ 
tiepehded upon ; and they entered into a 
iblemn engagement to one another, con- 
firmed by a dreadful oath, fooner to die thail 
to defef t their common caufe. Three re- 
giments of infantry, iind two fquadrons of 
horfe, were by that time drawn up, and fur- 
ixjunded the palace i they knew this i but 

it 
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it did ^not appal their cdurage, or change 
didrircfolution. None dared to approach 
^m 'but their own officers;, and the ne- 
goc^atiqf^ . lifted the. whole day and. part 
(^. tiie: night. . At one o'clock the next 
mornings theyifarrendered up their arms, 
9Jad ftparafed; but not till they had obtain-^ 
ed the con^leteft vidory. Every foldiel' ob-i 
taincd tlie moil formal and. full difchargey 
0gne]l.by the King himfelf/threet dollars 
la hand, the property of their regimentals, 
and a rdeafe from all demands upon them 
for mdnqf advanced to them by the Trea-* 
Hirer q( War. With . thefe trophies^ of vic- 
tory they then peaceably went hbme, and 
the night pafied without any further dif- 
turbance. Early in the ftiorning about 
four hundred of them left the town. In 
every ftjeet .they pafied they toudly bid 
their iel|ow citizens farewel j and this mov- 
ing fcene made a deep impreffion upon 

L the 
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the miods oC the inhabitanu. Th^ crowbi^ 
ed together from all parts of: the. city.; tho 
citizens threw money among the foldiers^ 
and endeavored to comfort them. The 
iailors ran wildly about, and tjieir bzx^ 
l^arous criesi re-echoed in eyer}[. ftreet» 
The people became riotous and irritate^ 
indulged themfelves in loud compiamts 
and curfes againfi: the caufes of this coixw 
motion^ and threatened open, rebelliofu 
lylajor General Gude, Governor of Copeii«* 
hagen> accompanied by many officers^ en» 

m 

d«avored to quiet the populace^ but in 
vain; he was torn from his horft, and 
tram|^led in the dirt : the officers were ill 
treajted, and fome of them woynded* Inf 
thefe outrages the difbanded- foldiers had 
no part> but peaceably left the town. The 
mpb continued riotou§ till the evening, 
when it feparated, and the night paflcd 
without difturhance. - 

This 
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" This- dreadftrl tranfa^bn ought to have 
fcrved a^ a klTon to Struenfee^ and to have 
kd ftitn to more moderate and prudent 
meafures. But it had a contrary and a bad 
ifTcCt upon^ his mind 5 it made him ftill 
more irrelbltite slnd timid : and his fitiia- 
tionfcemednot only precarious, but pi- 
tiable. All this did not efcape the at- 
tention of the Engliih ambaflador Mr. 
Keith, 'f he general conduft of the Queen 
gave him the utmoft uiieafinefs J he forc- 
iaw, from die evident turn of affairs, the 
fiidl of Struenfee, and dreaded the confe- 
quewqes which that event might have upon 
tHe fate of the Queen* He concluded 
that the removal of Struenfee from court 
was indifpenfably neceflary to her fafety ; 
her knew that her commands alone kept 
himin a ilttiation he wifhed to relinquilh; 
afid as he fuppofed that die want of mo- 
ney, perhaps, prevented the minifter from 

L. a refigningi^ 
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rcfigning, he made him an offer of a very 
confidecable furi> : but the influence of the 
Queen . rendered unfortunately his endca^ 
vors fruitlefs. ' ,i . 

Struenfee faw now -evidently, that it wask 
become highly nccefiary for 'him to hide 
his fears and anxiety from his enemies^- 

and to watch their motions himfelf : he^ 

• • ■ * . ' ,' ■ » ■ 

refolved therefore to delay the ;*f turn of 
the court to Copenhagen no longer* With 
this plan the Queen, was by no means fa- 
tisfied i her mind feemed fecretly to fore- 
bode the dreadful fate which there awaited 
her; and when ihe at laft complied with. 

y « 

the requeft of her adyifer, it was with 
the greatcft reluftance. Struenfee. was too . 
well aware of the . great danger in which- 
his perfonal fafety would be, in cafe of an- 
other riot J and he therefore took, imme- 
diately upon his return, to Copenhagen^ . 
the TOoft ferious mcafurcs to provide for 

his 
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Tiis bwn fecurity. The guards ftidoned 
about the palace, and the arfenal conti* 
guous thereto, were doubled ; a number of 
cannon were Jirought out j and fix thou- 
fand cartridges delivered to each regiment. 
Thcfe meafures operated much to his dif- 
advantage ; they betrayed his fear, and an 
inward cohfcioufnefs thrat he had violated 
the rights: of the people. In his admini- 
ftration of government, he feemed to re- 
linqnifii every plan he had formed, and to 
dire£i: all his exertions; to the prefent exi- 
gency. The royal dignity of the monarch 
was therefore defpifed, his authority ridi- 
culed I the power^ of Struenfee feemed a 
ihort, but a difturbed dream ; the . King 
Was pitied; and thfe Queen would have 
beea hated; had not every glance of her 
eyes had- the power to banifh enmity and 
difcontent. ' A diftant and faint hope of de< 
Hverance ibemed to d^wn upon the nation { 

L 3 but 
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but univerfal contempt accompanied every 
idea of the quarter from whence it was «it^ 
pedted. The ferment had fpread through 
the whole nation \ in the capital its «f^ 
feds were powerfully felt, but its drift an4 
aim were hidden in obfcurity^ None ap- 
peared capable of drawing a^y advan* 
tage from the general commotion ; many^ 
fchemes were agitated> but no refolutions 
£[)rmed; parties were every where fcen, 
but ho leaders \ much hatred exifted» with** 
out determinations and many prcyefts^ 
without any fettled plans. The enemies 
of Struenfee were niunerous» hut difunitedi 
every one of them would willingly ha¥0 
ruined the other, could he bave done 
without his affiftance : enmity was deef^y 
rooted in every mindi but fear curbed its 
efieds; every oaQ eomplainedj b^t olbee]^^ 
During thefe difturbances die de£^s oC 
Qiieeo Jvliaui sip«B<4 j w4 b«i pnrtjF be-> 

came 
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dUtic itt«*e ftrbng and vigorous hf the 

aditnfiti6h of a man, who feemed, in hiiiii 

fcff, fiiffidfent to accomplifh the great plan 

^ich ikh had pi'djeftcd. This was Colo- 

M KSlitt-, an officer who commanded one 

<Jf the regiments that cbmpofed the gar- 

Hfon of Copenhagen* An affront formerly 

dfieircd bV Sbnenfee to an officer in his re- 

^nieht, the 6nly friend he had, had fo 

eicafi)efateSi hini agdinft that minifter, that 

he Vo^ed etfcrhal hatred againft hini. No 

man ^^ more formed to aft confiftently 

itith fiich a principle than KSllei:. A bold 

and rcfolUte mind, thfe moft inflexible ob- 

ftifiicy jSitied to the roogheft manners, an 

hK^ihabii firfiinfcls, i cholieric dKi)ofition. 

* ibiil cdpable of the fhoft violent afFec- 

tidtti, an ineihitiftible ftock of felf-praife, 

a tomely pferfon, arid an ej^tribrflri^Tr 

ftr<!ri^ of body, ^rh ihe pHnfeip^ <iua- 

rmtiofthiiman. TO i)luiri of a« Qs*«« 

L 4 Dowager 
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Dowager had not efcapedhis attention*. 
Full of difcontent and revenge, he repaircc|>^ 
a few days before the new year,, to Juliana ; 
opened his fentiments to her wkh-. the 
moft unlimited confidence; , begged her to 
promote his revenge, and the welfare o£ 
the whole nation, by eSe£bing the downfall 
of the reigning party;, and made her aii) 
offer of his beft fcrvices. Nothing- could 
be more acceptable to Juliana than ilich^ 
an offer, nor more agreeable to her wifhesj 
at that time. . She received him with^thef 
moft: lively affurances of favor and pro-j. 
teftion ; and difcovered to him, in return,, 
the whole of her plan. ^ The moft com- 
j^ete opportunity to gratify his* private re- 
venge ftruck the Colonel in a moment : he 
fei^ed it with all the violence of his cha- 
rafter I fwore fidelity to the caufc of Ju-^ 
liana^ in the moft folemn manner ; and en- 
tre^ed Iwr not to difcover, as. yet, their 

common 
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common defign to any one. The Qgeen 
promifed fecrecy, and (he kept her word ; 
I?ut at the fame time Ihe did not negled 
to fecure to herfelf the influence of Count 
Ranzau. Without giving him' the leaft. 
hint of what had paflfed between herfelf ^nd 
Colonel J^6Hcr;-flie told him, without re- 
fefve, that ihe was wholly diflfatisfied with 
the prefent ftate of government, and of the . 
court; that Ihe could no longer patiently 
bear the power of a Princefs; to whom (he 
never could be reconciled, nor the autho-r 
rity of a minifter yrho feemed more the 
lord than the fervant of the nation '; ' that 
flie feverely felt the indignity offered to the 
nobility, by their total; feclufion from all 
participation in the affairs of government; 
^nd that> finally, ihe could no longfer efl- 
4ure the humiliating ftate: to* which ihe 
and her: ^n were reduced.. She endieivored 

to cxci}:ej>is ambition by the moft fplendid 
;• profpefts'. 



pro%£b) to entice Ms fcff-lbVie hj &lct ttttft 

I 

flattering OMttihendatibhi^ and by ^ v H f 
method in htt power to raSfe his iiidlgh^ 
tion againft httt* thtttif. fiiit Raniils ^m 
too refintd a courtier hdt to difcoveh iih^ 
der the m^ of tbnfidence^ an ihtblferable 
pride^ and an ihf^tiablbthirft^f p6Wfer; and 
he cireii began to fuI^eO: her of having al- 
ready forrtied Ibme plan of fuhiire condiift. 
Although, thefefoiti he tnoftcbrdially hatfed 
the Qtieen and Sthietifee^ and #ds in ge- 
neral much diiTatisfied l^ith the ftat^ of af- 
fair3 it that timei he hid ho Incliflittidh 
to riaife any other party to that hfeight td 
Which he had raiftd Strucnfefc. H6 wis 
mor6 difpleafed with the &uitt of thit 
power^ which was fo grofsly abufed^ thin 
with the power itfelf. His ideas upbh iSSi 
hejtd comprif^ f iews of greater exttfnt Sim 
he had courage tel accomptifh ; and tA^ 
w^re as obfcurt and indi^nd as alt tWS 

reft 
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it& of his concelptioas. Sometimes lie pro* 
poiedt in the romantic flights of his .poll'- 
deal dreamsj to refcue his country Mt 
onlj from its prefent fubjedtion^ but from 
the pofilbility of ever being again reduced 
to fo abjed a fituation. In this view he 
had placed his hopes upon a neighbouring 
nation. Numberle& impradicable pro« 
je£ts occupied the mind of this ftrange 
man* But his pride would not for a mo« 
ment fubmit to the idea of his being a tool 
of the revenge of another* 

From the nature of Ranzau*s anfwer> the 
Qjjeen plainly perceived, that though for 
a time he might probably efpouf^ her 
ca\jfe, be never would become a faithful 
and ufeful iervant. This however was 
enough to forward the execution of her 
preieot plan. She therefore concealed from 
him her real intentions, and only endea« 
▼oted to foment in him his averfton ta 

Struenfee. 
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5trucnfee. - She neglefited, in the mean 
timq, nothing, by which Ihe nmight gra- 
tlually prepare the minds of men for that 
great event, the accomplilhment of which 
feemed now to approach to probability. 
She did every thing in her power to in- 
creafe the hatred, already pf evalent among 
the nobility, to the reigning QueeA and 
Struenfee 5 and her emiflaries were induf- 
trioufly employed in difleminating rumors 
among the people, calculated to incenle 
them ftill more againft that party. 

Notwithftanding the fecrecy with which 
thefe preparations were carried on, they 
Could not efcape the obfervation of thofe 
who were pradtifed in the chicanery and 
intrigues of courts. They excited the fuf- 
picions of feveral of the foreign minifters, 
among whom the Swedifli and French pic* 
nipotentiaries deferve principally to be 
mentioned. The Marquis de Blosset, a 

nobleman 
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nobleman who united with the moft acute 
penetration the pureft integrity, and the 
keen eye of an experienced obferver with 
the cool impartiality of a difinterefted fpec- ' 
tator; and Baron Sprengporten, who» 
during his refidence at Copenhagen, had 
been habituated to the moft watchful atten- 
tion to tytrf motion of jparty, and whole 
judgment was as found as his enquiries^ 
were indefatigable — thought they had di£^ 
covered fome fecret plan ripening, intalu* 
turc importance. Th?ir :. fulpicions felf 
upon Ranzau and KoUerf Both thefe mem 
feemed for ibme time pail to be in a ftate' 
ofconilant reftleffnefs. Bitter reflfiftions- 
upon the reigning party frequently efcaped^ 
them % and they feemed to be engaged in - 
fome negociation of importance with thofe^ 
few noblemen who ftill refided in Copen- • 
hiigen. The Swedifh ambaflador was par- ' 
ticularly i|iterefted in difcovering the trae^ 

ftate 
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flatc off ^air& Sweden was more likely 

iban wy other nation to draw advantages 

ftom tbe fatkire of the fchemes of Queen 

Juliana. Stpuenfee had always favored the 

VKesefts^ of S^vvedeH) and was equally jea- 

Isus o£ the Titns-of Ruffia. But the fitua- 

\ timt of Sisedm at that time prevented die 

C0Hrti of SCQokholm from deeply engaging 

kb wffp foreign eKortiom Gvstaws had( 

Icairdty mounted the throne; the affairs 

oOiiSJOwn dominions completely engrofibd^ 

fiis.atMidoii'i and he had- formed a plan^ 

tbrexficutioa'^of which required' the exer- 

tioitt o£ aU his piD weti Md ' authority. Baron 

%rcteg|)Qiten^ upon this' occafion^ adfed^ 

tb&Smb ncttt onlyiof a z^lous fervantoT 

Iwl HMtiiO^ fautioffa^wife ftatefinan. Ran* 

zmJ^d^ placed: great confidtoce in him ; 

and^fceqinrhtlyi opened \n%^ mind* to bimi 

wklhUAlvnifided: freedom^ uponr the parti'^ 

fvlM &uatiott)of Sweden^ and^eren upoor 

the 
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the polkice <^ the Danifli Court $ he had 
endeavored to convince him of the folidity 
p^hifr fchemes^ and to gain him over to his 
intejpe&: he aflbred him of his affeftion to 
th0 3widilh nation^ and fwore that ha 
haiied ^d defpifed^ the Court of Peterfii 
burg. But the Swede was too wife to pay 
mttchi attention to iht dreams of Ranzau $ 

but he made uie of the confidence repofed 

in him> to appeafe^ his turbulent and dif& 

tra.6ted mindj and to convince hitxi^ not 

bj/E the tf tful infinuations of the politician^ 

but^ hf the warm expoftulations of the 

^ocod^ of the futility and pernicious ten« 

dency of \m fchemes, which feemed^ ahoi» 

gethecJikely^tQ be pfio^udive of new efti« 

barrafiTment siiid' diftre(i% He endeavored 

to dired his iMnd to- ^e more folid ad^ 

vantages to* be^ derived- fi-om the prefent 

dcrangedifbteofaffiurs^ by employinggen*' 

tie mc«M, iind^ leadii^ theminda of li^oSi 
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who held the reins of government, to a 
better fyftem of principles and condufl ^ 
in which endeavor, rational expoihilation 
always efFefted .mpre than mcnaq« or re- 
proach. He hipped to hino, . that it was 
not difficult to judgg^ into whofe hftpcjs the 
regal poweriii^^ likely to fall, }f Ae,pre* 
fent , ;^miqiflxf tion were fubyer):e4i. and 
he warned him to. beware of the i{ifidiou£| 
and dangerous- flatten, jjy wlvc^:his falfc 
friends end^avoredJiQ lc^d:him into a fitu-^ 
ation, in which he would find, hinafelffur- 
round^ by new cnpjnies, in place of thoftf 
Jie had vanquilhed. . Thefe confiderationa 
^ad the defired e^ed upon^ the mind o£ 

Ranzau s and he promifed, . by /following 
^e advice of his friwd, to give him the 
furcft proof of his gratitude* : * 

. R^nzau kept his promife,; although he 
fprefaw that all his .endeavors niuft be in 
vaio; . 3pqn ^(tfit the conunen^esnent of 

the 
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Ihe new year, he jpaid Struenree.a viRt^ 
and led the converfation to the fituatioii 
of the affairs of government. Had Raii^- 
zau ferioufly ihtended to peribade Struen*- 
lee of the neceCfity of his adopting other 
meafures, or had he only been a miaii ih 
general capable of procuring confidence in 
his fincerity, their meetiiig might have 
been important and decifive; Ranzaitt 
tried to make Struenfee attentive to the 
weak fide of many of his aftions j to fix 
his mind upon the real (bate of his affairs^ 
and their probiHe cohfequences ; and to 
convince him .of die danger of his fitua- 
tidri. Struenfee met his arguments with 
obje&ions^ his proteftations of candor with 
thanks, and his warnings with the ufual 
ihiile'of contempt of a Ihort-fighted mind; 
who facrificcs . every rational confideration 
to the illufions of vanity and felf-love* 
Had this unfortunate minifter calnrdy 

M liftencd 
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liftened to the arguments of Ranzau ; had 
lie confidered the circumftances attending 
this extraordinary vifit, and. the tendency 
•of this vnexpeAed expofhiktbn^ with an 
unprejudiced and candid mind; had he 
^een his errors^ and had he been willing to 
iCbrre& them^ he had won over to his fide 
the future leader of hrs enemies, and en- 
fured vTdory to himfelf, and deftrudion to 
his foes. 

The chagrin which Ranzau felt upon 
the ill fuccefs of this hss lafl effort in f^vor 
of Struenfee, was in exad proportion to 
the. great trouble it had coft him to prevail 
upon his pride to make it. He iiow faw 
plainly that nothing ^as to be expeSred^ 
from the. exertions of a man ruined by too 
much fuccefs, towards a change in the ad^ 
miniftration ctf* affairs : he alfo felt that it 
was in vain for him to hope to be at the head 
of any party j diat be polfeffed not one of 

thofc 



Jjiofe 'qu^itig$ by wJbich friends, and ad- 
herents a^e wim tod fpcured ; and he there- 
fixrc Tcfolvet to join ^i; cfnce the party of 
the Qjieen Powager* Juliana had then 
iconcerted every ncceffaty meafure with 
Colonel KoUer J flie theR fcnt for Ran- 
zau, in order to difcover to him the whole 
c£ her piarj. To her grea^t furprize^ Ihe 
faw in his behaviour a total change ; ihe 
found him ready tp execute her commands, 
and to unde^tak^e the condu£l: of a prjinci- 
pal paft in the conspiracy. The Qupen 
knew> h^yftvcT, that in order to fecvire the 
eiFeftual afliftance of itbe County jyt waji * 

now necei&^ty tp lofc no time in putting 
jl>er plan in^ ^xe(;utioii* Shewa3 undef 
feqyal aiiKiety in regard to Colonel Koller^ 
and Ihe delayed therefore not a moment 
' to impart her de^ns to the man ^hom fke 
had fixed upon as the jthird leader in tj^ 
cofti^irac^. This was Coloud Eichstadt^ 

Mi a matt 
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^ mail devoid of any ufeful qualities 0^ 
mind^ but who had the dragoons belong- 
ing to the garfifon tinder his comm»id, 
and upoji whom therefore the fuccefs of the 
whole undertaking in a grtat mea&te de- 
fended ; efpeciatly as no reliance cotitd be 
placed on any of the other commander^, 
atil of whom owed their pofts to Sfrueit- 
fee. Eichftadt, who had bfeen hitherto 
unknown and neglefted at court, and uh- 
rioticed by the nobility, and who thought 
the prefent opportunity of afting- an im- 
portatit charafter, more a dr eanft thaiV rea- 
lity, "was carried f6 far beyoncf the ufeioft 
pitch of his former ideas, by the thoughts 
of becoming ufeful to a QuEBNi that he 
was whofly unable to confider the confer 
quences of the propofal made to hiiri. H6 
at once fubnrlitted himfelf to be cntiitely 
gtiided by the Queen, promifed every thing 
fe4mred of him 5 arid 'thus every mea^ 

■ ' fore V 
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fiire was contrived anji finally determined 
upon. . 

The feyentccnth day .of the year 1772 
was fij^cd for the exec\)tiQp of this^ dread- 
ful plan — a plan by. which .the confdft and 
the friends. of an unhappy n>onarch were 
violently torn from him ; by which )\e was 
irrevocably confined underi the ri^orof a 
much more cruel guardianfhip. than that 
to which he had hithertp fubrnitted; by 
which his whole power was trah^fmed: in^a 
the hands of. his ftep-.brother, a prince 
whom both his heart, and he^d renijered- 
wholly unworthy of xht' th^rjge-^^glzn 
by which a yo.ung and aniiable ^rin^cefs^ 
who- ddTcrved a better fate, was for ever 
deprived of the pleafures .of ^ Quecn>. a 
wife, a;pd a mother;^ which polluted the 
Daniih foil with die bipod of an innor 
^ent man,* and deftroyed the peace of many 
worthy citizens-^ a plan which furniihcd 

M 3 the 
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the Danifh ilatioH>^ hitherto unacquainted 
with difloyalty and rebellion, the moft 
iiomd example ^rf" tliefe crimes'; and dif- 
honored the annalsf of the* country, byr 
recording the moft ffaocking, inftance of 
impIa^aUe revenge to be met with m 
ftiftory. c 

A Q>kndid baf 1 given at COwtj on th^ 
night of the jStfe of Jantiary, fsidlitated^ 
the e:iectition^f^his^ plan, which in a mo- 
meiit i»ebbed die 'Queens and' her friends of 
every itKJng that w«4s dear to them: and? 
RoetiU early th^ineirt morning were the 
^dfidiifbed inhtibitanfts of Copenhargen ap* 
prifed, that the Queen, the^ firft minifter 

StnfefiJfee, his farothcrthe Conmniflioner of • 
f*irfance> Count Braiidt, and all the prin- 
cipal adherents of that party, were itnpri- 

• ' f 

fonedl A mixture of indefcribable an- 
xiety and aftonifhment fpread with the, 

' ' • . - 

pews" through ttcVhoIe city. The rapi-- 
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dity vfrkh which this dreadful cafaftroph? 
had been planned and executed,- mull afto- 
nife. us, l^rhen We look back to the fouree 
from' whence it originated. A Princefa 
generally known to be weak and . timid, 
and a difcontented officer, fo/iiied the plarifi 
?. courtier, w&ofe talents we^ j© a great; 
meaiure obfcured arid rendered lifdefs by 
leviiy and incohfiftinfcy — aiij^ afiother; of^ 
ficer, devoid of judjgment,. or ^y othefc 
ufeful quaBficatioil: of mirid'^affifted it^ 
execution, and that with the moft com^ 
plete fuccefs, againft aQucM' md a power-* 
ful party, who, till the ^rjr TOoWient in 
which the blow was ftruck, poffeffed an4 
diroSted die whole caergy of regal ' pbwer.- 
Thas , event is. certainly one of t;h« m'oft 
extraordinary phaentHbena in the aiinalsof 
any country. 

' But before I proceed' to i more parti- 
eul^ff narrative of the? circunpiftaiftces which. 

M 4 attended 
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whoie garriion of Copeiiihagen^ this was 
the only regiment from whiseh the C^icen 
Doi;^agef^ and her adherents could exjped: 
ftppport to h«f (iefigns j and the ball give 
hfer the rinoft favourable opportunity to 
prepare ei-efy thing for-^ th«ir eiecutiom 
Juliank faw, at one view; ;evfery advantage 

* ■ • 

tcy be derived from fi> fortunate a Goncur^ 

« 

fence bfcircumftancesjtod determined not 
t&- teffe'dnifc of them : Ihe therefore pre^ 
vibufly cof^certed every me^fure widvithc 
confpirator^ ; . and awaited, with the moft 
anxious impatience^ the deeifive moment 
of adfcion. To her ardor the day fecmed to 
pafs heavily } the hour of complete revenge 
-km in profpe(jfe j but, fhould her mcalureb 
mifearry,^ Ihc^ few nothing but the moft in^ 
eviHable ruin before her eyes. The meaiEi 
aild. timid ch^rafter of her Ion, theiuBT 
Wly aeaA of Colbncl KoUcry the levity of 
Count R^Timi and the dciiibtful courage 

of 
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p{C6\6ncl Eiclift'adtj ^led h«r ^iad-with 
aiixfety' sttid ?tpprthen&ptt4 Nigjit ' at laft 
approich^d, a^ftd thfc btflJ commeiioed j It 
was aftetVifards bbfeiVed, as fom^tMsng very 
cxtraidfdiittary,' tbit rii&t bue of the fawigh 
mittiftcr?/ except tlie Britidif ambafffiidof^ 
wai prefeidt. Queeii^ Matilda indulged, 
witb tl» iftbft uiKb^afting and eaietefe 
giiety^ hef paffiort fof lively amtifeiient i 
aiK^' at one o'clock in the mormngi ihe 
<lofed the ball, by dicing with Prince 
ttcdenc : a Ad the principal iead:erst)f her 
party h^ the honor df playmg with the 
King. Thcfe were ihe, h& joys of tic ^- 
voted vldtims 1 The ball waa coodnidied^ 
and every one betook - lumfiblf to reft. In 
fh€ medn time fiich preparations vrcrc 
niade^ as fi>on roirfed chetai again? to mnej^-* 
peftid horrors. 

The clock ftruck three '—the dreaSfb* 
|iour ftxeSd upon by the coinlpirators:-for 

the 
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the execution of their defigns, A dead 
filence reigned throughout the jsialace. Co- 
lonel Kollcr then went round to the dif- 
fcrcnt pofts, coUefted his principal of- 
ficers, and carried them to the guard- 
room. He there declared to them^ that, 
^y exprefs orders of the King, he de^^ 
manded their afliftance.in taking the rein- 
ing Queen, aud all her adherents, into 
cuftady ; and commanded them to. follow, 
him to the Queen Dowager. The horrid 
importance of this bufinefs, the dreaded 
authority of the Golond, the affe(^ted4ig* 
nity and well-fimulated coolnefs with whi<ih 
he pronounced his fhort harangue, fo fiun'*. 
ned the officers, that not one dared to afk; 
him to produce his orders to thcpi. Had 
but one . of them had fufficient courage 
and prefence of mind to have made fo na- 
tural a. demand, the daring Colonel would 
have appeared, before his officers, not as^ 

an. 
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an obedient and loyal fubjef):, but as a 
ntfkriovL^ confpirator, convifted of the 
mofl: impudent falfehood ; they would, as 
their duty required, have fecured his per- 
fon ; and the Mrhole plot muft have mlf- 
carried. But Kdller was no lefs fortunate 
than he was bold. Th€y followed him to 
the Queen Dowager, where Count Ran!zau 
it the faine time arrived, accompanied by 
one Guldbfcrg, formerly a fchoolmafter, 
-^ho had been employed in drawing up the 
plan of the confpiricy, and in writing out 
the neceffary orders. In the mean time 
Colonel Eichftadt had armed his dragoons, 
and furrbunded the palace, in order to pre* 
vent the entrante of any perfon, apd to 
rcdehre theiprifoners. The diifferent parts 
were fooh diftributed among the confpira- 
tots. Ranzau was appointed to arreft the 
Qycen, KoUer to fecure' Count Struenfce 3 
and the reft of the officers were ordered to 

take 
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take Cbunt Brandt, aad thd other principal 
i leaders of the party> into cuftody. ICoilcil' 
immediately haftened to the apartments eft 
the firft minifter; the officers dilperfed to 
their different polls \ and Queen Juliana^ 
Count Ranzau, and^Guldberg, who car- 
ried a candk before them> went to the 
chamber of the King. ' To their gre^ dif- 
appointment they found the door ldcked> 
and not one of the keys and picklocks^ 
-with which . they were provided, would 
open it. The iofs pf a moment was of 
confequence to the undertaking* Banzail 
flew to the apartment of the page who was 
in waiting, entered the room with great 
noife> pretendf^d to be in the utmdft C0tif« 
fternation^ and ordered him to repair (m« 
mediately to the chamber of the King; 
The frightened page haftened to affiil hii/ 
mafter, and met Queen Juliana, Prince Fr^ 
deric^and Ranzau at the door, Aivho oifdcmd 

him 
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him to opeii it immediately. The unlifiial 

hobrof riie nigjM:, the known chara6tete 

of the perfons he faw, and itfce anxious im*- 

pajtience he perceived in them, raifM h^ 

liifpicions, and he refufed to comply, Tte 

Qge^n WAS in inexpreflible confterxiation ; 

lj)ie Prince -ttenfijbled ; aind Rarizau, and 

Cruldberg, whofe candle fell from; hi$ fliak*- 

ing hands, did not venture, to take die 

fcey$' from the page by force: he was 

flapong and refolute, and they wilhcd to 

jmake noinoife^^i' Ranzau therefore endea^ 

voiced to efFaft that by feai, which he could 

not by perfuafion^ : he told him that the 

wholfextbwn vf,z^ up in arma ; diat the r«^ 

bcls were ^ealdy- to ^penetrater; into the pa^ 

^'^ Hot ; tfcat the guards could iiat withftand 

ithfiir fury i and thlEit no time was to be lc&, 

if they wfhed to faveithe life of thenw^ 

nsbeh. The Qgeeti lahd her fon joined ih 

• 

'«ffii£fi% thff ^athtoft folicitude for thetfjrfety 

of 
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of the King. The page was firft moved,, 
then alarmed; the promUe of a confider*- 
able reward completely overturned his re* 

fbiution ; he yielded^ and led the Queen 
and her fuite into the chamber of the fleep- 

ing monarch. The curtains of his bed 
were furioufly torn open ; he awoke fud* 
denlyj and ftarted j — no time was left him 
to recover from his fright. Ranzau de- 
nounced ruin and death; placed every 
image of terror before the. j^ycs of the 
Monarch ; and his fruitful brain fupplied 
him with new images of unreal horror.: 
he painted the rage of a rebellious nations, 
confpired to fliake off the yoke to Which 
the Queen and Struenfee had fubjefted 
them^ crying aloud for juftice^ and deterr 
mined to be fatisfied with nothing leis than 
the death of the viAims they demanded. 
«*' What a dreadful misfortune! whither 
•^ Ihall I ftee ?" cried the King, half dead 

with 
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tyith fear ; ^' help me, advife me, tell 
*^ me what I fhall da," — " Sign thefe or- 
If ders," returned Ranzau, with double 
fury; '^^ this alone can fave the King, his 
^^ royal palace, and his people/* The pa- 
pers lay ready upon the table, and the 
Queen held the pen, the inftruraent of the 
deftrudbion of the King's befl: friends, and 
of her complete revenge. The King took 
it with trembling hand; but the mo^ 
naent he efpied, upon the firft paper, the 
name of his Queen, Matilda, he threw 
it away with vehemence : it was as if this 
name, which had fo long feemed wholly 
indifferent to him, at once roufed the dorr 
mant, powers of his. mind. He endeavored 
forcibly to rife, but was as forcibly pre-r 
vented : another torrent of menaces and 
terrors was poured out lipon him. Rar^- 
zau accumulated the moft horrid falfe- 
Jioods : ** The people," cried he, " are at 

J^ • « the 
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f^ the gates of the palace, fife and fwori) 
<^ in their hands, and direful vengeance in 
^ their hearts : efcape will foon be in vain 5 
♦' tke palace will foon be in flames, and the 
" monarch the firft yi6tim of their fury/' 
The King's courage could not repel this 
fecond attack; fear overpowered him, tears 
Tan down his cheeks, his hand trembled, 
he guided the pen without knowing it, 
figned the orders, and Rahzau hurried tQ 
fee them executed. 

Colonel KoUer had, in the mean time, 

' proceeded to the apartment of Struenfee, 

without y^aiting the King*s orders to ar- 

reft hirti. Having left the officers who ac- 

companied him in an adjoining room, he 

entered the chamber alone in which the 

■ •■ '^ '■• ■ . ■ 

minifter lay. Struenfee was roufed by the 
noife with which the Colonel approached i 
he knew him immedia.tely ; and, equally. 

lightened and aftonifhed, he aiked him, 

by 



by wh^& aulihwior he dared m tnfi^^ Kb 
oliambor it £o( improper an horn ?-?^'* I will 
*^ tt]lyovL that inrnic^atdy/' cried l^oUtr^ 
^' rife this inftant/' He than feize^ him 
by the throat, Md ftook him fo long and 
lb ^^^olently, thx^t refiftaAce was in raia : 
the courage of Stc^»nfbe was foon over^ 
^wer^) be AirJ-e^dered) and was car- 
^ried to this prilbn ready preparicd for him 
in th«t ckadeL Had this unfort^ate mi- 
nifter poflei^ fkfHciem pl-efehce of noindj^ 
by the leaft reflftance, - t& hav^ detained 
his daring' enertiy ; to have called in the 
affiftance of ,thc officers that accompanied 
him ; and to have required him, in their 
prefcnce, to proddce the. royal orders, Rol- 
ler would hot have -had- t%e fame fiiccefs 
then> which crowned his effrontery in the 
guard-room, and would probably have 
be^n the vi<ftim of his own temerity.' The ^ 
tldeft brother ^ the minifter^ Count 

N ^ Brandt, 
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Brandt, General Oohler and his. lady^ Go:^* 
lonel Falkenfchiold, the Royal Phyiiciax| 
Bergcr, General Gude, Governor of Copen- 
hagen^ Baron Biilow, the Secretary of 
State Zoga, and many other friends of 
Strueniee^ were then apprehended^ znd 
(quietly carried to different prifons. 

But the moft dreadful fcene of all was 
ftill to be aded. Count Ranzau^ accom- 
panied by Colonel Eichftadt, and a few 
pther officers, repaired to the chainber 
yfhtt^ flept thp^ beautiful and amiable. 
Queers Matilda, rThc noife occafioned 
by their entrance into the antichamber 
:^larm?d h^r, ar^d fhe called her ;attendants* 
Pale and trenibling^ they entered the apart- 
ment; fgar h^ rpnderpd them incapable 
pf anfwering her q^eftions. Terrified by 
thefe appearances^ fhe rofe to enquire her- 
felf into the caufe of their terror^ when one 
^f thesm ipformed hen that Count Jlanzaii, 
. . accompanied 
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iccpmpjpied by i train of Cheers, had en- 
tered the ahticfeannbefj arid defired to be 
annotfirced to her in did n^nne 6f the King* 
^^ :RaniauJ"'cried:lMej-^ aJnd in f he iiame 
^* of <therK[irig ? R^n jto iSttuenfeej and 
'^ calkliira to my arffiftanoe/' She was 
then i iarfbfmed , tHhtr Stiru6ri£be had been 
iedirtdhind carried '^to prifofl. -^' I^am 
*^ betrayed, J Lariii.tindDne^ I am loft for 
^' ci^er f : Bxjt,? addetbjfiifij more cdmpoA 
^ly^ f^ ktfMieL tthkoTSiomie, "mi I am pre^ 
^* jJircdtoicwdt fliy.ffttC.^' Half drdffed 
ihe, went) to { imeti^tfeefn rtifith xhe nwft 
undaunijeli ^fifbrtitild^.-ri Ranz^u rqfpeft-- 
foUyidddrfeBcd heR^^^d.re4d th* orders of 
yhe King j: 5 fte hfea[rd' .hmi Wthoit J«tef -^^ 
rtiptiofti^rdfifired tor/rtad' them herfelfi 
6nd R«r«Sw .dtlivfefed the p^pjft- tphert 
Havingriead it quite through witl^out bc^ 
irayihgLrii^ Ic^ fign; of' feari flie threw 
It. up^ ;t|ie. ground with contemptj and 

N J criedj 






/' 
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cmd> ^^ The dia^adbert^f trcfeitiiefy m 7011^ 
<< aiid'of weaknefs inr the King^. is ib 
'^ ftrongly fkamped ikpoii diis whMetmni^ 
« softion^ that I fligU not AbSjrthcfe ot^ 
** deri-" Ratzati rcntt-catcd fifcr to cori-*^ 
form to tK6 oommmds of the nkotlarch-. 
^ CbnimancbP' oriid flic/ with, Indigfid^ 
cion^ ^ comn^irds lA which He .iitikiftif is 
^ ignorant^commands forced bf.ifoiikoil!: 
^"^ villimotis cceacdiei^ ftKHA .fafliA :iinbe^ 
^' cildty— fuch xnnmaaigla: ftidt iicf^Qr be 
** obeyed by a'C^kn/^ tlp>ii.tKis-Rwi^ 
zau gpe«(r more Imklus m < hisr eiqxifttda^ 
dons; and Mok-med^' her that ^JM ordera 
tnuft be obeyed/ 'ahd^wiidiiiii^ 'kfs i^^ tinie^ 

" Tillf ha*efeett:thfeJaiig/*4-eiwmfdftrt!i 
« ymit of(teri flidt ^noc bfe ^SMe^tedoifpoa 

^* me. Bring me «i^ irim Immedteay V I 
« nitJft, 1 wili fte hhtt/^ Site tihgn ftep-- 
p«d fofWardtowai'ds; Aedii^ri W'ltsm* 
iati ffbpped her t he grew ihi^li^, Aiid 






kia eptreacies wei^ changed ioto tbrea&i. 
*^ Wt'^t^h !" cried tbe enrSged T?rmc^&, 
"^^ is this the la^gfiage^f a Tul^c^ to his 
^^ Queen ^ Goi tbeu inbft contenf^dble of 
^' beings I ge frptifi mj ligHtj covered 
with y<Hir GWn in&iny> but j;Hrv^ l^arad 
by me !"^-*-The |M-ide of R^j^a^ was 
touched,; ihd cdft an enraged l^ok— at h\& 
ofBcer&j fnstught with a drcftdfw! mffefting i 
and th^ bbldeft ef them fl;ep|>e4 l^tward 
130 fis^ the ddfeaet^efit.Pf ia^fsv. S^ tore 
hi^rfelf frbm his artiisi and calkd i9i help 
mth aU. faer fl:rengdi> but in vain^ (^ no 
a^a#de wai ^t hahd^ Thu^i fti^g#ii^ 
^ane 4gt9^nft aimed tneii^ difti^a^bed. fii%h 
rag? find 4eij^air> . &ib Ifew |6 the^ window^i 
>twe it ppebi a*id jjttfcmpted le .tbrcwr, hcr- 
felf Giit. One of l-hp ^fiicer^ hi^ ik&x ih 
the very mcfment : her fury now knew no 
-beond^i flie fet^cdl him by the hmr^ and 

N 4 ^1 tacked 
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taekcd her j and with '^qual ftrength and 

courage flic difengaged herfelf fronni him. 

. • . ■■ • 

This fiibcking, this Inhuman fpeftade, 

which would have forced the dagger' froni 
the hand of the naoft -bloody aflkflin, made 
no impreflion upon the mind of.Ranzau 
and his banditti. They united their coward 
ftrength againft this* noble heroine; and 
ibe fdl^at itaft breathfef^^ and aiitioftf^int^ 
ing, into the arms 6i one of the (officers. 
As fooft as flic had fomewhat recovered, 
and k ' appeared evident that : iHe could 
make nx> further refiftancCi flic was forced 
to dreis herfelf in an- adjoining chamber; 
and Ranzau, who^'wbs -mean and cruel 
enough to infult hbrivith ofFenfivfe and in- 
decent language, led'hei^ to tbc'c#rfage 
whiiih waited to carry ^her to thte fortrcfs of 
Croncriburg. 

Major Kartenfchibldv and anothef cTflicer 
of ftill inferior rank> entered th6 .carriage 

> • ^- ■ with 
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•^ith her; and the fourth feat was filled K^ 

one of .the moft menial of the Queen's 

dorticftics. During the whole journey thfc 

Major fat * by her with tKe naked fwora 

Jn his hand : a ftrange company for a 

Queen ! Bat it was the lot of this amiable 

Princefs not only to experience the moft 

-coiripltcateiii misfortunes,- but. to be treated 

^Wth exquifite ihhurtianity, infuit, and con- 

r tcrnpt." .The cruelty of her enemies -was 

even earned fo fa/, that all thofe df her 

attendants, '- ta whon> fhe had a particular 

I diflike,-were lelefted, and appointed to 

j i«^aitupo^ her atCroneriburg* Thirty dra- 

goons guarded the coach whifeh conVeyecT 

* the Queen V and in another carriage fol- 

... . . - 

lowed the'iAfank Princefs Lou ifa, a lady 

of the Bedchamber, and 'a nurfe. iliS 

Queen, o^prefled by the deepeft diftrefs,* 

remained filent during the whole journey; . 

but as ib6n as fhe faw the foftrefs of Crb'-^' 

nenbiirg. 
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jieiA>urgi ike a^oke from htt meli^chc^y 
pancty afid cHed with vehemeacc, ^^ Heo-^ 
^^ yem ! I aAi 'unddnei my Ljord ht^db- 
« fenod iw I" UpcMi hdr afrhria in the 
^ fort> ihe uttei^d loud complaints i and^ 
crv^i*whelmed with unfpeakablc diftrefr, h€r 
lus/ees i^cf^sled ichejir ruppoh:> fhe funk down 
tipon the (bunsi and was dr %^6d into h» 
bedchamber. The fight 1>f a bed alanfMNl 
)ier ; file ftepped back/ and cried^ '^ Tafoft 
^* me . away, t^^ me ^wly I jreft is not: 
i^for the ind&rable I th^re is no i^ fat 
f^ mer She was then pM kiioa chiifs 
her l^ofom heavisd with Y^l^nt £^> her 
whole frame («eined a^f^ted and con*' 
Ytdied with anguidi^ and &^, a^ kft bwft 
intQ tears. " Thanks t» God^^' cried ihei 
wkh fervency> ^^ for this blelling,! th0 i^ a 
*' comfort of which my enemies cannot r<xb 
** me i'* and hearing the yoke of her in?- 
fant daughter^ fhe flew to ^epr with rapture i 

« And 



f^ And mt thou facr^ poor ihnoceftt <if«'i 
f* twb V'^ cried ihte, ^V^hen h thf urihr^ 
^^ timttc ihoidier hot wkAliy wretidied/^ 
With' the molt moving lafibfijfoni Ihe d^pi 
ed tkelb^to her bofbm^ ki^d it ^ith 
^iiTdejiejr^: mhilt ktotrdttvf tssLt& bedewod 
tes chcdb^ The Mconenti xif diflrefs ^Ve 
imi^ tK>^die/^ftatic jo^}0f thatfcrnyi Icbr^ 
poulfd bu£ i^hi^ i^leaBng. dr^diii have kil^ 

': Q^trJuliaM andiBHnce Fi^ederiq-had 
fiot: 4%iii!t^: tjic Kkig^ tSil th^y ♦were ap* 
frifcii ^ttb the Qvten j)lid bom fecw^ 
siMi, cauTf ii^ 6fi« . Thcf fiaared Ibft arfbd)^ 
ddnnetm^tiba^of con^tUilon or cohtntibn iik 
Ra jisiatt fAxght at oaoe dtilray their plan 
^ cevenge:. THey knew that one g};^iK^ 
df the rQi^een was Efficient to tbrn tht 
anger nf thb Kiili^ ^tfurch it> ha(d itoft them 
fb Yi^iirir^nii CO pm imx^ mfdddn> againft 
fhc»wltttrtat' Nolle polfcllbd the powCTi* 

excite 
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excite compaiHon in a greater degree diajf 
Matilda J the King had ftill fortie degree! 
of fondnefs fothiri znd cordially hated hr^ 
ftepftjothep and her fori. 

It was now thought neceflfiay, in^wder 
to deceive the* people, to diffipate the mind 
of the King^ arid to perfume Iiiai; €&at what 
hadihippcned was done to gratify tfne wifhe^ 
of his:; fubjcds, to aft a political farce^ 
which coft no grcattroubie in- the pfeffomri'- 
iince>.iand nrietiwitHltOlerable fucccfsr. The? 
jrcpo^.of the vviokatrevolotiori which had 
J^en .place hadfdarcely Ipread drraugh the 
courtaiid the city, wfeen all' the ftreet^ were 
filled 'With the infikbitants, led more by 
cifr^ofijiyi than^refentment againft tbe falteri 
party 5 end more inclined to commit out- 
rages, .than to exprefs either joy- or griefs 
They:&lt no conipaiBon foj the/unfortu-^ 
jiaCe viftims of revenge, with whom they 
had lon^ bten.diflatisfiedi nor^pleaftire at 
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fhc focccfs of ithe vi6tor$, whom J:hey neyci 
Jiad loved; btit wildly ranged the ftrcet^, 
without knowing themfelycs what object 
to purfue. ■ Wretche§, hired for the pur- 
pofe, minced with the crowdi and brought 
a large cpncourfe of the inhabitant^ to the 
palace. , The King, Queen Juliana, and 
her fon, appeared in a balcony; mercenary 
yoices endeavored to raife the acclamations 
of the mob s and ^ party of hired failori 
filled the air with their barbarou$ fliouts. 
The names of Frederic and Juliana were 
heard, but the people did not repeat them^ 
and the applaufe wa^s cold, and without 
aniqiation, — But not far from the fpot 
another fcene had been prepared,, more 
fuited to the tafte and inclination of the 
populace. Near the palace ftood a build- 
ing which had been adapted by one of the 
f itizens, ait , a great expenc8, and with 
jnuch tafte and elegance> to public balls, 

affemblies. 
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2ifl%mb}ies, ^nd other ^iitertainitiMis. Sttii* 
eniee had mad^ th^ fdan^ and the King 
had defrayed a confidepable part of the ex- 
pence of this edifice. Some faiters, tak- 
ing advantage of the reigning confufibn, 
broke open the doors, forced their way 
into the houfe, and plundered whatever 
they found. The crowd rufhed in after 
them, carried away dialrs and tables, tore 
down the hangings, and committed the 
moft wanton outrages. Notwithftandmg 
the wild extravagance of this fcene, it was 
performed in the moft aftonifhing frfencc. 
No quarrelling, no oaths, no. curfes were 
heard 5 every man carried quietly home his 
fliare ofthepluiidferj nor did the' guards in- 
terfere, OP endeavor to preferve order. This 
indulgence did not efeape notice, and ertr 
couraged the populaeb to proceed to new 
depredations. They ran to the houfes of 
ill fannie> brok^ ojpen the doors, plundered 

whatever 



H^Wer thef f<Mnd', and mftny of tken^ 
were completely ranfacke4. This tumuli 
and cQnfuficm favored too much the deflgns 
of the authors of the revolution, to m^et 
with any pppofition fi-om them $ they made 
the beft ufe of it to. inflame the minds of 
m^, and to give a ipecieus colour to the 
horrid cataftrophe they had brought ^(HJt, 
as if it yrtte the affkir of the whole nation. 
About twelve o'clock at noon, when the 
riotous mob {Sled eyery ftreet, and during 
the mod licentious feenes of wantonnefej^ 
(he unfortunate Monarch was led thpougk 
the ftrcets of Copenhagen^, in his ftatcr 
coach drawn by fik lK)rfes, and dreffed ii^ 
his moft fumptuous robes and jewels, ia 
the hated company of his ftcp-brother, to 
he a wftnefs of tranfadions in the higheft 
degree difgr^ceful to his power, to his 
royal character, and to the dignity of the 
Ration. A few hired fycophants pretended 

to 
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to be eager to draw his carriage ; ihc King 
ftared and laughed; and the Prince en-* 
deavored with might and ,main, by vio- 
lently nodding his head> and waving his. 
hand^ to aflure. the people of his grace and 
favpr. 

Queen Ju}i^na was^ in the mean time, 
engaged in quieting the aftonifhed inha- 
bitants of the palace^ and in trying to con^ 
vince tljem of the neceffity of the mea- 
fures vhich had bepn adopted. She gave 
jeach of thcpi a feparate interview ; and en- 

jdeavoredj by eyery means in her power, to 
perfuade them^^ that her condydt had been 
jguided by the pureft motive^ of regard for 
the King, and jeal fpr the welfare of the • 
country. She expreffed her readinefs to 
beftow upon them proofs of her favor ; and 
difmiffcd them all with the moft folemn 
affurances, that they would always find in 
jher a friend and proteftrcfs^ . But hef 

flattering 



^ 
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flattefing promifes, and ftudicd condefccn* 
fion> was fo interwoven with an evident 
confcioufnefi of power, which (he could 
not' fupprefsi and -with fo vifible a fatif- 
faftion in the triun^h (he had obt^ined> 
that licr true fcntiihents could hardly be 
miftaken. But . honor ^ind favor flowed 
now in a different channel; a new altar 
was crefted to receive the offerings of ho-^ 
mage and fervility ; and it was too late to 
refifl: an authority, which, by the nwft liri^ 
expeded and fudden vidtory, had rendered 
itfclf fiiperior to every other power in th^ 
ftate. One nian. only, far more ennobled 
by his chara&er thaa hid birth, a man bet^ 
tcr formed to pra6li£^ the private virtues 
of the qitizen, than to ihine in the in« 
trigues |9f a court, ventured to- feize this 
opportunity, when he. thought{ the heart 
of Juliana open to every noble and dilin- 
tcrcfted fentiment^ to remind her of Count 

Bernftor^ 
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Bcrnftoif, and even » «rpre6 an wAwii: 

wifh fdr the rccal of that groat miniftcr t 

but th« fuddeji change the bare mendoa 

of his name produced in die counpenanfic 

of Juliana, v^hich Ihc « ^vain ftrow tD coft* 

ceal, and the cold and «&aed graarity c£ 

her anfwer, clearly fiiewed him that d» 

honcfly of his airn ;heart had flxangdy de^ 

ceived him, , 

On this day of terwr J^nd confufioDj no-;- 

thing 'Was ncgfeared iJxgt could foffibly 

give a favorable colour to <the violent 

changes that had tilten »pUcc. Even the 

holy name 'oi religion m^^, in /the .moft 

bafe ^nd fiiameful manner, profticuted M 

deceive :4ie multitude in 'fdpe£):^to4die tnoe 

caufes of the revolution ; and lb luicpiitous 

a meagre alone fliewt. In thtir ^g^ue 

Kght, ^ principles toT tdtofr vijio diad cop^ 

.dudtcd it* Fublip thankfglvjiigs ivfire ar«- 

iemd to beheld in aU (^ chnrdios^^^ 

venal 



i«^ith the praife of thp Almighty the ptir- 
ph9'^iYf^ l^f 4^^^^;^opif ao tinfpr.cuoate 
^llj^n pfi^ fj^flif^ of trsafoii 

# 

•gftlflft ]m:im^Pm> SttM^pfee ??ra;^ curfcjl 

t&^ii^4 God lor itl|e deliverance ot their 

Itf QGM^ :f&P9 ..* 4^g^ to which be had 
IP^yef bcjBp expofed. The xiaine ,of th^ 
ijeigijiiig Qj}een fra^^ ?!?^!*c>i}t ad prdcr 
feqiR the K3.ng, QflHRitl^d. in the pi^blic 
pj^]r/s/^; #f)5l her ^-^tf^^r <bla3;ed in the 
t^^T)p)ie -<^f truith bf the bpLd aiTertions qf 
Mi^iqtfS ffifchfiod i ,t^ pulpit prodainjwrf 
kr }it^.^tm 9f tihie iwhqjuaHty apd. hap^ 
piwf^iaf jtfee^tfe: ?Ui4i JiJ9 indulge ^i)Mfe 
i-^YlMtgP jig^iofl: iQJi^etv;e» the (ai>£bity of 
tbe .tcooplik iif Qq4 m9 tf^^^* ^^ 
wfajrUhottifi tbis /eaioute oi^ frq^f/? F4- 

O 2 with 
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with every idea of moderation and' ratia- 
nal<ondu£t. " - • 

But night, and, the hour of tefleAion, 
approached ; a dangerous hour for thofe 
whofe adtibns dread the examination of cool 
judginentv The viftorious partjr i^as aware 
of this 5 and a general illumination of the 

town was provided, to atniife the minds of 

■ ^ 

the inhabitants. This had its "eflfeft*; the 
mob was in motion the whole night; the 
wild hoife of tumult pafibd for the accla- 
mations of joy y but few were deceived by 
it. The ftagc rung with hired applaufe» 
but it was feebly re-echoed by* the audi-* 
fence i and the people in general (who, fs^ 
From being jdyftil uix>n'this occafion, was 
not even long quiet) took, a few d^ys after- 
wards, a part in a fceiie at the court the-* 
atre, whiehi though it Was at firft ridicu- 
lous, beeanfie from its confequences very 
ferious^ and plainly ihtwed that the mindii 

of 
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p£ the people- were in the greateft fer* 

Qfienty and that their fatisfa£tion with what 

« ■ ■ 

had h^penpd was very little to be relied 
upon. ... 

• The dfiy : fuccc^ing that of the revo- 
Jfcutioa^as fully taken up in beftqj^ing 
rewards, upon thofe, to whofe exertions 
its fuccefe, was chiefly owing j in taking 

• ' ' • ■ • 

thp firft, ftfps againft the viftjims of tri- 
umphant revenge; and in preparing for 
fuch meafwres as were moft likely to fe- 
cure xht advantages>. gained:^ and to con^ 
eeal\t|;ie , nefarious means by wl>ich they 
bad be^n acquired. . Count Ranzau was 
created a Knight of the Qrder of the Ele- 
phant, gpd Qeneral pf , thq Infantry; K6I- 
Ipr was inyeftecl with the .Order of Dane- 

* •'-A.- .^ ,^ 

brog, raifed to the rank of Lieutenant Ge* 
nerali^and rpceived lettefs of Danifh nobi- 
lity, with the additional name of Banner, 
fi^ ji^q^ie fijrnEjcrly borne by an old noble 

Q ^ family, 



V . 



^ *; '>. 



family, theiKeitJnAj ticMfM if^~ Bi-i^ 
wife made Lfeuteiiani (jenferiff 4iftF aft the 
fiflicfel-s ^»h6 had doAtrJbufed ^ tlSf itjfceWE| 
of the revolution were raifed one IfUffh 

the pupfei-s indcfc6ti6(thtptiC(Ai^r^i ^n4 
to put them tmilei* ^is ftsl. SjEsWurfi^HitSr^ 
tfho had be^n difniittbd by Stf^dlfrf? ffolit 

• • • • 

the oAce of SeCf Aaif of State, <#as rt- 
calleii, arid ordel-ed' to affift C'duiW 0*iir 
in the execution df his' cbhimirilDrt; iKii: 
the moft important Ifep tdkeii * by Qutw 

Juliana comes now iinder our conlidera- 
tionj a flep upon wnicK all her' fuol^quenlf 
rneafures were founded, arid by which th€ 
regal power W'aS ^ntifdy trinsfett^d 'Ma . 
the hands of Ker fdh #Hhc* 'trttfeHe kfld' 
Herfelf.' ' '■ " '"•■y'' ■- • " v^'' ( 

But before we jji-oceed in iU Rftloty of ' 
^revollitipri, by ■t^Klcii 'tltfe p^rf^A' ttf rfife' \ 

monarch, and the coiiffitutidh" Sf RiS" db- 

^' ' minionsj 



• ■ 






t 

iltinionsi were fotnatiemUy affefted, it ma^ 
be nttctSuj to delineate the charatfixr of a 
Prince who was. iSiereby ratfed to {<} ex« 
^ed a fehere of afiion^ Printe Frederic 
is b)^ nairare eiicb^ed with no diftinguiih-^ 
i^gp (pialification but his higW bhth 2 bs 
kia a deformed peffony af weak Ufiderftand-> 
ing^ md a bad haart^ The defe£fc$ of Ma 
body lli^ endeavdt^ to eonceal by an af-> 
fbOed fpletldd^^d^ilb,* his Wafit of uAder^ 
ftandingi by a ^d and haughty refe^e 1 
and his unfrioiiity d^pofitioh, by forced 
and wnnsltufal ek^f elfiot^s of fav^r ihi con^ 
defcenfioD. fle^ isf natiirally timid and ir^. 
teCiMpbi fib ctoR^A to thefe 8-6^ whom 
he ba» nothiiig id i^r, k haiighty and 
OftrdriHni^ng; Sh t^ 6kl!rem^, but bumbk 
tad «ow^d()r (d 4i6h as ftahd in the wif 
of 1^ dellgtts^ l^e (ihall fteck df poli- 
tkM fenoWledge ^hJh he porf'^B, fs the 
iii^tiireaStatof iWerti65ryi ndl of juagftient. 

O 4 GuUbcrg 
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Guldberg prepares and inftru6b him in the 
part he is to aft in. the Council of State; 
and he repeats, with hditation arid nncttr 
tainty, what he has l^borioufly learnt by. 
heart. . If he is contradi Aed by . any of the 
miniftcrs, he Idfes.tbe ithread of his difr 
courfei and a fecofi4' interruption entirely 
difcqmpbXe^ him , Real merit . he always ^ 
treatft wifih.jcolda9fa(,:and often wj^ en-" 
vious icfpjiteijipt 5 and th^ njoft trifling dif^ 
agreeable circumftancq excites hjs anger^ 
and ftimy l^t-es him to. revenge. He :hates 
the King, is ungrateful to hh mQther, and 
jealou? and cpld to his. cpijfoft. ..!.,. 

This i$ the Princp who, upon ^€:p#Q-r 
ration of fh? C.oypciJ of State under the 
title of the Priyy Cx^ndji,' lyas, ptteped at 
its head. , Py thip ^uijtal eye^y cfwcerri of 
the fta^e was to be cpnfidjpred ^nd ^if cirfjed. 
Old Count ,1; hqtt, [Barpn^on :Sch%kr:Ratfe-: 
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to the country. Count Often, Count Ran- 
zau, and General Eichftadt were the menr^- 
bers of this council* A Council of War 
was alfo eftabliftxed, confifting of Ranr • 
zau* Eichftadt, and KoUer- Banner. Thefe 

* s . k i - > - ... 

fteps. being taken, Count Often invitecj' 
all the foreign aiinifters .to him, in order 
to explain to them the (jhpges which had 
happened at court; an^.he de,Glared tc^ 
them, in the name of the. ICingj.. that the 
revplution which had taken, place re- 
Ipefted merely the royal fan^ily, but bv 
r\p means ,^eded the difpofition ofphij^ 
Majefty to the different courts., whom th^ 
reprefented. * ; . j ,^ 

This declaration was received by all with 
moftrcferved and coldexpreflip.nsof thanks^ 
|t. was impoflib^e that any honeft mai^ 
ihould have felt otherwife upon the qcc4? 
fion. ThcrEnglifh anajb^iTador bchav^ 
in ^o jcritjca^fgynfture,' witfi ^a^ dignity 

and 



atfitf prirdente Mich was naturtlly cJcpcAerf 
Cbtti fo Wife itid experienced a rtiati : th* 
ttiddct^tion which at that tiitte marked 
ftVtty mie of hiis aftions, h ftill rtmem- 
h€ttA in Copenhag^en with the dpplaufe it 
dtffef^iits. iit M, at Tine vieW, at What 

r 

j[)dht hts infttieWrcf ceafed ; btrt the nAdi^ 
forts ht took'tn favdi' of C^iietA Matflda 
^rtf ludh 4s he cbuld iiot only take with 
fstffctjr, bvft W^fe CdhdliAed with fpirit and! 
21^41. Hii attract t<J dbuht Oftert Wis ctto- 
tik dttd d^teitrtiried :" he fetiotriiy #arn^ 
Aittiltf tht comequende^ that ^otild ertfiW, 
Ifitke' perfdit^bF the Quecrt wert violated; 
and threatened the moft dreadftil ven- 
^alice !»g3iftft' the DariJIh GtJurt, if the 
Katt iAftlft ^ffe oflfettd her. He irtirne'- 
4fately dSfjfjitchtJd a touriei' to England; id 
i.h(l(itiitsi mWiiMtdt Majefty with every 
•b^ttttfHnterthat Kad happened r he nei^fcj* 
^^^feiWd itt fJtiWici ami -ohly then fre- 
quented 



4uerite'd' the contt, iVhferf his ibfenttf would 
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rticah tlMd Mit^, ddferttd, and 6^f)iei!&lf 
By the rhoff fexquiiife' ^ifffefs, ah<f the itio* 
dreadful liriceftiaitnty of the fate cieftinea 
for her. Her tears, tne company of her 
irilant daugliter ^Tu> rie^r ' q^iitted Her 
knee$} and the melancholy fatisfaccion- of 
indulgtr^g'' ii'^r grieV' iin\frffufb-6a ^ By 'lih- 
hmi'^v^ktk% 'Mit \tix^ ctfififorts.* 
If was' 'tfe d'ay* biffei** hsi* attfeifidkntiij 
who' Be^an t<4 fee ferh)u% 4^f)ffeheiifive^ f^? 
Aer tifirV fotifd pwl^kif lifjibh kei' td Mt* 
ari^ ffdiJfrifhrrtdnt, ist'x.6 IW dovm idpn heP 
B^a. fife Itihg "ft*adf kirtidy f^i-^ttfett' 
Ji«^f -iii^t^^^fl Jtltarii W iterfott-^ditf 

f^tu^Aifi^'iid' a-ft 'iihige wftteh haa '^nt^-^ 

W|i»tfy^l^i^d: it. ' to--ltiil-t)t^'^^ 
. . • uneafys 
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uneafy; they feared left, compaffioil; for her 
ftfierings might- as uncxpeftcdly ftart up 
in his mind, as any other of his whims i 
and he might:, in f\i€h 4 momcatj give fe- 
rret orders for her rcleafe, or take fteps 
dangerous to their power or fafety. But 

they. .were ftilL more apprchenfivc that 

T' •^. i. ' . ' w ■■' X- '• '''-''■- •''' 
fomc, one, equally bold and foi;tunate wjth 

ill.'' '■ ^< .«. al.^l 

/ them(elyes, might oblige him to fign fuch 
papers as X would roll, back , upon therri^ 
fcl ves the fate tlwy had prepared for their 
enemies , . Their . encr^oachments yppn the. 
rpyal authority had, by this time, ex- 
tended, tpp far to leave room fgr hgfitation^ 
ill; any, thing thp.y, thought rcon^uqve tQ 
^^jir ^intpreft . They ^thjerefore fent^, ^p or- 
^Cf to t^ Governor of Cro^eriburg, that 
ij^i <;afe lie Ihould receive any ordef;^. from 
^,Qpj?nhagen, relating to Queen Matilda^j 
%n0^d py the King^ he Ihould return them 

immediately to theXoungil of State, withr. 

' put 
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bm obeying them ; and in general pay no 
attenticm ca any commands^ but fuchras 
were figned by the members of the Gouii* 
cil of State^ whofe duty it was. Sjj^ilar 
brders, equally new, and derogatory ti> the 
majefty of the King, were publicly fent t^ 
all civil and military chiefs, and to the fu- 
perior and inferior courts and offices, un- 
der the pretence of effectually preventing 
evil-minded perfons from counterfeiting 
his Majefty's fign. manilal^ who might abufe 
it, to the fubverfion of all government. 
Could any meafure be a more daring in- 
fult to the unfortunate monarch than this ? 
or CQuld he, by any means, be more de* 
graded in the eyes of his fubjeAs ? Loud 
complaints had been made agaipfl the ar- 
bitrary proceedings of Struenfee ; but thus 
far he had never carried his prefumption. 
He had never taught fubjeftsto defpife the 

jfignature of their monarch $ vnder his ad- 

miniftration 



^ 



miniftratioA k vm Ml th^ppc^^&tf wd 

only mark of the r^lhiitfiji «U han, tto' 

gulaido&s, and ocders. But now m^eftf 

was deprived of its moil: facred ri^ts^ and 

fobbed of every ihadow of xtigftity ' aad 

j^ower. It is aftoniibiiig that^ HQtwHih* 

ftanding the imprudence which mzxikjed • 

this daring meaAire^ its fuccefs wils cbm^ 

i^lete ; and it furmfiies a ftrikiag inftanoot 

c^the cold and indifferent cl^af after x)f thtf 

Dariifli nation^ and of the coQteQnpdbl^ 

condition to whioh the monardi was r^ 

duced* A ftep ftiU moieJbold^ a puidic 

acknowledgment of the ineapad^ ^thc 

Sovereign to guide the h^lm of -gov^n^ * 

' • » • . - 

ment, and a formal delegation of *the roy^ 

power to Prince Frederic, as regfent id«r- 

ing the minority of the heir apparent, would 

have been, in the -eyes of Europe, an a^ 

lefs infulting to the majefty of the Kingj 

and to the dignity of the nation. Bujt, * 

without 



^ pHT^bie 4^Q^ties that mi^t ^^Tf 
Ikood ia thp way of Tuch fi n)e$ifurr> theup 
9r{i$ one grmt Q|p|ft9>ck to itsieKecutioo-Hthp 
ftlH>ve-mentioiie4 r^ht of the uobili^ « 
/[b«re the neg^Acy with the regpnt l^gj^f 
is^ointeds M.obftacle w|ii<^> fis it CQUftr 
jr^^ff] the ywnljitWs vd^ws of C^ieQo JjOr 

Ji^na and hisr ibp^ was infyrmouat^Mflp 
Ti|is Girjcuoiftance is fufiif:ieiit to x:afta trap 
llgbc ^fiA ^h^ caufes of the sevolj^iio^ ^ 
J9ni it fdainlf ihews, thfM: the Kiiig ^f^ 
Mken from the hands c^ B^jid ^^dians^ 
Mid ithtown ihtQ a &m of ^ moft ^eft 
• ^jflS:iw» U**Ph his ^nvfofls govcrpors^ifl 
JMt ^m thkk it worth wh})e $o ?oiH}e^ 
fiom the pqhiie ^Pi hf keeping up a plaor 

Nine co^t^auj^oiMrs mctc now Appqin^ 
ft) exan^ iSbe pr iibners ji»^is^ily. Q^im 

' SimsmSfh ^W^9i^¥mvy^e his ^rn^ 

t thcr. 
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ther, and Count Brandt, were put in ironsf* 
Colonel Falkcnfchiold was throwa iht6 
a narrow and damp dungeon/ in which 
iailors were ufually confined for niutin)r; 

« 

The unhcistlthineft of the place threw him 
into violent convulfions, and his life was 
in the utmoft danger. A .petition was 
therefore prefented to Prince Frederic^ 
praying that the Colonel might be re- 
tnoved to a lefs unwholefome prifon : but 
lie rejefted it ; and added, with a difdain- 
ful (mile, ** A man who has fought with 
*** Turks ought to be fiifficiently hardened 
'** to bear fuch a fituation," Old General 
Gude, who had been imprifohed, chiefly 
from a fear that he might raife the gaf* 
Tifon againft die con%irators. Was libe- 
rated i and Lady Gohler was releafed froni 
her confinement in the citadel, and -put 
under clofc^.arreft in her own houfe. A 
number of perfons of all ranks, who were 

fufpcdlcil. 
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ItilpefkedHtif' difiiFe^d fentiments, wcrd 
banifhec^j feme from* tHe city, others from 
t3re kingdonpr. A double -number of centi* 
nals tfote placed before the prifons which 
cqntiiiwd^ the prinecpal viftims ; arid the 
'Comma^hers, began 'the^r work in ^xa« 
mining, ihc) tetters and other papers .that 
were ibtiiBi in their dwdilings. . 
\ The Britifh MiniftciJ. about thiff time rc-^ 
ceived his firft inftruftions from the .court 
of LsmAob; oThc Dariifh: Sabinet did not 
howeirer^ &^m lineafy onihis headj' biit 
hopdd ifcha^ jhowcvcr gaat might be. the 

difpleafui^e <$£ the- Britifh : Monarch Aipoi^ 
this occ^fidn/: the natidn at large would 
hardly. ibebi&ugUt to iitorfi^rei and that 
of .codirfe at^' danger :was to.be apprehended 
fc6m hii^angjer. TJie aiiibajOTador received 
likcirfrife ra. fctttTi which he was ordered to 
driiver»^tQ the ICing o£ Denmark from his 
BHtifli,rM^je%t By what l\as tranfpired 
•:i _ P concern-* 
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MAcermhg ks cottttotf^ ire (Sam affirinf thit^ 
tjiough it cx|Mcfled ths tittwft gritjf ae 
what had h^pened». no mtoaoen Irero t&A 
i^nSt die ittftruliienci cmT the nrvofaiiioi^:^ 
tht fate of the Qsete ivtd left tto ^ King^ 
pro¥ided Dtothtng were aQ^mpCed iiiijiimefiM 
tt> her perfon, or dcrog^acory to< her. h^a 
birth and rank. Tfad condu A 6S the anw 
bafiador. was likeWife h^hly dppiOTBd by 
Uft coortx 

But notwithftandmg; die mild termi in 
which tins ktter wa6> written^ Mr. Keith 
declaimed t0 Cotait Ottm, thit l^/t had ofh. 
ders taqirit Cbptfhhai^ii^ ktftnedicit^jrj. if 
» divorce £koidd: be decreed' between the 
Quceo and her hufband; T^&ia menaiQe 
had' AM lAie l^skft efibft lapsxi tim itorfbres 
of her ^emies^ The rdblusmi wkueh de^ 
cidbd her ht^ was aiiwadT' nakm i bat a 
fbrmai trial was necefiaqr^ t6 pfoaamnca 
ihe femence^ not ta detantliiye upoft ic^ 

^ Her 



I 
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Her enemies #feFe toc^ inveterate ' fo llteiy 
her tfe6 feift tetf(fcrhcft> t66 iiftfefelmgto 
|>i?iy KSfi and too elevated by fiiccefi to 
f*ap the cotofequc^nce^ cf their revenge. It 
^as^ hott^ever refof^ed, tK^ the trial df tht 
Q^eeii- flteidd be feparated from th^t rf 
the bthtr prifeners, that ft fltdtild"^ be held 
fetretfy, ^df that thcl ctoctimcnts iHouId be 
commimicated to the eoint of Lortdom 

The btrfinefi of the trial of Struenfee 
and' IfM' friends wa^ now fcrioufiy under- 
i^-ea :' but to enter into the detaiF of all 
tfee juditia^^ procreedingSy wouH be as te^ 
i&ovts, a!f ft is tiifmeceflarf, fo the reader. 
Biit, before f proceed to give an account 
ef the final detcJrmination of this great 
caufe^ it may be- proper to premife fome 
obfbrvations upon the charges, which, after 
fongajrtd' laborious enquiry, wefe exhibited 
agaihft Counts Struenfic ^nd Brandt. If f 
<^ertBy interrupt theferies of my narrative, 

P 2 I hope 
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I hope I fhall be excufed^ as it will tend to 
throw a clearer light upon what follows. 

The fentcnce diredcd to be pronounced 
againft Struenfee and Brandt by the com- 
miffioners appointed to examine their cafe, 
was fuch as to decide, at the fame time, 
the fate of all their friends and adherents* 
In order therefore to punifh the latter with 
fome appearance of juftice, it was necef^ 
fary to.conviA them of crimes flagrant 
enough to render the very connexion with 
the* culprit equally crinjinal. ^ No pains 
' were therefore fpared to accumulate the 
accufations, and to contrive fome charge 
againft then), upon Which a fentence of 
death could be well founded. - They and 
their friends were therefore frequently called 
forth, ai^d underwent, long and tedious ex- 
aminations. The fortitude of Strjuenfee 
foon forfook him, but. Brandt and; Berger 
preferved an unlhaken firmnefs of mind* 

r '. Every 
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Every perfon who had been, in the moft 
diftant manner, connefted with them, was 
rigoroufly examined ; and proofs of their 
guilt were fear ch^d for with no Icfs in- 
duftry than difficulty. The charges were 
at laft produced, confifting of accufations 
that Mrere either falfe, doubtful, or ridi- 
culous ; but upon the flirength of which a 
fentence was pronounced, which muft in- 
volve for ever the charafters of thofe who 
were concerned in it, in infamy and dif- 
grace. 

The principal charges againft Count 
Struenfee were the following : 

s 

I. A horrid defign againft the life of his 

facred Majefty. 
II • An attempt to oblige the King to 

refign his crown. 
III. A criminal conncftion with the 

Queen. • 

P 3 IV. The 



jy . Tl»f impTPper nunoer in «^ic^ I^F 

had educated tU Prince RpyiU. 
y, Tbe gr«at pQwer mi 4fc^ve vfSu-! 

mcnt pf the^ate, 

VI. The manner in which ht ufcd dii» 

powder and influence iq the ^dminiftra- 

tion pf afFair^f 

The WQ firft of thefc articles mvp Pd'^ 

tir<ely felfc, a^d they were ft ruck from the 

ch^rgp$ fxnaUjr exhibited againft: him bjr 

the Fifcal General Wivet, as his worfi; 

enemies did not venture to bring them to 

the proof; and indeed common fenfc muft 

fufjkiently fhew their fiitility. Struenfec 

muft have been not only a ftypid| b^t an 

infanp ^atefman, h^d he ?ver attempted 
to deftroy the life, or fubvert the ppwer^ 
qf the King. He would thereby h^e 
thrown down the only pillar th^t fupgprted 



\ 



of a protedion, uivdftr ivjiuqh lioftp te 
namM ht feawi % feis <»dmi0s.-^B«t why 
Jbould J «afte m» in ^^w^mg t^ fo- 

jwrith iwwy cire^BC^^^w^t fltte«diirg the #b- 
^i/wjhil:i<¥i» tis *lone iiifii^ient to ih^w the 
-ngfoM ivhjr i^ jime madt^ and titje ^lafis 
iupon mikich tUslcy mctc ^undedii The 
.fieopk wQire flffi cx^ :a«id mdiSerent^ 'ami 
it wa9 npcefiaiy ito inflomie the vtnnds t^f 
fncQ ia general agaii^ lixt diev0(tediPri6fcin)s 
^Dfperfiuialjreninenge* Nothing could do this 
* more eSeAuaUjr^ tfaaa to ^ead reports of 
«his kinds and> by etpploying a ponfider- 
^le time ia ^lifatMig (and msan^ining tfap 
accu&ilioitSi to>^t»ethemacolor of truths 
and rendjte ihem getoeraUy believed. The 
fio^ul^ct, to be coorinced> tnuft be in- . 
iiianied 1 and the judg^ of Struenlee made 
^^ood uft of thi« pdlMaical nmxiiiij in con^ 

P 4 triving, 



triving, by variotis mechods> to esofperate 
the public -againft him.' ' 

■ * • ■ 

The third article contains,^ perhaps, the 
only chaiFgf againft Struenfee, upon which 
ftria juftice couid KaVt pronounced fen- 
tenccrf : This weak and irrefolute -man, de- 
'preflcd ■ by- misfortune, ' terrified by being 
•'threatened with the m5ft excruciating tor- 
tures of the rack, confufcd by the artful 
'and ambiguous queftions ^put to.him, and 
perhaps enticed -by a faint hope, that the 

only means of efcapie l^ft him, would be 
to make i&wxaufe thclcavfe of tlic-Queen— 
made, upon his examihiatipn on February 

the 2 1 ft, kconfcflipn, delivered with aU the 
^onfufion natural to a diftfadtedmind, by 
which he highly impeac^pd the charadter 
of the Qyeen, and caft a melancholy ihade 
over a certa^in period of her lifei This con- 
feflion was a new crime,; which roufed the 
• indignation of every honeift mind againft 

him ; 
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*. him : but, in the diftraftedilate of his mind 
' at that time, he was \Krholly incapable of 
X one manly ,a6tion . 

" The education of the Prince Royal, for 
• which Struenfee, infteadofpunilhment, dc- 
' iienred the high?ft reward, was exhibited 
againft him, in the fourth article, as a crime 
of the deepeft dye. Such an accu&tion 
could only.be made by deeply rooted pre- 
judice. Every man of . common fcnfe 
ought to poflfefs fufficient ftrength of mind, 
let prejudice be ever fo venerable for its 
^ antiquity, to Ihake off its chains ; and not 
to facrifice, with the moft ridiculous fcru- 
pulofity, and the moft immovable obfti- 
nacy, reafon and found judgment to ever^ 
habit or method bequeathed to him by his 
anccftors. In the eye of prejudice^ every 
flight of gentm appears audacious and 
dangerous ; every falutary regulation, if 

new, fcem$ a criminal ihnovation; and 

every 



91^ ctveiDjuriQNor Tfie Hfsumir ^f 

«viefy /ool^ Alid pcrmcicKiB cnBom^ if 
frnftioncd bf jociqtiitfi is adKsrahli^ aixl 
facred. Unlcfs the power of pttjwdke i» 
i»rarxmnc> niaiikiad itnift for >ercriKafider 
m riRror Jrti4 iinceitaiiiiyy Tbxtc confi- 
lAETMions «re bere hf no nieans out of 
flw«> Jbut natunUf iie&k &bnsi die cfaai^ 
iBTnliich 1 an isaw fpcsidng. The masi" 
«er im irhkb the Prince lyvias ediacated 
^ns undsmbiodly new, mnd cocid oott but 
^^[qiear very iteange to thai: dafa of mecb 
«rho, by indoleiice Or ftqpidity^ atse chainedi 
ID the jafage$ and Qpimoos of the )aft cen^ 
fuiy. Tht3 dais of men is pexiiaps moire 
fiumerous In Denoiatit than in any mother 
EiiK)pcanibttc: they decided without judge- 
ment; Viewed the randuA of Struenfee^ in 
ihis vcfpcEt^ with jealoufy^ and complained 
doiid €^ tkie dangerous innovation. To 
Ais dafa of mcrn Iselonged the judges of 

Str^enfeej if we f^ppole diem to have beea 

convinced 



fmmnntfsd tint in tkis poiedctilar h^ W4f 
]69j>iftme4 luatVAe muft rank vhcm oiudi 
lomcr^ iflkey isxrqught forward ikk acciH* 
&tk>B mcwiy lk> Mcumubtse die changei 
;a^ifift bitnb ^d co nsndcr him an objeBt 
9f publj^ iMTed. The piincipiefi AipM 
whidi ^ education 0f the Prince wat^ 
C(9Pdii€bB4> inult. j^pear Co an enKghtened 
nHQ4 tQ merit neitfacir pvmflimeat mr ridU 
cpk. Before he caixie intb the hands of 
Smieiiieei the yonng Krince had a fttong 
t^idemtf to the rickets ^ he was ficklf » 
p?«vi^ low^^ritody tndcdent, timid, and 
obftinates in a WQrd> die moft flupid and 
ui^oyernabie child imaginable. But in a 
ycry fhort time He fiecoyered a degree oF 
ftr^ngthi naturally tx> be expedsd from the 
\fodi\y eserciie be took i hh health was 
fir^^ly efltijbliAed ; his inoculation was at* 
landed with the gieaffft iuccefs; he Toon 
)^ded tt> de^iie the afl^Uace of nurfe^i 

and 
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and other female attendants; and grew 
ftrong> adive^ and careful in his .behavior* 
By degrees he entirely loft that fervile. timi- 
dity fb natural to children brought up un* 
der the fcour^eof unheceflary admonition 
und corredtioh ; he grew more docile and 
i)Yely> ihewed attention to what was taught 
him> and made obfervations fcarcely to be 
expe&ed from his tender years. This can- 
did and true ftate of the cafe renders it 
unnebeflVyto make any further remarks 
vpon this charge. Truth, corroborated 
by fuch fafts, moft be fuperior to every at- 
tack of falfehood and flander. 

iThc power and influence acquired by 
Struenfee in the aflTairs of Denmark, and 
the ufe. he made of his power, formed the 
two laft charges againft him. Every one 
acquainted with the charafter and difpo- 
lition of his enemies, muft be inclined ta 
thin|c, that not one of them would have 

made 



/ 
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made ufeof the power aaiaexed to the fanic 
elevated fituatJon, with the fame degree of 
wifdom and, penetration inithe adminiftra- 
tion of public affairs, ' or with the fame 
difintereftcdnefs in regard to the private 
advantages to be derived from it. The 
flcetch I havfe given of his fuciden elevatiorfj 
of his bold meafores for the reformatibft 

r • 

both of the external ^and internal politics. 

of Denmark,- of the principle^ up^n wh^ch 

he afted, and of the general tenor of '^ his 

conduft, isy I diink, fuffiatf iit feo cfeajr' hinif 

of the tworlaft accufatiod^.i: , ^ T: :* 

* Struepfee owed the -difUngulflied raiife 

he enjoyed entirely tO' die filVor bf-his 

monarch, and t6 the confldihce he* repoffidf 

in. his talents and abilities. Thefe cha(rges 

therefore fatt'irpon the Kittg,'> rather tSiail 

^ "^ • • 

upon the man who was' fo'f6rttinate as to^ 

poffefs his favorl and confidence in fo greatf 

a« degree i and, in th?j mouth'of his judges, 

they 



€f imiitdl dB&pprobatioii of dtt coiadoft of 
tkt numaifch, bf nivkh )»» ttffa^e^ was 
ftibKcly iitfolted*' This was tbendbi^ a 
iabj^ upon which » .proper ftnlb of loyr# 
akjr ought to hieve ktpn them fikiit^. if 
eiren the jufteft charge ccndd have beeni 
iMde agM^ hirn* Btitj bcfides thb^ Ms 
jvdg^ft were toot Uf^ilSeii m pc^tids to bid 
sfel6 to-comprfehoa^i^ nmch lefi to dtciSe 
Vgcti^ the nueriti or demerk of bis po&tieal 
a£tk>a^ k aiid> m their exaimn^ions reip(&^ 
ing this charge^.tkey purfnedjs^lioe of a>$f^ 
dy& wBrthy of their igBorancs t ^tucf iMde 
general grcMn^sfs cornplamtsi. bnt kefci 
fare&Uy off fronv any aii>al)ffb of pafti»« 
cttlar coAJundures. We' twA alfo coam 
jGuier thatj dwing the adminoifftratioir of 
Struen&ej^ nodding was tradP&ited^ but wto) 
received the imrmdtate fan£Bon cxf the 
KiA£. The ordora by ^^ch. the Coqnsil 

0^ 



cC Sfcsre ^^B^ aboliilsed> by whic& Scraenfiar. 

was rali&ui to the hig^ jrank he enpfeip 

axid bywbkh ereiy ofiber cimngr and ipc^/ 

gi^atiQiit WK» eSbiSled^ that fbrnnnd thd 

lift of Climes agaitifll tbe ftMe kid to tm 

cl!ia^ge— "irere ekher ftgnek^ or writ«M by: 

the Kmg^ Ta condetiMt tliefe imafcnv^ ati^ 

^j^'fiicioys^ Of criihkali^ i^s to accufer tbr 

KiDig dthefp cd wilftut nbg^A: of the m*^ 

terefts of M& fuingef^^ op ^^deckre him at 

Glide iufdne; Suchf wa^.therconAi^^ of tti^ 

jtidges^o^StruHsnl^ s ^ to fi^b meA'^^ieiw? 

ctttrufted' ^ fives^y the property, the ko^ 

lior^ and the reputatioiv of his* lMfejefty% 

ftbjeds^: whaecotddftiien be expeSed from 

ihtit dtecifiOrt-? 

If- rite ignorance of thefe j«d^fr ap^ 
petti^ Uisy^ e^enf 11^ ito enquiry lAto, 
and decilioR tipon^ hi^ political aflions^ smd( 
ted them iiio^ fo ^mbarpaffing a dilemaKsiy 
h mvft te ackuawl«dgcd -that their €mf^ 

and 
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jgtadi their fo mucK boailed zeal^ had a 
wide field to range in/ in the confideration 

• and exaniination of his private . aftions* . 
But even here they loft , thenrfelres in 
^furd ahd ridiculous aCcufationSy .which 
they, even carried fo far^ is to tstke notice 
of every triflitlg preferit accepted, by hitn . 
from the King, aa of a crinjeagd^ft tl>e 
ftate. The grfeateft nilmber of theft, charges ; 

' bore with, them a very ftrong iaternal evi- ^ 
deiice of their origi4>-rthe fruipful* invert > 
tion of malice ; , artd are lalone. f^jlRcJent to ■ 
throw a true light upon the mqtiyes that 
produced the final fen tence paiTed upon/ 
Struenfee and his friends. It is therefore 
worth our while to reprefcnt/pme of their 
leading features in their proper ?oloirs. 

At that time j«rhen it feemed the prin- 
cipal wifli of the King to render' hifnfelf 
agreeable to his confort, when: StBuenfee 

poffcfled his moft. unbounded favor, when 

Brandt 



tbe .Kint Hd preftnt^d A* Qaeen with 
ten lhQMfaA4 4oU»r^» Stm^ A^^ »m} Srandt 
with fiity thoufend $ftchj »nd FaltoenlfchiQW 
with PUF^ thcmf^nd. Brandt hf^ the r^u^ 
dny retiimed thMks for thijs m»tk pf roy^l 
f^mr; Md ithe King h^d mfw^t^d^ ^^ Th^ 
^^ he tl)u?ught if: ibut juA due his (err- 
*^ ViQfi% ^kot4d hp rew^rded^ ^<^ hisf^innM 
•^ f^^nd m^re t^tjy^ 4nd JmifokU /« */^ 
** rwflr*." Thefc pre&nts, which together 
tmoumiitd to erne hw>dred and tWrty-tjBra 
thoiiAidd doUarsi were regubidiy brought 
to ic^Mpt in the hocAi pf th«. Kiflg'/s ^i<- 
Vatt ei^nces 6r i^ months •of oA^ptil Md 
May 177 1> in the xi&al manner $ ajid» in 
^XdOiinittg tlu^ prirate papen of Struen&er 
t^ey. w»re £nind cza&ly to agrte with diia 
K((»wt (tnifrysry.piutkiil^ri ;But as his 
fisMunc^ and that of hi^ fneod Brandt^ had 
) Q^ been. 



2i6 ELUCIDATION OF *rfE filSttfRV 6f 

been, by this donation, fo confiderably" 
augmented, his enerhies eagerly laid hdkl 
of this opportunity, to charge him with, 
the embezzlement -of fo large a fum. 
The following ftafcftfttnt of this tranfac- 
tion was accordingly Idrawn up, and made 
the foundation of ^ the accufation. The 
King was allowed to have given the Queen 

I o,ooO' dollars, and to Struenfec and Brandt 
6,000 dollars each, and no more; fo that 
the total amount of the money thus giveilj 
would Have beea 2 2,ooo> dollars . S mienfee 
Was then -faid to Have added to the fums 
given to him and to Bnindt the cypher o, by 
whkha total was produced of ijb,ooo dol-^ 
lars. i{v order to change the former total 
X>{ diiPOp. into: this' r fum, nothing was 
eafier than to add; ri>e figure i tQ the total, 
and, by a flight iteration of the firft a, to 
convert it into 3"; and in order to fave the 
trouble'' of altering xhe fecond 2., Strti- 

^ cnfce 
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tnfce was charged with having transferred 
£^ooo dollars to his friend Falkenfchiold^ 
which at once completed the fum of 
132,000 dollars. Notwithftanding the in* 
genuity with which* this ftory was fabri- 
cated, and the credit given to it by many 
of the enemies of the fallen minifter, every 
ifti|)artial man thought it highly ridicu- 
lotis. Evefi WiviT, in his report 6f the 
trial and fentence of Struenfee, adduces no 
other proof of fo impo^rtant a forgery, than 
this : " It feems,'* fays h^, '^ very, ihcre- 
dible, that at a time when his Magcfty 
prefented the Queen with no more than 
10,000 dollars^ he ihould have :giveii 
to two of his fubjcdb.fums fo njuch 
" more conf^derable ; and, befides.this^. 
" the account itfdf is of fuch a nature^i; 
*' as to render it bigbiy probable thaS it has 
^^ been ait^ed and faljified. ^ . 



€C 
€€ 
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0^2 Struenfee, 
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Strucn&ey who in general Biew«d hv/t 
little fortiitude dimog liis escamiaatian^, 
flrenuoufly denied thb charge \ and there 
eati be no doubt bdit thlit the vhok w^ a 
maikious fabricatiofli oC hU jwlges : iuid 
if kr^ in fa&, afioaifiiing or i0crediblc;i 
that a King fluMiki pmefent his minifterf 
into whofe hands he had committed the 
ftle direftion of the affaip of govern^ 
iiieni:^ 'and wh(^ fortyoe was very inferior 
m the derated poi^ he beldj with a ipe- 
cific fum> fuffiicimt to raife him above a 
ficuajtion iacbittpatibie with the dignity of 
hia ofBoe? b apiefeitt of 5o>ooq doliarf 
m a farorite^ a thing fb vtff e^^uordi* 
naiy, when accoatpanied with the eixpi^fs 
declaration of ilie monttrcfa^ that he there*^ 
by meant » piace iiim in nnore eafy cir- 
cumftancefi tlum he was before j and who, 
but a man blindeii, by prejudii:Aj eoyld 
compare the friendly prefent of a Prince to 

his 



Jus confdit^ yntk x dohttion purpoftly in* 
tended to enrich at fut^efb rrho cti^ofcd htfi 
highefl: favor ? Befides thefe confidoratkmft^ 

the thanks of Braodty aild the anfwerof 

« 

the King) were publiely delivered^ alid ge« 
nerally known* The figures of the jfour 
fums, inchidtiig the pfefent made to Fal« 
kenfchiOkt^ were wrkten^ by the fame hixkd, 
and with the fame kk| m the aceount-booki: 
the King was accuftortied to figa the ae^^ 
cotmts (as c^)peared by »U his preceding and 
Aibfequent fignatuf ei$) ek>fe und^ die laft 
iinCj ib that there wai ito room (or the in* 
terpohttton of the preftnt maide td Falken^ 
fcfaiokl. The b^M^e wa« fegularly car* 
ried forward into the mxx, account^ and 
its appropriation regtdiurly figned by the 
Kinig* Baroo SchimmelnMnj who paid die 
money^ and who afterwards pliiced it in 
the public fttndsj had received reguhr rio-* 
tice of the& prefents frdfti Struenfee^ which 

0^3 would 
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would hardly have been entruiled . to him^ 
had the minifter been conicious of hairing 
made a fraudulent endy-in the public ac^ 
counts. But the ftrongeft refutation of 
this charge is thijs — That the fame judges^ 
who conviAed Struenfee of this forgery, 
made it a charge againft Brandt, that be 
had accepted a prefent from tie Kingy to 
the enormous amount of 60^000 dollars t 
they alone were able to make this pre- 
fent of the King, and the forgery of Stru- 
cnfee in favor of his friend, agree together. 
But there was ftill a proof of. this 
charge, by which they hoped to render it 
incontrovertible. The account itfelf, and 
thc-proofs of its -incredibility, were laid 
before the King himfelf, and much pains 
taken to convince him that he never could 
have made fo confidcraWe a prefent to a 
fubje6l ; to which he anfwcred, " That he 
^^ could not recoiled ever tp have given 

t • ' ^* away 
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*^ awa^ ib Jargc ar^fum'tif money at once." 
But wboeyer has paid any attention to. what 
I hatt^'alreadly[faid<40ocermng the debili^ 
tat^ ftate of thCj^King'^ ^^ind^ ^an ^afily 
j^d'gft' chow much f\ich evidence plight to 
hai(e weighed in the fcale of juftice) in 
which .iK*hing b^c pofitjvc proofs of guilt 
oughtip ^td: the.lij^ jqf ^ man. . 

I. mw .come t9,the,-.pripdpal. charges 
mz^€ fgainft Couf^f B^randt> Were I to 
analiTp |^«^ aicci^tiqn^in all their parts^ 
J fh6ul4* exhibit armftwe very little fuited 
\o tj>e grgyity of npj ^bj^^^i ^ very ridi- 
culouq .- muft tJ>ey ^ agpear^^ in whatever 
point e^. riew they, aj p confidered. 

T\ipxQtnp\^ifits agaioll him refted upon 
aftiqns in, the higheft degree trifling, q-m- 
biguQUS, ^ jgc^itious,^ 91. upon fuch little 
failings: as feeo^ inseparable from human 
mature, and which migltfjwith equal juf- 
|ice have been charged, uppn* any other 

Q^j^ individual : 



in£vidtial. : dicy weretnote fobndoi xipcA 

Qpdit any baft «Aioh thic doi^? hk 
ptmtd upoft feAiA. • Hr if a< aediirtid cf 
fiatittg b6ei^ vrktily '■■ dt^attsA lo <(Stfb«i^ t 
of haring ertdiesiv«rt«ii fey '<5verf *c«i6d 
he cduM dievife, to' Hitn^ INlnfifki 

» 

King's perfon eyejy^ewho' fttiftWdlT- 
affeaed to his patty-; 'of daBttfpeSM ind 
Infulting behaviour to'- PJ-inWRrediriC, 
when, in tK*- capadty^bf Inipiilator iaf^ihe 
Theatres, hd reqoefted'Mm to rttHi^fWrnl 
the King's box, and' ib' tak« his Tekt tit 

r 

another j and, finally^^ of having icfcepttd 
the fum 6f 6o,0(3o dbfiate. Alt ttieft c»m-^ 
plaints were, in the eyes bf his jtlilgis, fo 
many crimes conftfwktcd againlt tRfe ji'ublic 
welfare, Bot they^ouM ftilt hafvrt foimd it. 
diflicuk to prohotttice a fentence of dfcath 

* • ■ • 

upon them, had they nor hadon^tharge trt 
refcrve^ vvhich was ftated tq be the higfecft 

and 



cotrun snturHSBi and bk4ndt. s^ 

ami moft tiivpardiinabie crime againll the 
fosred p^oa of his M^ftf • Upon thh 
dnfgd tbit rain df the tinforton^te CoxiAt 
was buiit f sind^ in the hiftory of thia ftrahge 
inovtflutbn^lrikatndiing in uncommon occht** 
rcmsc^, this charge is ivit mm of the leaft 
mcMrkzhier civcumftanBrts.. 

^' While the King waapUying in hiu 
^' iifiial maniker with Count 3irandt^ the 
^« Count hit his M^jeil^a ftngcr*" \ 

Tim is tfad horrid d^ad «b«t coft Brandt 
hk life: biit in thefe phm worda the 
t^me wis not expniefibd^ vAmt heard 4nd 
jodged v^n by the Ctannrnffioneri. A 
^ttipous accumulation bf words painted H 
in live nipft dreadftil raHbts^ It was re^ 
prefested as a nefariouft co&fpiracy o( 
ScFuenfee and Brandt^ td airioge the hdfiop 
of the latter^ which bad been aSefted' by 
H farcaftiir bfefcrvatibn of the King^ 
SHrueiifee feduced Br^ftdt to the dreadful 

aft ; 
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■ 

z&: Brandt took care to fend the atcetuf^ 
ants out of the way; he then fell upon 
the defencelcfs Monarch,. xoUaned hini, 
and committed the grofs violation of his 
/acred perfon. I here infot the veiy 
words of the final decifion of the Com- 
miflioners, from the copy printed by them 
aftei? the executiori of die prifoners. 

^^ Brandt, ftung'by fome i^tincd'ObfejE*- 
" vations of the Kingi refolved to be r^- 
«^ venged. He difcovered : his dcfiga to 
€* Count Struenfee, andibyhis affiflancc 
^* formed the Jiorfid j^n, . SThe time and 
# the manner of the .attatk were defer- 
f? inined upon ; the weapons tq be uf«d 
<* againft the Monarch, wer^: .provided ; 
i* but, upon- more mature deliberation^ 
^* they were laid afide. Stfiicnfce brought 
*f the news, that the King was* alone: 
«' Brandt ordered the attendants to quit 
^ the anti-chamber, entered the King's 

^^ apartoient^ 
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^ apartment, and bolted the door. He 
f^ then addrefied the monarch in the moft 

« 

f ^ infuking language, and forced him tQ 
^ a violent mode of reientmoiti .<ipoa 
f^ which he collared him, wounded him 
?^ in the neck, and-r-^bit his finger/' 

Such a charge raifed the indignation of 
every honeft man ; it feemed an infuLt to 
the King, and wholly ridiculou$i as a 
irharge againft Brandt. Jt w^s uniycrikUy 
laughed at, and no where believed^ But 
it was for this crime that Brandt furred 
a cruel and ignominious dwth. ^-^ 

Sxxch were the charges ^exhibited agi|)nft 
jbefc unfortunate men, by jydgps previ- 
pufly refolvcd upon their death. They 
found no dilEculty in condemning them^ 
for that was^the purport of their commif. 
fion i but they were much at a lofs in 
]vhat manner they fliould draw up the 
feijtence of their condemnation. They 

dared 
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^ed not fo much ab menticm die onljr 
crime of whkk Stnicixfee ooastfefled htuxfeif 
goUky ; and they coi^d jx>c but foil> tfaae 
hf to 0tkar wBtkfn he> imiGhkfihis fel- 
loy psihtmrr had deferved death. Much 
tiixii:^ . .wauiy daeieferej ftill employed in 
'feardUAg for addhional charges againit; 
file]^« 

Pour cotnmifliofyers were now i^^nted 
ttl f>rbt«iid to the f^Mipal p(ttt of this 
,gt«at canfey upon whkh it wa^ MctBitff 
tO'dit^idci lA ^rd^r m intoe ftabi^to 
the fuccefs of fAit t^voltitioiu The CGtvh 
miffioftcra were, xM Count Tflow, Baron 
ScHAic-'RiittitLAV, both Aicmbers of eke 
Couhcil of State J Baron JtrtE-Wmt)^ 
Chttf Juftitc of the Supreme Court ; and 
the Soiicitof-Geftcraf^ Stawf*. On thi 
fth of Mareh^ they proceeded t^ Gronen- 
fcwgy to exiuittttc the Queen Matildas 
$fd Baret]» Sthitk-^Rathliiu was appiointed 

to 
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to take the lead in this hnpdrtiuic exaiOfiinaH 
tion« A long tad cadioiis ieries of days 
ipent in the moft gloomy foltcud^ idhe 
moft exquifite diftrefs^ and tormentiAg 
iufpei^e> had not yci broke the fpmt dE 
this noble Princefs. She received the 
oommiflkuiers with an iin«fe^d dignity^ 
which difplayed in its fyll atent tkt 
firength of her fouL A long ftriag oC 
captioitt and diftrefliDg qxicftiofts whioh 
were put to her» were not able to difi;ofl4 
cert hers her anfwers werfi ibort» per* 
noentt and precifes ihe cafcnly infiftpd^ 
that Ihic could not repro^h herfelf with 
anyicriiioe: and her stetfe^pe^d ^itudo 

and coc^oefs threw tl\e<!^mi£Soner$ lAto 
the fitmofl: ^embarr^ffineat. The cim*^ 
ning Schak £iw plaMily that h^ tM& in 
vain attempt to cope with the uoderftaod^ 
ing of the Qiieeni bu^ ha hopftd that 
her heart wJis not eq»ftUy prQpf agai^ft his 

fubdcty: 
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fttbtlety : and he promifed himfelf as com^ 
pkte fticcefs in an attack upon the tender^ 
ne& of her difppfition^ as (he had in de-' 
feating his fophiftical reafoning. He 
therefore made iife of a ftratagem> in or-^ 
der to procure from. her that cohfefliony 
which alone could give validity to the 
fentencc they were previoufly determined 
to pronounce, that led him to an 'a£tion, 
by which his name will be for ever 
branded with infamy. He was no more 
that noble-minded man, who formerly had 
fecrificed rank, dignity, and riches, ra-* 

m 

ther thin fubmit to be a member of a 
Board, the long eftabliftied rights of which 
were, infringed ^^K>n i he was now a fup- 
fie courtier, ready to go upon any fcr- 
vice? by which he could infure to himfelf 
favour, influence, or money ; Jie had loft 
all <he ftrength of his mind; every noble 

featui^' ii>> his charaftcr was effaced j. he 

• .' ''- ' was 
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was rcady'tof'flatter the powerful, to infolt 
the Weak, and to deceive the unfufpeftin'g. 
A long and painful diforder had rather de- 
rtinfged his underftanding ; and being 
weary of hopelefs poverty, he ftooped to 
^tHe bafeft means of acquiring wealth, and 
by degrees loft the good opinion of every 
honeft man. His condudk upon the pre- 
fent occafion completed the portrait I have 
drawn of his charafter. 

He abruptly informed the Queen, that * 
Count Stniehfee, in his examination on the 
axft of February, had. made a confefliori 
liighly difgraceful to the honor! and dignity 
of her Majcfty. *' Impoflihle T' cried the 
aftonifhed Matilda j ** Struenfee never could 
** make fuch a confeflion ; and, if he did; 
^^. I deny every thing he. has. faid." Schak 
was too cunning to fuffcr.her to- recover 
fiooi her fright and aftohiihment; ; but 
fiMided immediately, that Struenfee had not 
' t only 
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only aftualljr made thk confeffioiij iml 
had confimied it in hi^ t%vmn9Xi9» m 
the following da]r» and had even %Bed it i 
but thatt as the Qgeen df nii^ it$ trutiit Mt 
thing but the moft excruciating toitiire9# 
and the moft ignominious death, eoold 
atone for (b grofs a violation of the majefty 
of the Queen of Denmark^ 
This was a thunder-bolt to the unfor^ 

tunate Princefs; fhe fell fenfeleis back 
upon her chair; her color left her cbtdcs, 
and a deadly palenefs occupied its place* 
Her regard for her honor ftniggled irio^ 
lently with her feelings. She at laft moo^ 
vered *, and iaid« with a fauitering voices 
'^ And if I confisfs what Struenfee has fiiid 
5^ to be troe, may he then hope for mercy 
*^ at the hand of his judges ?" She at jche 
fame time caft her beautiful eyes at Cchuu 
Schak> with a look full of fear and hope, 
and exprefiive of every jthing her iips domd 

not 



COUNTS STRVENSlE AND BRANDT, ^^t 

not to utter. The countenance of Schak 
inimediately cleared up ; he bowed aflent, 
in a maimer which the Qnecn nnight inter- 
pret as favorably as fhe pleafed j and pre- 
fented to her a paper, containing the ac- 
cufations againft herfelf, to which nothing 
was wanting to complete the triumph of 
her enemies, but her (ignature. This 
-dretdful : inftrument of her deftrudiori re^ 
newed in the mind of the Queen the moft 
violent eniotion, an4 her whole frame was 
in the greateft agitation^ Suddenly (he 
feemed to exert her utmoft fortitude ; Ihe 
took a pen and began, with trembling 
hand, to write her name. She had al- 
ready linifhed the letters Carol — -- wMen 
calling a glance at Schak, fhe faw hh 
eyes eagerly fixed upoAhtr hand: he'trerti* 
bled with impatience, artd bttray^d in 
his face the malicious joy of triumj^hatit ^ 

treiichery. In a moment fhe w'as con- 
V H vinced 
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^nced of the bafe arts prafHfed agaioft 
her ; ihe threw away the pea^ and cried wkh 
the ftrongdl emotion^ ^^ I am ihame&ll;^ 
f' deceived ; Straen&e sever accused me^ 
^^ I know him too w^*, be nemor oonid 
^' have been gailty of. fo great a cnme.^' 
•—She endeavored to rife^ b^t her fbengdi 
failed her; ihe funk down» fainted^ and feB 
back into her feat. With the moft mw 
pudent audacity Schak then immediately 
took up the pen^ put it between her fingers> 
and grafping her hand in his> he guidoi 
k; and before the unfortunate Princefs 
again recovered^ flie had added the let^- 
ters ——IN A .Matii4>a to the former 
Carol— ^. The Commiffioners, imme- 
diately departed^ and left her alone. Their 
fudden difappearance had the mpft dread* 
ful eflfed upon the mind of the Queen 9 
fht at qnee forefaw the whole of her tcr- 
rible misfortunes^ She fwooned ;tway fuc^ 

ceffively 
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oeffiyely ffxr a confiderable time, grew 
dangeroufly ill> and it was with difficulty 
htr life was faved. 

The Comnriffioners appointed to en« 
quire into the crimes and mifdemeanors of 
Counts Struenfee aiid Brandt^ and of their 
adherents^ having fintibfed their ekaftiina^ 
tions^ an extraordinary Grand Tribunal 
was created to try the caufe of the reigning 
Queeni and to pronounce fentence upon hen 
Each of its members received previous in* 
ftruAionSj according to which he was re- 
quired to give his vote. The final fentence 
upon the Queen was already drawn up> and 
her fate decided long before the Court of 
Trial met % but the moment in which this 
Sentence was to be pafied and made public^ 
threatened fo much danger to the roy;il fa- 
mily>wds of (b much importance to the in-' 
teirefts 6f Denmark, and would naturally fd 
excite die attention of all Europe^ that it 

R a was 
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was ncceffary to hide the true motives that 
di6tated this fentcnce,>iii as much outward 
parade, and fpecious Ihew of juftice, as pof- 
fible. Nothing was therefore negleftcd by 
which an appearance of confcientious im- 
partiality could be added to this mock tri- 
bunal; It was made to confift of thirty-five 
members, among whom were the Bilhop of 
Copenhagen, and four other fpiritual mem- 
bers; the four miniftera of ftate, Gount!^ 
Thott and Often, Baron SchakrRathlau, 
and Adniral Romlinrg; the members of 
the comrhiflion by .which the other pri- 
foners had been examined ; the members 
of the Supreme Coprt of Juftice, who did 
not lit upon, that commiffion ; two Officers 
^f the Infantry, and two of the. Navy; a 
few Counfellors of State, and a City Ma- 
giftrate. Mr. Uhlual, Advocate pf the 
Supreme Court, a .map' eminent .both for 
profound learning and great eloquence, was 

appointe4 
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appolrpted to defend the^caufe of tlheQ^een. 
All the mcmliers of^ diertribunal, as;well 
as the^ tbunfel, for and againft . the Queen, 
were releftfed from every bther judicial ob-. 
ligatioif. ; But all thefe plaufibk prepara- 
tions were-without effect ; ndbody was dcr- 
cemrd;'ind the Qvent oaly j^ftified . the 
j^bllr^expbdation; ..s 7. 

The firft feflioa of thisi extraordinary tri- 
b'unal^*as:.heldon^thei4th of March. The 
Advocite"0«.AS LuNbaBANo, Iwho con- 
ducted r tkc accufatipn : againft the Qgeen, 
foTepiii:iiie name c^.the'ICmgi; Andjfafter 
havihg expatiated ^ \sp6'n tlie\cfin>es ihe. 
fiood chaiged with; in a' long' fpt^fih, in 
wbitth hie : very frequently exceeded. all 
bounds of -moderation, decency, and re- 
ipeft, he concluded by requefting, that z 
fentenceof divorce /rQi» the bed of her 
Lord. 'might be pronounced againft her. 
Her M^diy'5 adfbcatie then prayed that 

R 3 a delay 
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a deity of eight or ten days toif^t h^ 
gf lilted him, that he ought have fufieiew 
titne to confult with the Qijeen upcm the 
beft mode of condu^^ng her delbiee# Hit 
requeftwaa acceded to. i an4> by .pcrouf^ 
fion of the courts Uhld At repairfd UnflfHS 
diately to Cronenburg^ where he bad a 
long, an important, and a very intereftiiig 
convtrfation with his royal cHoit. 

The fituation of the Qgeen was dlUbeff^ 
ing beyond defcripdon. Yoiui^ btami^ 
ful, blefied by nature, and accom^ltihed 
by education, with ^yery dung that cottU 
reiid^' her fufceptible of the moft x^GmA 
happinefi throughout life, fhe now^ ftoo4 
upon the very margin of a gulph^ which 
was ready to fwallow up every thing that 
eould be dear to her-^her hoiuM*; her npk^ 
her peace of mind i one momeot wot tft 
rob her of her children, her hufband, and 
her throne : and that flic ihoul4 fiinrivt 

this 



l^k esdslivikoias change, was a Goafidenttioft 
fiaught mth new hwror. H» fenfiWiitJ^ 
iendff^id bcr capable ^ feeKng her mifcrf 
kt itB titffioft ^xtentf $ and the eacpreffions 
in lAkh fee depifted the excruciating ap- 
prehcBlfiom ^ her miiid to Uhldal, fully 
Ae<red ¥^th what acutencfs flue fek thenu 
^ I fliould be ineonlblabie/' faid fiie among 
others, ^^ if the moll trMKng of ray aftioni 
^« could hswre tdiided in the kaft to the 
^ dHkoROF or dilbd^aiitage of the King 
^ audi the ftaie. I have perhaps been im-^ 
« prudent^ but hiawe never mcann ill 5 
« aad ia thxA poiiws ia which I hjye 
^ faikd^ my youth, and the ftrange ck- 
^ cuinftamees in wiiith i wafi pbc^ oughi 
<^ to plead my apology. I was too fecurc 
^ of the fufpicion or cen&rd of tfe world, 
<« Md tWa fecurity may have led me into 
^ eriw. If the laws of my country con- 
« d«ifia me, it is my duty humbly to ac- 

R 4 *" ^^^fce 
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^' quitfce in thyctr fenteiice; but in th« 
*' iiibtich of my judges, I truft tbeir rigor 
^^ will be foftened by Jiymanity t iaiui this 
** affords jne gr.c$t comfort.— rrBwit when I 
"^^ confider that my King, mf hulband) 
'^ mull tdnfirm their fentence, theD^ then 
my languiihing hopes revive— he will 
furely hever defert rtie, nor cift;meirom 
^^ him into cndlels mifery andtdcfpairl" 
Htr tears and fighs frequently interrupted 
this fnoving addrefe; jat laft fhe found finne 
relief from the acutencfs of . her fofsltngs, in 
hef wcakntfs to fupport then\, ^iU;herr than 
in a dikranution of her diftreft., She fpoko 
to Uhldal in a more . ^ranquil tojrie,; and 
confuitcd with him upon the bell means by- 
which her caufe Could be defefi4«d. 

tilt fecond feffion of the Gj-and Tri^" 

buTiial was held on . the ad of ^ , Aprilv 

Uhldal .appeared with his anfwer. to tho 

aceufatipns broiight againft thcQgeen by- 

^ ' Olas 
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CHas Lund. Bang; afld thefpecch he midc 
in defence^ of his royal client, did honor 
to his taleots>'and to the fame he had ac^ 
quired> * He painted her amiable chara6ter> 
her iituation^ and her diftrefs> in thenooft 
ftrjking colours : his eloquence feemed to. 
have at; leaft atenppomry.efFeft upon the, 

» 

hearts of the moft obdu^^ate of his hearers, 
in defcribing the fcene t)efore them— a. 
Queen, accufed by her hufband and her. 
monarch of the mpft dreadful crime, dc-, 
fcending from her throne, and upon a Jevel 
with the moft alyeft of her fubjcdls, claxm« 
ing the proteftion of the laws of her coun- 
tiy-an amUble.princefs, ^hom the pub- 
lie voice juftly flyled the mother of ncr 
people, appearing at the bar of national 
juftice, and expefting the decifion of her 
fate at the hands of her fubjefts. Uhldal 
^ed this important queftion. Whether, 
upon mature deliberation, it would not be 

more 



9$o ttvttoATunf dr mt mivntT 

mom prudmt, more honotable^ and coo- 
fiftettt with the digmt}^ of the Cr&wn, of 
thtf Royal Fami}y> and t)i the whole na^ 
tioflj to confirm the Queen in her M3t 
power and rights by a puUie decifion of 
ber catife, than to brand hei* name fw 
ever with infamy by a fi^ente equally 
difgracefui in the eyes of his ftrfaje6bs, and 
of the world at large, ta the character 
of the King. He then fcparately exa- 
mined the charges, and went through every 
part of their prolix contents. He proved 
that^ by the eftabfiflied laws of Denniark, 
lid fentence could be pronounced agaiiifi: 
ter, upon the confeflion extorted front 
Struenfee and herfelf. He flicwed the jgreat 
want of credibility in the principd evi- 
dences againft her, and the infufficiency of 
their teftimony, allowing its truth* He 
rfeminded tht Judges, in the moft forcible 
manner, of their duty to decide, unbiaffed 

by 



tijr hept or fear, ftriftif according to law 
and jtdllice^ He gave a moft degant de-» 
fcription of the life of the Queen^ prcvknia 
to the period at which the crime fiie was 
charged with was fuppofed to hare been 
committed ^ and reprefented Ko^ with Hat 
Juftice (he really defenred^ as the moft af« 
leffcionate wife> the mc& tender mother^ 
and the beft of (^eens. He further added^ 
tbat^ even granting the acculation agatnft 
lief to be founded^ there wafi every reafati 
to hope, tJiat her rirtucSi hwkd by <ex^ 
{Miieocc^ would ripen kito^ fair perfeftioo* 
and prove- a bleffing to her fubje&s. He 
concluded with an ardent hope and prayer^ 
that the Queea be acquitttd of the charges 
brought againft her in the name of his 
M%efty. 

TUs, whole dsfoicedid infinite hoiror to 
XJhldal> but the cauie of the Queen reape4 
no adiran(f ge firom l^ label's. The third 

feilion 
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lefliofi of the Grand- Tribunal decided her 
fate; and a formal divorce feparated her^fbr 
ev^ from, her hufband* ' > 

' It wjis now feridufiy deliberate^, whether 
the infant PriiicefsNLouifa ought not to 
fliare^he .milfortuoes « of her mother^ and 
be: deprived o£. tjie privileges. of her birth.' 
This was a conrfidbration of great :import^ 
snde> which might - mat^rialiy:' aHedt the 
fuccelfion to the crown; as by a law of 
FVederic III. made December 14th, 1665^ 
aiid confirmed by every fucc^ding .King^' 
the "Princefles • of the blood of Denmark 
tsur&y in default of male ifTue, .entitled m 
afeendithe throne. The chief difficulty in 
this bufinefs arofe from the circiimftance; 
tfeat the Princefe Louifa had, -been an- 
nounced to the Britifh, and to the rdl of 
fhSe 'European courts, at her birth, as the 
daughter of the King; and it feeitied dan- 
gcrous now to declare her to be illegiti- 

,matc. 
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mate. It was therefore reColvcd to defer 
the decifiort upon this point for the pre^ 
fent. The fear of the refentmerit of the 
Britifli court induced the reigning party 
likewife to publifh the fentence pronounced 
againft the Queen by rio other means, than 

by acquainting the different departments 
of government therewith, to whom it was 
abfolutely neceflary that it fhould be 
known. This was done by a fhort • note, 
in which the divorce was mentioned, with- 
out afligning any caufe why it .had taken 
place. The fentence itfelf was recorded 
in the Court of Chancery. 6f Denmark, that 
it might be preferved for the information 
of pofterity. Baron Juei- Wind, Judiciary 
of the Supreme Court, was ordered to in- 
form the Queen of the refult:of her trial j 
and on the 9th of April hcperformed this 
melancholy duty, in the prefehce of the 
Governor of Cronenburg. . From that mo- 
/•- •' ^ ment 
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ment (he was iefs clofely confined^ and the 
Englifli ambaflador had leave to vifit her 
as often as he pleafed. The blow was 
fuccefsfuUy ftruck, and her enemies had 
now no more to fear from her. 

This important bufinefs being com« 
pletedj the linal fentence dill remained to 
be pronoimced upon Struenfee and Brandt* 
The time neceffary to go through the dif^ 
ferent forms of the judicial proceeding* 
alone delay^ the infiidion of that pu-^ 
niihment already decreed for them. The 
Fifcal-general Wirct appeared before the 
Commifiionersj April 2ift^ as their accuferi 
and he performed this iblemn part of his 
duty in fo ludicrous and indecent a man« 
ner^ that their advocate Uhldal could not 
refrain from fevercly and publicly re* 
proaching him with bafeneisj in having 
endeavored to increafe the misfortunes of 
thefe two men, already fufficiently op* 

pjrcffcd. 
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prefledj by t^e contempt and ridicule mdi 
which t Ike had treated them. The whole 
fpeech of Wivet is nothing but a tedi- 
ous ahd jmaliga defciiptioQ of the life of 
chat minifter, in which his m(A indifferent 
actions uc i^epre&nted as crimes of a hei- 
nous nature ; but all the fbphilby of his 
ar^Knencs cannot conceal their futility* 
The defence of Uhidal^ which he on the 
following day delivered before the Com- 
zniflioners^ is written in a very different 

« 

Dyle. It is fimpk> but bold^ and eafily 
confutes every charge contained in the 
acGuiation. In the miiids of any judges, 
but of fuch as had previoufly Iwom the 
ruin of the accufed, its fucccfs, except in 
one point, muft have been complete. But 
the hired commiflionersi to wlK)m his 
caufe was referred, had already rejefted 
with contempt another defence written by 
Strueaiee himfelf, while in prifon; in whkh 

he 
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he had defended his ,condu6fc and plans 
throughout his adminiftration/ in that plain 
and unafFefted flyle of eloquence, which 
truth and innocence alone can infpire.— 
What I have above ftated, concerning the 
condemnation of Struenfee and Brandt, is 
fulHcient to fhevsT the tendency of thefc 
three documents, without a circumftantial 
analyfis of their contents. 

The 25th of March was the day-on which 
fentence was prpnounced againit Brandt 
and Struenfee ; a fentence didfeated by the 
moft Wood-thirfly revenge, to gratify which 
they loft their chai'after, their, property, 
and their lives, and were condemned to 
fuffer a public, a difgraceful, and a cruel 
death. His fentence is one of the moft 
extraordinary documents to be found in 
the annals . of any court. Struenfee was 
convifted of but one offence, and Brandt 
was pcrfeftly innocent. The crime of 

Struenfee 
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Sthitnfee is riot even mentioned in the 
fcntence i the whole of Which indeed is 
nothing but a long arid tedious lift of ami-^ 
biguous aftions, not dhe of which, in iti 
moft criminal point of view, could juftif^ 
a Capital punifhment : and upon fo flight 
a foundation wais the decifion built^ which 
condemned thefc tinfortunate nien to the 
moft ejccrudiatihg arid fliameful deaths* 
Humanity revolts at the idea, and is at k 
lofs for cxpreflions fo p'aiht hei* feelings 
upon tht ocCafidn.— Innirtiediately after the 
laft fitting of the Commiffioncrs, this fen- 
tfcnce ^as read to the two Count*. They 
heard it with m'odeft fubmiffidn, uttered 
no complaints, but recommended themj^ 
felves to the mercy of the Monarch, as the 
bnly prote£tion againft the rigor pf their 
fcntence. But their hopes of mercy were 
-^n vain/ The viftorious party was even im- 
pudent enough to dfert; that the King had 

S rcjefted 
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rgt6ted *hc moft preffing »ontitati€* tft A- 
^OF of Count firandt^ affifd had figned liii 
femeiice in ^he of {nuydr and nmott* 
ftrancc Every mtn of honor fdt bkik-- 
fiflf iniblted by fe gra& /ah impoCmon^ 
ef|)eciafly as it was weH kMfwn (hat the 
King had figned his condenmatidai with 
:t8 rmich indifferoftce, as if It had beeta an 
4$rder (dr a jpoblic jeftivid. He was, be^ 
£des^ wJvoUj incapabie ^ ntional co|i- 
duft ; nor did be even fee the fentenice 
till the 27th of March) the ^day iyefore it 
was executed. 

It had been ^ordered by the Comttiif-- 
Bomrs^ that the ^^slbciadron tof Sttuenfee 
and Braindt (fliould ^nottake^ace igpiSQ the 
ofisd fpOt> but that a krge i)iak)> . coati* 
gi»di9S to the city^ fixouM be i^xpropriated 
and prepai^d for that pwpofo. TItisfaor* 
rid fcenc commenced at toine o^clock on 
the mormng of the a«th. The JUsmfepd 

Dr. 
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ilr. M<&Ater * afllfted Count StruenCbej imd 
the Revefettd Mr» |iee attended Cauat 
BrmA^ in their }aft devotions. Brandt 
ixioumed the fcafibid firft ^ and it feemj^ 
&om the undiftorbed calmnefs of his be-* 
havior> that tiii that jmoment he had (till 
hoped to iTdceive mercy* His confcioua 
iftiiacefiee had foa#jr cherifiied ibis hopei 
but ^ttk he at I9& liMie that all his expec^ 
taitiofiA were in vain, he prepared to meet 
his £ztt with mikl re%nation« He was 
execuAed firft : he ^eh^ld^ ividi unfhaken 
firmilefs, the axe (ever liis right hand fi-om 
kis body i and wit^ equal fortitude fub'< 
iKiitflbd his lieck to the ftroke ch$t ^^pnved 
him o£ his life. His head was taken 
up> iUld rqpeawdly exhibited to the innu* 

* Dr. Muoter pnbliflied 4 pampUet intitled* The 
Converiionbf Cmmt Straenfee, in wtiichthe author's 
pietj is tttdte evident than trAct hi$ jxtAgmttU or lot 
knowledge of httman nitaie. The Editor. 

S 2 merable 
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merable fpeftators that^ furroundcd the 
bloody fcafFold.— Struenfee did not fhcw 
the fame courage : his hand was cut off, in 
the moft aukward and painful manner^ by 
reiterated ftrokes : he rofe from the block 
with violence ; iiid waS obliged to be held 
down by main force to receive the fatal 
blow. Both thefe executions were con- 
ducted with great diforder, and lofe of 
time i by which the fufferings of the un- 
fortunate viftims were cruelly and unne- 
ceffarily lengthened. I pafs over in filence 
the reft of this (hocking fcene of butchery. 
No pen can paint its horror j nor could any 
of my readers, in whofe breafts the leaft 
fpark of fenfibility or humanity glows, bear 
the recital * : ahd to touch it ever fo flight- 
ly, would roufe the indignation of every 
feeling heart. Its efFeft upon the Ipeftators 
cannot be defcribed. They had crowded 

* Sec Remark XVIII, 

to 
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to' the place of execution with that eager 
vehemOTce peculiar. to the populace^ when 
provoked to revenge by a long feries of 
injuries, and inflamed by every method 
which fadtion can invent. They returned 
from the bloody fcene fully fatiated ; its 
horror haid exceeded the utmoft \^i& of 
^ir anger: their hatred againft the fuf- 
ferers was annihiUtcd>::although:thcy had 
not yet time to perceive that the ferifations 
excited iii them proceeded from thofe 
feeds of compafilon and human. Id ndnefs, 
which had not yet bc^en wholly doftroyed 
ia their hreafts : and thisinnumerablc n^ul- 
titude : re-rentered the cjtyi at otic^t^y in 
itiUeii filence, undisturbed . by timiidt or 
crowding, and quietly ilunk back to'^their 
different habitations. 

This dreadful day .'was clofed with the 
feme inhumanity with which it had been 
opened. Without the leaffi neccffity, a long 

§ 3 citcwt 



^ 



96% jLhveipArsoff or t^M aiwrnr «r 

circuit WM tiUietii in dragging die melan- 
choly i»maint of tbe two Coiii|Cb through 
the town to the place whcri they w«re tqi 
be ei^fe4 to public view* It &eoai as H 
ifiTCDtioii had been put ta the rack, tm 
produce new cruelties upoii tUahohid oCf* 
cafioa i and to difgf ace thi^ day in the aa«» 
nak of Denimirky by«xihrbidAg every: thing 
dwt was biife, fliknisful^ and ^xeckiag ta 

I * » 

)iumanit^ 

The dead filenceiiriiioh neigaed thioag^ 
out c^ ioity on the following days^ )wa& an. 
undeniftUe pi^oof of lihe ^ifi^^^ion o# 
riie inhaHtantB at whiat had happened* Jt 
WiSrtiMUQefepe diQi^t nieceiiary to lay be^ 
fbre the pubjjic^ by nneans of the pmfs^ the 
flnalf^enee ^on^d^b^ againf): Struen^i 
fee and Br^ndt^ with a lift of tbofe crimei^ 
Ibt wJiicK they isad fiiifFired^rrt-'But lihi^ 
meaftide had an efie& iidire^y contrary ta 
iphan WA^ intendsd.1. Notbing appeair^ 

more 



fn4>re evident^ throughout this diocjMB^my 
than a wiAi to find th& two Counts guilty j 
and the ^tmoft )%boi)j by a lon^ chasa o# 
abft»>d arguments and ^Hacious concki- 
fions^ t^ aecomplilh this wifli. th% h^ of 
Count Brandt, naere d^cially, rpu^ ^q 
iiidi^acion oi every man of fenft and feet- 
.ing, andereated a general ^iri t of difeon- 
tent and murmuring. 

The Commifik>ners> who had ftill to pro- 
nounce ibntence upon the adherents o^ 
Struenf^ and Arandt^ c^ed litde abo^ 
their fate, sifter having obtained their gran<^ 
objeft in the execution of the two leaders. 
They left thefe unfertuioate men to lantr 
gutih in unhealthy dungeons, in the mofif 
cruel hfpeah regarding their deitiny. 
After a delay of eight or ten days, they fcnt 
all the papers relating to their affairs to 
the Council of State. The Council re- 

fufe4 to .^wi^itafef th« ta&> and fent them 

S 4 back 
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l>ack again; and> after long wrangling an 4 
diipute^ the minifters were at 1^ or4ere4 
to pronounce fentence upon the prifoners* 
This fentence w^s a3 follow^: Madame 
yon Gohler was rcleafed from her con- 
finement in her own hoyfc, l>ut prdere4 
never to ^ppisar ^t court. R^ar-adrniral 
I^^nfen wa$ deprived of his feat at thp 
Board of Admiralty. Lieuten^t Cqlonel 
H^ffclberg, »nd th? Diplomatic Coyn- 
&llor Sturz^ were ordered to live in ^ fmall 
town in Schlefwig j the former vpon a fU- 
pcnd of 3Q0, »nd th? latter of 5po, dol- 
ors*. Lieutenant Aboe wa^ ac(}uitted 
c/ ^^ charge ^gainft, ktm, and baniih- 
?d fhe realm for the term of two years. 
The Cpunfellor of Stftte Wilkbrandt, and 
the Royal Phyfici^n Berger, were ba- 
l^iflied the mefrppolis, uppn ^ ftjpend of 
30Q dollars each •, and the latter was or- 

_ ^ . ♦ About 45 and 82 pounds ftcrling, 

dcred 
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dered to ipend the remainder of his life at 
Aalborg in Jutland. There remained 
ftill three prifoners, upon whofe fate the 
judges could not Ipeedily decide: thefe 
were. General Gohler, Colonel Palken-i 
ichiold, and the Firft Commiffioner of Fi- 
jaance, Struenfee. The fenteric^ pro- 
nounced upon the firft, Icrved as a fpeci-. 
men of what the others niight expedt. This 
brave warrior was depHved of his poft, his 
rank, and his pay; was banilhed the 
ifiands of Seeland, Fiihnen, and the 
Duchy of Schlefwig ; and reduced to an 
annual ftipend of lOop dollars* ; hecnufty 
according to the very words of his fentence, 
- he had given caufe offufpicion. The (pitc 
of Prince Frederic diftated the fentence 
of Colonel Falkenfchiold : he was: de-. 
prived of his commands and of his poft' 
^s Royal Chamberlain \ ' and banilhed for' 

* About 160L ftctliM;^ \ '^ 

■ life 
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lHe'li6 Munkhdiih^. a fortreft fituatt in iko 
inoft noitheriy part cH Norway> vdw*s he 
wd6 4fij&wed onif half a dolliu* ^ a day 
ftf his: fufaMience : He was tweiuy-^vi^ni 
jvaph of age> and oo crime couhi be laid 
to hie charge, bnt his friendflBp for Strti-> 
•ofep.-H»S£ruenfeevihe Conhmiffioi^er of Fi^ 
nkm;^, /v«diaa£trr'tt\e execiition of hk faron 
t^n had beooi' thrown into irons, wa& 
•bligfid to petitifiov !^r ' hiK refeafe : upon.' 
whicH his.' ps^eei and 9fitr6b: were. rei^oKcd 
to'hidfti bye a jprdmi^fe ivas' e^aSted froi& 
ymjL that he neYWr^/^^cmtd i^ritb iur ipeak 
Vpon^the revohitix&n^. : 
t' , JVIeafuces. 

' • About IS. 8d* 

, i Jbe miid fei^tea^ j^f ^ed uj^-^ die brother of 
Coi^nt Struenfee;, ma^ .perhaps aj^^ fujprifiQg^ B^t 
Ac following ftift* accounts for die lenity fhcwn to' 
Um iiv cQinparifca inritlL the left of dirf j^vQr. At 
^e tin^e vii^n Stru^ee> th& ComoiiflioBQ]; of Finance^ 
was arre!led» his wife, 'who' leiided in Silefia, hearing* 
•f his misfortune Ifi^fAftt^l^f ^^ififs ^n that account 
to b^ friend Baron Hofman^ at prefent Chancellor of 

the 
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Meafures mere how tdken for the re- 
moval of Queen Matil^ ffom Cronen- 
burg. The fittaU town of Aatbo^ in 
Jutkml w^sc fiFil iiHegded^ for her refih-^. 
deHce^ and fhe h^Atf ie^^ied to wifli to 
Ittre withm the Dtnij^ domiftions* But 
Tvhen flie hea»i^ «he fUtUiachdly end o£ 
hep friends, fte changed her refol^tion; 
Mer hrotheis the King ^ 'ShgUn^ had> 
made ^oSt^ to the Bai^ih court, to ap^ 
point her a itfidence ih the eleSorat^ o^ 
Hanover ? thia propofeJ ^wits accepted r 
and it was at die fame tiine ^greed^. thatf* 
iheihould ftill keep t^ ti(j[Q gja^ r^H^of a 



Queem • flei' dower of 2503000 doildTs 

^UoiY^rfi^^ Halle, in SaxDnj^. Hofnpian imme- 
4j^y wrpt^ tp ti|c late King of Praflia, requejBing M^ 
if^esen^ m hjox of Struenf^i in confeg^epgf^ 
of whidtw' ffcdcHc H, ii^cidi^^ly |ccl4me4,hii» ;^^ 
a fnl^ie^ pThft iflfcieaoe ©f fo )Cf ^crful a frii^ni v^ 

e - .-:.- . ^^,: >:. The PftfTiyijjt 

was 
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vas rcturi^ed, and an annuity of 30,000 
dollars * fettled upon her for life. 

On the 27 th of May, two Englifh fri- 
gates of thirty-two guns each, and a cut-: 
terfi wiyed at Hclfingprs aDd on the 
3Pth inftant thte Queen left .Croiienburg.' 
The laft moments which this amiiible Prin-r 
cefs fpent in the Daniih 4Qniini0ns, were^ 
cjiftreffing in the'higheft degree. She was. 
now iin^ier the n^ceffity of parting froni^ 
llfiT only cpmfort, the only obje6t of her 
affedion, her , .infant daughter y and of 
leaving her in the I;iands of her fworn ene-* 

I - m n 

"' ♦ About 5000I. fterling. > 

^ Tffis fquadron ws^s cqmmaftded by the gallant 
Captain Macbride, whofe condudl upon this, as on 
every other occafion, was that of a gentleman, a brave 
officer, and a true patriot. He conduced her to the 
frigate in his barge : the fquadron faluted her, upon 
licr coming on board, as the filler of the Britilh Mo- 
narch ; a^d as foon as (he was oti board, he hoifted the 
Daniih colours, and infified diat the fbrt of Cronen- 
tying fhould falute her as Queen of Denmark ; which 
tdiite he letttmed with two guns lds»— The Editoil* 

miest 



COUNTS STRUENSEE AND BRANDT. 0.5^ 

mies. She fondly prefled for fome mi* 
nutes the babe to her bofom, and bedewed 
it with a (hower of tears : (he then at- 
tempted to tear herfelf away j but the voice, 
the fmUes, the endearing motions of her 
infant^ were chains that irrefiftibly drew 
her back. At laft fhe called up all her re- 
folution, took her once more into lier arms, 
imprinted upon her lips, with the impetu- 
ous ardor of diftradting love, the farewcl 
kifs, returned her to the attendant, and 
cried, ** Away, away! I now poflefs no- 
'* thing here." — One of the King's boats 
carried her to the. firft frigate, and thq 
Iquadron fet fail for Stade, from whence 
flie was to travel by land to Zelle., The 
Englifli AmbafTador, Sir Robert. Keith— 
and Mr. Von Holftein, Mafter of the 
Queen's Houfehold, with his lady — had the 
honour to accompany her. Unfortun^ely 
riic fhips were detained by contrary winds j^* 

and 



Ad At had fiill; Ibr a wbok day^ tiie 
diftrieSIng view of the country^ which to 
Jicr had been the iburce of £b many mif. 
iortunes^ before her eyes. The next day 
a favorable wind enabled her to proceed 
jon her voyage. 

Thus ended this memorable revolution^ 
which is certainly one of the mod: extraor^ 
dinary political events in the hiftory of aay 
country. The Princefs who thereby loft 
the moil: exalted iituation that birth 9r &r-^ 
tune can beftowj deierved a better fate» 
Trudi cannot deny, nor judgment ap* 
pfove> her errors; but xht hwrt mUft aU^w 
that ihe had the julleft claim to pity ami 
indulgence. Her fenfibility, and die cir« 
cumftances into which Ihe was throwrtj 
were againft her — powerful enemies tt> a 
fufceptible mind, whofe very excellences 
were fuch as to lead her into danger. 
After her frji error, the good qualities of 

her 



faer owh hnrt hurried hdt kitD the tmbai^ 

nScRentB hi which &e was tflvdhred« Th^ 

varindi of her diffpofitioh led hbr to take 

die fid& Step upon the wh>lig path : Aietvok 

IXio muck islfltuated to be immtdiateif 

confcimis of it $ and (he had already firO'^ 

ceeded a confiderable length before &i 

idi6::o^red Tier mHWce. T4ie dj&ovierjr 

aladi^mi^ her> and fhe tried 'to fti^ hdsek^ 

hv\t a Ihdiii^tnd obilacles <:i|)p<ftfed lier tt^ 

«rn i fhe Idk hcrfelf tde weak tb t^ver* 

eome tfaem> atid her firft^hdeaTor« to ti^t 

tsid "weit miftak^fi^ alid led her det;per 

into erfor. Her jminfd was extremely d^ 

4trefl€d; and to al^leviate this diftf^^^ be* 

qame her only SsaAy. Diffipaiion o^r^d 

4ier t4ke readied afiUtance^ and9 with tj%^ 

aAivity of mind peculiar to herfell^ &^ 

l^ped ^ every thing that could drive 

frpmher^e^%^.(?/^>r^^». JEier conduct 

fince that dreadful moment, when the veil 

was 
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was torn from her eyes — ^whcn flie wai 
roufed from her trance^ and a long and fe-^ 
▼ere puniflirticht inflidted upon her for htt 
folly — is her beft defence ^ixh the htiniancj 
the fiifceptible, and the virtuous heart, 
untainted by the poifon of fiander and ca:-^ 
lumny. 

Cronxnburg witnefled, in this Prince/Si 
the moft finGcre replmtance, the moft ten- 
der maternal affedkion, the nobleft fympa- 
thy with her unfortunate friends^ and the 
moft heroic refignation to her cruel fate; 
Zelle afterwards admired in her the pureft 
virtue and piety, the fweeteft afFabih'ty, 
the moft compaiffionate heart; and a degree 
bf fortitude in her diftreffihg fituatiorii 
Vhich fhcd ^ foft and tranquil Itftre over 
the evening 6f her life* 

Thrf mimfter like-^rife, Whde Btood fealed 
the revolution, deferves our pity, Stru- 
ZNSEE poffefled wifdom, abilities^ and know- 
ledge. 
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ledge, that might have been of infinite ufe 
to the Danifh empire, and which had ac- 
tually railed it to as high a pitch of im- 
provement as its fituation at that time 
"^rould admit. But in the beginning of 
his operations his enemies threw obftacles 
in his way, which he at firft overlooked ; 
then, in the plenitude of his power, de- 
ipifed ; and at which, when his fituation 
became cmbarraffing, he at laft trembled. 
The edifice he had erefted was therefore 
neceffarily a tottering fabric ; and, when it 
fell, it crulhed him in its ruins. Had he 
continued throughout his adhniniftration 
to aft with the fame vigor of mind which 
charafterifed his firft undertakings — by 
which he feemed to rife fuperior to fortune 
itfelf, and boldly to defy its caprice — the 
aftonifhed Danes might have long beheld 
him at the helm of government ; he might 
probably have acquired prajfe, fplendor, 

T fame. 
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famej and the gratitude of the nation he 
governed s and his name might hare gone 
down to pofterity among thofc of wife> 
good^ and profperous ftatefixien. 
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I. Page iji line lo. 

DURING the life of Kiag Frederic 
the Fifths tbr royal family W'cre frc* 
quently entertained by a water-frolki npon 
that part of the fea which Ijes immediately 
behind the palace of Friedenfburg. The 
prefent King wa«, in one of thefe expedi-P 
tions, mor© wild a«cl diforderly than ufual : 
neither entreaties nor rcmonftrances could 
prevail upon him to be quiet. One of the 
Gentlemen of the Houfehold/ Brockdorf 
by namej whofe manners were in general 
not th« mc^ pofifhed^ threatened to throw 
the yomg Prii!|ce into the w^ter^ unlefs he 

T 2 behaved 
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behaved more decently; and^ taking lum 
by the arm, he was really unfortunate or 
aukward enough to throw him overboard. 
The Prince was immediately faved, but Kc 
never forgot the circumftancej and afcrilied 
his misfortune to a defign of his ftep- 
mothcr upon his" life, in order to raife her 
fon Prince Frederic to the throne. This 
fufpicion grew up with him ; and it was ia 
vain to attempt to perfuade him to th« 
contrary. 

II. page 19, line 12. 

The RtFflian ambafladorsj Salder and 
Philofophow> acquired a degree of autho- 
rity at the court of Denmark, highly de- 
grading to the royal power, ofi^nfive to 
the fcrvants of the crown, and inimical to 
the interefts of the ftate. Their influence 
decided every aftiw of the monarch. This 
power became, in the hands of ^tfh Juu^hty 

and 
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isuid: imprudent men>; daily iBore dangerous; 
and they aflumed a Unguage, upon every 
Qccafioo, which nobody dared. to contra- 
dinSt. .. It was SaWer'who persuaded' the. 
King, jagaiaft th€ advice of his minifters,. 
and the wi&es of hi$' people, to under- 
take. his jpurney to;.Frahce and f^ngland. 
Whoever is acquainted with the hiftory 
of the man, will be aftoniihed at the fplen- 

'■ • r 

did part he atted at the Danilh court. 
S^ldeir wa$ l>orA of an ignoble family, (fee 
Note ti' p.^3^ ) in Holfatik He was He wardT 
totheiRoyal Manor of TrittaVi, wKere he 
WIS taken:upfarembezzlertieiiti ina,:bya 
fentehte of court, deprived of hi^ ebiploy- 
ment ami jcharafter. From thence he went 
to Ruffia, was taken into the favor and fer- 
vice-'of the court; and, without any regard 
«» thb light m^^ich he muft appear in 
the Dtoiih doniinioiis^ he was fent ambaf- 
ikdbr <it> Copehhageir/ The fopcrior in- 

T 3 flwnce 
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fluence and power of the Ruffian court mt 
Copenhagen^ and the weakneis of the King^ 
occafioned a feries of events, which in fome 
meafure apologiie for this exiraardinaiT' 
and inconfiderate behavior of one court to 
another, as a meafure of expediency; but 
it can never be juftified by the mies of de« 
licacy, 

III. Page 35, line I a. 

Thii lady did not remain l^ng ai couire, 
SooR after>her arjtriyal flie kU on^.ifijh Nfa« 
dimeVon Plcfs, Miftrefs of the Queen's 
Houfcfaold, and her. mfy friendi. Vlhea^ 
by the intrigues, rf. the Ri^ffian amb80ador> 
the latter loft her ai^intntient,. the:Q[ieeii 
fufpe^ed that Madame Yon -Berki^ntMeit 
had not a little cqptdbuted tathp'rasipftvjj 
of her friend. This fo . c^afperate^r hegg 
that fte would na?iCoijfcnt tp .thedl«pfrtui^ 
«f Madame Von Pleis^ till jbr^Kiag bj4 

' promifcd 
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^rdmifed htr that Madame Von Bitken- 
^hien ii^uld alfo be difmiifed. 

IV. Page 43, line 15. 

; It was not meirely to gratify his ambi- 
Jtion that Struenfc^ procwrcd the title, of 
Ctrnferenz-ratbyOT honorary member of the 
Privy Council ; but it was a chara&er ab- 
folutely neccffary to the accomplifhmcnt 
of his views, as it gave him the privilege 
©f foHowing the Kirigr to his country refi- 
dence$> and of dining, at the tofzi table. 
The cdndufi: of Straenfee, at that time, 
was tnafked bwh by modcfty.and pru- 
dtfft^^i and the phn, he had laid down to* 
wards attaining the objeft of hi; wifbe^^ 
Was fcmnded upon wife principles. Jt may 
perhaps with truth be aiierted> thatj when* 
ever he a6ted with prudence, he adcd ac-* 
cording to the didates of his natural cha- 
HBtj&L : but that the errors into which he 

T 4 f«U 
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fell muft be afcribed to the untpwiwd eir- 
cumftances in which he was involYC^* The 
ambition of Struenfee comprifed views of 
too great magnitude and extent to be gra- 
tified by vain honors and empty titles; 
ftnd^ when at the loweft ftep of his careei> 
he afpired at obtaining the higheft. Many 
and great obftacles lay in his wayj and 
powerful rivals endeavored to pufh him 
back ; and it was not an eafy tafk to re* 
move the former, while he had to cope 
with and conquer the latter. Every ftep 
he took increafed old, and created new^ 
jealoufies : before he could arrive at the 
fummit of his hopes, a feries of vi6kories 
pver his enemies was requifite to pave the 
way; and he faw at once clearly, that, to 
fucceed, it was neceflary for him not only 
to conquer, but to fecure his conquefts* 

V- Pagp 
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V. Page 51, line ii. 
^ Count Ranzau was highly eKaQ>erated 
againft the court of Ruffia. The chief 
caufe of this enmity was the treatment he 
received at Pecerfburg, after the well- 
known revolution in the year 1762. He 
•was then employed by the prefent Em- 
press of Ruffia in tl^e condu6i: of certain 
intrigues which chiefly contributed to the 
fuccefi of that extraordinary event. He 
likcwife affilled Count Orlow in draw- 
ing up the plan of operations which were 
afterwards in part purfued. His fervices 
were however repaid with coolnefs and 
contempt, and he left Peterfburg in dif. 
guft. He then came to Denmark,' found 
means to acquire the friendlhip of Count 
St. Germain, whofe influemre was then de- 
cifive in all* military affairs; and when, iii 
the year 1766, Count Schmettau was dit 
miiTed, jie obtained his place as Com^ 

mander 
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mandcr in Chief of thd Troops in Norway. 
In this poft he conduced himfclf fo irhjlro- 
|)crly, that he was difthai-ged in the IW- 
lowing year i and fhared. with many othef s. 
the fall and difgrace of Count St. Ge?- 
miin. During his rcfidence at St. Peterf- 
bilfg, he had afttd a part yfrhich gaire him 
kft'tjfjJportunity of acquiring a knowledge 
of 'tiltnfeftiorns, which the Ruffians court 
ihuft for evfer wifli to hide fronm the woritJ ; 
and on this accotint likewife it wasij that 
thi Etnprefs never forgave ihi Queen aiid 
Sftrtrtrttifec* thfc encoutigement and advance- 
mtht of a rhan whom Ihe had {b mucH 
f eafon to jfufpe£t. 

VL Page 66, line 6. 

Bwltig tbe r«%n of the £mpiie& Ejliz a-> 
Mtsn 6f kuffiay Ccmst Often refided in 
fM'O^dt^jofjy^Aifh Anhb^ii&dor. at Pe-« 
til^drg^ wbeto be cimtpw&iad a Very inti^ 

mate 



■% 



mate fiieodflxip vnih Count Potiiacbwikl, 
the prefent King of Pohmc^ then Ambaf^ 
iador from. that repubUdi whofe infloeiicc 
with the Grind Duchds was very confix 
4erable^ and who introduced Count Ofiigft 
to her in a very favorable manner.^ t'hi 
peculiar ctrcumftances that occurred hi^ 
tween Poniacowfld and that Princefe^ give 
Often an opportunity of rendering bdth 
parties confid^sraUe jfiBrvjCiii aAdthtiPri*^ 
cds ihewed her gratmsde.«^ hhti in ttbzH^ 
aer which rendered his^ ftay at PeterflMn^ 
very pleafantj and was the fouhdatiMK t>f 

his conilant attachment to the views of 

* - ♦ 

Euflia. 

Vn. Page 89. 

SthienfiK effeaed fhe^^r<M»otal df the 
nobility: (naoi Copenhagen^ by a iMaftir^j 
the fuccicfs of whicii wafip as inftdmaneous 
as it was iwnplettff He p^vailed upon 

the 
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tke King to iflue am edift^ by wludi 
creditor was impofwered to arreft his debtor^ 
without regard/to birth or rank.r. The pa- 
laces of moft of the &r& nobHity were foon 
quitted by their owners, who precipiutely 
retired to their eftates in the country. 
Among the fugitives^ was Count Lauerwig>' 
a man whc^e prefence gave Struenlee much 
unenfinefSj againft whom this < new law uras^ 
principally dirqded> and who, previous ta 
jtSr promulgation, was the only nobleman 
who had received orders not to i]^pezr at 
'Coyrt. . ; - 

VIII. Page 96, line 12, 

The Danilh and German Courts of 
Chancery were ordered to deliver in an 
account of alt their fees andperquifites. 
This was accordingly done^ imt ^ the fum 
was ftated confideraWy below, their real 
amount. No ob^(;#ioa was made to this 

account 
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account by the Miniftcr ; but the falaries 

of the officers were increafed according to ^ 

» — ' 

the amount delivered in of all their emolu- 
ments^ and the fees and perquifites were 
ordered to be paid into the royal treafury. 
To have complained of their Ipfs, would 
haveexpofed their fraud, and they were 
therefore under the neceffity of filently 
fubmitting to it. 

IX. Page 97^ line i. 

This council confifts of thirty-two of 
the principal citizens of C6peni|agen, and 
wasj after the revolution, reinflated in all its 
rights and privileges. The vacancies in 
the Council are fupplied by a majority of 
the vbtes of its members : every meafure, 
edift, and regulation of the Council of 
State comes under its confideration : it 
has the difpofal of the revenues, and the 
management of the expences of tlie city 

and 
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^nd corporation; and has a right la oppoie 
every meafure which feems coatrafy to the 
intcrefts or liberties of the citizens. The^ 
immunities were granted to the citizens of 
Copenhagen, on the ^4th of September^ 

l6d4i by Freds&ic the Tbirdy a$ a rew^d 
for their loyalty and bravery during the 
fiege of that town» and the eftab)i0mient 
of unlimited monarchy in the year 1660 1 
and none of his fucceflbrs had ever in- 
fringed upon them. < 

X. Page 97, line 4. 

By this meafure the amazing expences 
of the royal ftuds were faved ; but the ad- 
vantages derived from the falc of the beau- 
tiful breed of horfes produced hj them, 
which had always nearly refunded the ex** 
pence of maintaining them^ were loft. 
Upon this occafioBj Struenfee betrayed the 
firft %ns of the. woaknefs of Im mind. 

He 
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He met the hof fe-guards, after their diJinifr 
fionj marching to their quarters in the bell 
order> with Count Ahlefeldt at their head. 
He fancied that they had mutinied^ hur* 
Fied to the palace, and did not reft till 
Count Ahlefeldt had received a formal difr 
charge ; and meafures had been taken to 
fend back the men, who were all Norwc*^ 
gians, to their own country. 

XL Page 167. 

One of the moft aftive inftruments in 
the whole revolution, was one Bi^fchiold, 
a moft contemptible charaflrer, wnom cer- 
tain dirty affairs in which he was involved 
had brought to Copenhagen. Count 
Ranzau, who had many acquaintances of 
this fort, tliought him a very fit perfon to 
h^ of fervice in the confpiracy; and he 
was fuccefsfuUy employed in aftingfudi 
parts a$ fuifed the meannefs of his cha^ 

rafter. 
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raderj and his infamous talents. He ai^ 
lifted in taking Count Bf atidt into cuftody V 
he inflamed the minds of the pebplci by 
breeding a riot amongft them f he fpread 
flanderous reports agaiuft the Queen i dif- 
ieminated falfe calumnies againft Struenfee; 
and^ by bawling out the names of Juliana 
and Frederic, endeavoured to i(*aife the ac- 
clamations of the mob. In general, lie 
perfe,ftly anfwered the great expeftations 
formed of hifti by his patron. Count Ran- • 
zau.^ This inconfiftent man had even en- 
trufted lum with . the whole plan of the 
confpiracy j but Biernfchiold a&ed fo im- 
prudently, that runiours of what was going 
forward were loudly whiipered at court, 
and even reached the ears of Count 
Brandt, fo that the whole fecret had been 
nearly betrayed. When, on the day aftur 
the revolution, rewards were diftributed 
among the moft aftivc of the confpirators> 

the 



tiie fern<;ess of Biemfchiold wer^c not forgot* 
ten, aod he was honoured with the title of 
&oyaI Chamberlain *. After the ferment 
had fonr»cwhat fubfided, the great contraft 
between this man and the charader he 
bare became fo flxiking, that^ as his fer- 
viccs were bo longer wanted, he was de- 
prived of his diiHndion, and ud^iftd to 
wfide in dhe ooontry. 

XIL P-age 173, line 8. 

The fpirits of Count Ranzau w^re rather 
a little deranged, when the plan of the 
confpiracy eame to be aftually put into 
execution. His courage, of which he had 
fo much boafted, entirely left him; he 

* Kammerlici^. This tide m one of ckofc empty 
diftinftions, fo frequent in the German and DaniHi 
courts; and is perk^ps not the il«fs oontemptxble^ on 
account of the rgtcat number of thofe who bear it. 
The poffeffors of this title wear a key at their but- 
ton^hdle^ as a maik of -their Di&NaA^ir* 

U feigned 
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feigned himfclf fick, and fent word to Co- 
lonel Koller, that a fudden fit of the gout 
prevented his coming to court that even- ^ 
ing. Koller was not fatisfied with this ex- 
cufe, but returned for anfwer, " That if he 
" could not walk, he might be carried ;*' 
a^d added, " that unlef$ he foon made his 
^* appearance, a cbrporars guard of gre- 
'^ nadiers Ihould wait upon him, and 
have the honor of conducing him to the 
place appointed." — ^Ranzau apprehended 
fome ^^;^^i?rfrom the anger of the Colonel; 
and, being in the habit of avoiding it, he 
coUefted all hi& ftrength j and, in fpite of 
his gout, he repaired with Angular alert- 
nefs to the rendezvous. 

XIII. Page 196, line 8^i. 

't'he circumftances of this a||pr are the 
following:— Afuddendifturbance was heard 
from the upper boxes; the noife incMafed^ 

, andl 

V 

V 
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^ 



tiCPLANAfORY OBSERVAfiOMS. i^i 

and, by the interference of thofe who en- 
deavored to reftore'quietj it grew confider- 
ably louder. Fear fpread with the tumult j 
every body was leager to know the caufc 
of alarm> and every body received a dif- 
ferent anfwer to his enquiries. Apprehen- 
jBon and terror feized the whole audience, 
and eVen the royal family wer^ in the ut-* 
inofl Cdnfternation. Every aVenue of the 
houfe waS fodh crowded by thofe prefling 
to get out i and confufion reigned in all 
the bo3tes. Nobility, military officers^ 
and miiiiftersj fled from every part of the 
theatre; the King ran from his box; 
l^rince Frederid followed him> trembling, 
in fpite of the entreaties of the Queen, 
who was half dedd with fear*. In every 
corner of the houfe lay ladies. in fits: one 
of the pagQs^ and a woman belonging to 
the family of Baron Schimmelman, died 
of the fright. The whole city was already 

U % apprifed 
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apprifed of, and 'alarmed by, thisftrangc 
adventufe. Teacc was at kft in fontc 
^ raeafure reftored, and the caufcof this uni- 

verfail terror enquired intO;--<A. child had 
difturbcd fomc gentlemen by its crying, 
Which had bred a. quarrel between them 
«nd the nurie ! I ! 



XIV. Page 105. 

This regulation lafted no longer chaxi 
the intereft of thofe who had made it re- 
quired. Four or five months after the Re- 
volution, royal mandates were ilTued, 
^figned only by the ICing, iffhich were how- 
ever obeyed*. It was not always the in- 
tereft of Queen Juliana and Prinee Fre- 
deric to fubmit the orders they thought 
proper to iflue, to the confideration of the 
■ Council of State ; and the'fignaturc of the 
King coft'tliem, at moft, a mtnme. Tfaefe 

* mandates 



\ 
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iptadatc^, hccmw irfterwaxd^ very, ftf* 

XV. Page ao8, line 2* 

GolondiFalkienfthioWi ha<i feryed' a$ a^ 
vojumctcr irt^.the. Ruffiltii- Hmy,. aixd to, 
this- cir^umftaoce- thci ft^teafm of Prin<?e; 
5'rederic. alluded; Th^ cauft off his ■ anger, 
againft Falkcnfchioid,^ and* the revenge 
which, he^ook upomhim,^ fymife a oom*- 
>gl^te. portrait of his? char^fber^ A» cqq^. 
fidwabk- timerbcifoTp. the.Rpv;Qlyrion,, ther 
EfingQ w^sj opcft riding uppn th^ ram- 
parts of.lJie cityi, v^herp at the fame tiaie.. 
Falkei^fchipld happjpfied to haye^ ordered; 
the^mwfician$ and dimmers of- his- regir 
ment to prFtfticiB* A* nian who obf^rve4 
tilie^ Prince at; a diftattce^ infowcd th^ 
Colonel of hJAi a^iproach:, Ealkcnfchiold^ 
was offended at the officioufncfs of the 
man 5 and giving him a reproof, ordered 

U 3 the • 
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the band to proceed. The Prince, who 
is remarkably timid, foon fent a page to 
dcfire that the mep might be ordered to 
fbme diftance, as he feared his horfe might 
tak<^ fright ; upon which they were imme- 
diatrfy commanded to remove to the next- 
baftion. This was done in a JIbw jace, 
and the Prince rode quietly by. After 
the Revolution, one of the officers related 
this circumftance to the Prince, #s a grofs 
affront exprefsly pointed at him 5 and he* 
was mean enough to Kflen tjo the accufa-j 
pon with evident pleafure, and to be re- 
venged in the manner defcribcd. His 
heart,, which had never known the plea-, 
fure of forgiving, never lofl fight of this 
pretended infult ; as appeared very evi- 
dently in the final fentence pronounce^ 
Vpoft this unfortunate officer, 



XVI. 
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XVI. Page 217. 

According to the direftions of Struenfee, 
the diet of the Prince confilled chiefly of 
vegetables, and he drank nothing but wa- 
ter. At firft he was bathed twice or thrice 
a week in cold water, by which he gradually 
became ufed to it, and afterwards bathed 
with pleafure every day. His apartment 
was nev^r heated -, his drefs was a jacket 
and trowfers made of light ftufF, and he 
feldom wore Ihoes or ftockings. He 
took every kind of exercife which his age 
would permif, by which his ftrength was 
very foon increafed. He was denied every 
thing he defired in a peevifh or crying 
tone of jroicei but every requeft was imi- 

» 

mediately granted, when made in a good- 
humored and friendly manner. He was 
never puniflicd, threatened, reprqached, or 

U 4 coaxed* 



coaxed. If he committed a fault, pains 
were taken to convince him of its bad ten- 
dency ; and he was told in what manner 
he cught to have afted : by this means re- 
pentance, and a refolution to mend, were 

excited in his own breaft. If he happened 

». 

to fall down, no anxiety or compaflion waa 
ihewn him on that account* A little 
foundling boy, of the fame age with him- 
ftlf, was his play-mate, and was^in every 
relpeft treated in the fame manner as the 
Prince. They mutually affifted one an- 
other in their drefs, and at table ; - tKey 
were at liberty to do as they pleafed i but 
every thing was carefully kept from them 
by which they could be injured. If they 
quarrelled, no umpire dared to interfd-e j 
the, want of a companion foon led the of- 
fender back to the offended ; and their re- 
conciliation was the fpontancou$ cfiedt of 

their 



tjieirown feelk^s. A fervant cot>ftai>t}y 
fiitte»ded to watch tbeu motions j but he 
va? ordered to fpeak to them as Ihtle as 
pofllble, much kls to entertain them by 
telling them idle ftories. No one was per- 
mitted to play with them, or to fhew the 
Icaft preference or diftinftioo to either; 
they were both called by thcif Chriftian 
names j and vifitors were requefted to ob- 
ferve the fame method. Strangers were 
frequently introduced to them : the Prince 
foon accuftomed himfelf to fee new faces i 
they did not difturb him in bis play ; but 
he boldly beat his little drum> . ran cheer- 
fully to every one he faw, and was never 
happier than in a large company of vifi- 
tors. In his fixth year he was to receive 
his firft inftruftions i before that age esc- 
perience and exercife were his only pre-, 
ceptors, Thefc fupplied him with ideas ; 

and 
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and his natural abilities were left to them 
for gradual cultivation and improvement. 
Let this plan be compared with the words 
of the fentence pronounced upon Struen- 
fee, when it is faid, '^That by this mode 
** of treatment the Prince was put into the 
*^ greateft danger of lofing not only his 
« health, but his life!" 

XVII. Page 256, line 6. 

The following narrative may ferve as a 
fpecimcn of the boneji labors of the Com- 
miflioners. On the day when the RuQian 
Minifter Philofophow affronted Struenfee 
in the moft grofs and public manner, it 
was rumoured that the latter, having quar- 
relled with a young nobleman of the firft 
rank, had treacheroufly purfued him fword 
in hand. This rumour was difbelieved 
and forgotten almoft a? foon as it wai; 

/pread • 
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ipread. After the irnprifonmcnt of Stru- 

enfeej when it was found neceffary to con- 

vidt him of fome crime that really de- 

fcrvcd a capital punifhment, the Chief 

Jufticiary, Baron Juel-Wind, who was the 

principal judge of his cauft, called upon 

the above-mentioned nobleman, arid afked 

him whether he would not bring an accg- 

fation againft Struenfee before the Com- 

miffioners, on account of the treatment 

he was reported to have received ? The 

anfwer of the nobleman was worthy of the 

dignity of his birth: he rejeded the requeft 

with indignation 5 and faid, " I am ac- 

• ■ ' cuftomed to pity the unfortunate, not 

^^ to jncreafe their diftrefs -, I will hear no- 

^^ thing of this bufinefs, nor bring any ac- 

^' cufation againft Struenfee. Befides this, 

^^ the whole ftory deferves not any credit, 

*f nor has it any foundation in truth." 

xvm. 
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XVIIL Page a6o- 

I will juft add the conclxifion of the {in-^ 
tence of cogd^^mnation againft Struenfee^ 
which is c%i,Qij .die &me with tha£ pno-* 
nouflced againft Bi^andt : 

*^' It is therefore decreed, ThatGoun-c 
•* JoHK Frederic Struensbe be (as* 
^ the weB-ctefervcd punilhment of hi» 
^^ crimes, ami as a dreadful example 
^ to othei's) deprived of htmor, lifc> 
** andf property ; be diegrad^d fi^om the 
*' rank of a Count, and from every 
*' ocher dignity beftowed upon hiin; 
" that his Goat of arms be* broken by. 
^' the common- ha«gman 5 and that then 
^^' the right haad of John- Frederic 
'* S^RUENSfiB be ftruck off, while he 
. ^ is aiHsire ; his head be afterwards cut 
^^ fromihisL lining body^ that his- body 

'' be 



^^ be then quartered, and Isad upon the 
*^ wheels i&nd his head and hand ex*. 
*' pofed upon a pole." . 

Given in full commiflion, at the palace 
of Chriftianlburg, April 2<pth,r77a. 

J. R. Juel-Wind. A.G. Carftens, 

G. A, Baern. Amhen J. C.Sdhmid. 

H. Stampe. F. C. Goli&erg. 
'Luxdorf^ 



• 



THE END. 
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